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Dear Zion Lutheran,Dear Zion Lutheran,
LLent came early this year, and by this Sunday ent came early this year, and by this Sunday 

we will be halfway through it. Seems hard to we will be halfway through it. Seems hard to 
believe. Before we know it, we will be in the midst believe. Before we know it, we will be in the midst 
of Holy Week celebrating Palm Sunday, Maundy of Holy Week celebrating Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. There we Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. There we 
commemorate Christ’s fi nal onslaught against sin, commemorate Christ’s fi nal onslaught against sin, 
death and the devil that climaxes with the cross death and the devil that climaxes with the cross 
and culminates with His resurrection. This is what and culminates with His resurrection. This is what 
makes us Christian — Jesus Christ and His victory. makes us Christian — Jesus Christ and His victory. 
This is what gives us hope in the face of death. This is what gives us hope in the face of death. 
This is what shapes our being in the midst of life This is what shapes our being in the midst of life 
and death. and death. 
 In the wake of the recent death of Justice  In the wake of the recent death of Justice 
Scalia, there has been a good deal of discussion Scalia, there has been a good deal of discussion 
in the news and social media on the purpose of a in the news and social media on the purpose of a 
funeral in a Christian context. This is in large part funeral in a Christian context. This is in large part 
because of the publication of a letter Justice Scalia because of the publication of a letter Justice Scalia 
sent to the pastor who presided over the funeral sent to the pastor who presided over the funeral 
of his friend Justice Powell. It amazes me reading of his friend Justice Powell. It amazes me reading 
the letter just how theologically insightful Justice the letter just how theologically insightful Justice 

Scalia was. Scalia was. 
There is There is 
a great a great 
article in article in 
First ThingsFirst Things that details it all: Justice Scalia on Fu- that details it all: Justice Scalia on Fu-
neral Sermons. You can even read the whole letter neral Sermons. You can even read the whole letter 
in the website article. in the website article. 
 As a pastor I fi nd that even as Christians  As a pastor I fi nd that even as Christians 
who know that our life is secure in the victory of who know that our life is secure in the victory of 
Christ we are often afraid to consider our death. Christ we are often afraid to consider our death. 
This manifests itself in many different ways. Some This manifests itself in many different ways. Some 
people have a hard time showing up to their own people have a hard time showing up to their own 
funeral, much less that of anyone else they know. funeral, much less that of anyone else they know. 
Out here in the west where Lutherans seem to be Out here in the west where Lutherans seem to be 
as sparse as oak trees, we rarely attend a Lutheran as sparse as oak trees, we rarely attend a Lutheran 
funeral ourselves. This can have the effect of set-funeral ourselves. This can have the effect of set-
ting up some misleading expectations for what to ting up some misleading expectations for what to 
expect in our own church, where much of what expect in our own church, where much of what 
goes on in a Baptist, non-denominational, or secu-goes on in a Baptist, non-denominational, or secu-

March 2 6 p.m.  Lenten Dinner provided by  March 2 6 p.m.  Lenten Dinner provided by  
  the Youth  the Youth
 7 p.m.  Lenten Service 7 p.m.  Lenten Service
March 9 6 p.m. Lenten Dinner provided by  March 9 6 p.m. Lenten Dinner provided by  
  LWML  LWML
 7 p.m. Lenten Service 7 p.m. Lenten Service
March 16 6 p.m. Lenten Service provided by  March 16 6 p.m. Lenten Service provided by  
  Zion Circle  Zion Circle
 7 p.m. Lenten Service 7 p.m. Lenten Service

March 20  Palm Sunday, services at  March 20  Palm Sunday, services at  
  10:15 a.m. & 7 p.m.  10:15 a.m. & 7 p.m.
March 24 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday serviceMarch 24 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service
March 25 7 p.m. Good Friday serviceMarch 25 7 p.m. Good Friday service
March 27  March 27  EASTEREASTER — HE IS RISEN!   — HE IS RISEN!  
  Services at 8 a.m. & 10:15    Services at 8 a.m. & 10:15  
  a.m., with a pancake break-   a.m., with a pancake break- 
  fast in between. Another    fast in between. Another  
  service at 7 p.m.  service at 7 p.m.

ScheduleSchedule

ScheduleSchedule



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
7455 Foothills Drive

Farmington, NM 87402
505-325-3420

Bringing Hope Through Christ 
E-mail Pastor: pr.bror@gmail.com

Cell Phone: 505-419-4101
E-mail Youth Leader:

zion1youthministry@gmail.com
Website: zionfarmingtonlcms.org

9 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study
10:15 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service
Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.
Holy Communion Service

 The Zion Lutheran Church newsletter is 
distributed monthly. Deadline for submission 
of articles is nine days prior to the last Sunday 
of the month. For submissions, please call 
Joanne O’Keefe at 325-2946, drop in box in 
narthex, or e-mail to joanneokeefe@msn.com.

 Pastor:  Rev. Bror Erickson 
 Sunday School Super.: Julie Jones
 Youth Leader  Michelle Thur
 Newsletter &   
 Website Editor:  Joanne O’Keefe

2016 Church Council
 President:  Tim House  
 Vice President:  Gary Duncan 
 Secretary:  Sandra Lanier 
 Treasurer:  Ken Hunt
 Financial Secretary:  DeAnza Sona 
 Elders:  Jim Lukow
   Tom O’Keefe
   Tim Snyder
   Steve Unger
   Tim Watson
 Trustees:  Jimmie Fisher
   Tim Jones
   Scott Kelly
   Matthew Pilavjian

   Kelly Thur

Page 2 Page 3

Message from PastorMessage from Pastor (cont’d. from page 1)(cont’d. from page 1)

lar funeral is not embraced for theological reasons. lar funeral is not embraced for theological reasons. 
I fi nd that most often if I have a chance to sit down I fi nd that most often if I have a chance to sit down 
with family members beforehand to discuss their with family members beforehand to discuss their 
expectations and let them help plan the funeral expectations and let them help plan the funeral 
service itself, a lot of hardship is avoided. Though service itself, a lot of hardship is avoided. Though 
in my career I have had a couple occasions where in my career I have had a couple occasions where 
family has blown me off and then expected some-family has blown me off and then expected some-
thing completely different at the funeral and the thing completely different at the funeral and the 
misery of mourning was further complicated. But misery of mourning was further complicated. But 
the church isn’t here to give you what you want so the church isn’t here to give you what you want so 
much as it is here to give you the one thing needful, much as it is here to give you the one thing needful, 
Jesus Christ. So we resist things that will get in the Jesus Christ. So we resist things that will get in the 
way of that. Timothy George, quoting Tom Long, way of that. Timothy George, quoting Tom Long, 
explains it this way in the article linked above: explains it this way in the article linked above: 

Today, even in many churches that retain an Today, even in many churches that retain an 
orthodox confession of faith, funeral servic-orthodox confession of faith, funeral servic-
es are often minimalist affairs with a spare es are often minimalist affairs with a spare 
(if any) liturgy, no sermon of substance, and (if any) liturgy, no sermon of substance, and 
sentimentalized music, all suffused with an-sentimentalized music, all suffused with an-
ecdotal stories about the deceased and other ecdotal stories about the deceased and other 
half-hearted efforts intended to camoufl age half-hearted efforts intended to camoufl age 
the fact that death remains, as St. Paul called the fact that death remains, as St. Paul called 
it, “the last enemy” to be destroyed (I Cor. it, “the last enemy” to be destroyed (I Cor. 
15:25-26). This stands in stark contrast to 15:25-26). This stands in stark contrast to 
the tradition of a Christian funeral as wor-the tradition of a Christian funeral as wor-
ship of the living God who, in Jesus Christ, ship of the living God who, in Jesus Christ, 
triumphs over sin, death, and the grave—triumphs over sin, death, and the grave—
Christus Victor! Christus Victor! 

Though the liturgy may be gently worded, Though the liturgy may be gently worded, 
there is no hiding the fact that, in a funeral, there is no hiding the fact that, in a funeral, 

Christians raise a fi st at death; recount the Christians raise a fi st at death; recount the 
story of the Christ who suffered death, battled story of the Christ who suffered death, battled 
death, and triumphed over it; offer laments death, and triumphed over it; offer laments 
and thanksgivings to the God who raised Jesus and thanksgivings to the God who raised Jesus 
from the grave; sing hymns of defi ance; and from the grave; sing hymns of defi ance; and 
honor the body and life of the saint who has honor the body and life of the saint who has 
died.died.
——TOM LONGTOM LONG

 We mourn the death and passing of loved  We mourn the death and passing of loved 
ones but not as if without hope (1 Thess. 4:13). So, ones but not as if without hope (1 Thess. 4:13). So, 
in our grieving we focus on our hope who is Jesus in our grieving we focus on our hope who is Jesus 
Christ. Funerals are a time that we take to share that Christ. Funerals are a time that we take to share that 
hope with those whom we love most and those who hope with those whom we love most and those who 
love us. Some of us rarely go to a funeral, and for love us. Some of us rarely go to a funeral, and for 
some who rarely go to church, your funeral might be some who rarely go to church, your funeral might be 
the only time they do come to church. It may be the the only time they do come to church. It may be the 
one time they get to hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus one time they get to hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of His victory over death on the cross and the Christ, of His victory over death on the cross and the 
new life we new life we 
have in His have in His 
resurrection. resurrection. 
 With  With 
this in mind, I this in mind, I 
think it is help-think it is help-
ful if you let ful if you let 
family members know things about your faith, share family members know things about your faith, share 
with them your favorite Bible passages and verses, with them your favorite Bible passages and verses, 
think about what your favorite hymns are (it helps if think about what your favorite hymns are (it helps if 
they are in the hymnal). It may even be helpful to jot they are in the hymnal). It may even be helpful to jot 
a few notes down and leave it with your will. Then at a few notes down and leave it with your will. Then at 
your own funeral it will be your life of faith and hope your own funeral it will be your life of faith and hope 

(cont’d. on page 5)(cont’d. on page 5)

Don’t forget to use the Albert-Don’t forget to use the Albert-

son’s cardson’s card

Use smile.amazon.com when Use smile.amazon.com when 

ordering onlineordering online

Get discount coupons at good-Get discount coupons at good-

shop.comshop.com

DD
aylight Saving Time begins Sunday, aylight Saving Time begins Sunday, 

March 13. Don’t forget to turn March 13. Don’t forget to turn 

your clocks ahead one hour be-your clocks ahead one hour be-

fore bedtime on Saturday, the 12th!fore bedtime on Saturday, the 12th!
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Message’
by Steve Ungerby Steve Unger

TThis month we celebrate our Lord in the his month we celebrate our Lord in the 
glory and wonder of His resurrection. He glory and wonder of His resurrection. He 
put Himself in our place taking on the sin put Himself in our place taking on the sin 

of all the world so that we may have forgiveness of all the world so that we may have forgiveness 
and the assurance of eternal life.and the assurance of eternal life.
 We understand the mortal suffering and  We understand the mortal suffering and 
endured agony that is almost beyond description, endured agony that is almost beyond description, 
but what we can’t understand is the agony of our but what we can’t understand is the agony of our 
sin that He takes on. Betrayed, forsaken, forgot-sin that He takes on. Betrayed, forsaken, forgot-
ten and deserted by those whom He loved but still ten and deserted by those whom He loved but still 
loving us all with a pure, perfect and unconditional loving us all with a pure, perfect and unconditional 
love.love.
 Crucifi xion at that time was reserved for  Crucifi xion at that time was reserved for 
the worst of criminals, a way of showing extreme the worst of criminals, a way of showing extreme 
contempt for the condemned. A Roman crucifi xion contempt for the condemned. A Roman crucifi xion 
was unequaled. A young Julius Caesar was attacked was unequaled. A young Julius Caesar was attacked 
and captured by pirates on his way to the island and captured by pirates on his way to the island 
of Rhodes. A demand of 12,000 gold pieces was of Rhodes. A demand of 12,000 gold pieces was 
required for his ransom. His staff was sent away to required for his ransom. His staff was sent away to 
arrange payment. In the 40 days with his captors, arrange payment. In the 40 days with his captors, 
he jokingly told them several times that he would he jokingly told them several times that he would 
one day crucify them. His kidnappers were greatly one day crucify them. His kidnappers were greatly 
amused, but when the ransom was paid and he was amused, but when the ransom was paid and he was 
freed, he came back, captured and then crucifi ed freed, he came back, captured and then crucifi ed 
them. This was the attitude of the Romans toward them. This was the attitude of the Romans toward 
crucifi xion? Our world is not much changed, as we crucifi xion? Our world is not much changed, as we 

struggle to guard and defend our liberty and our struggle to guard and defend our liberty and our 
faith only with God’s aid.faith only with God’s aid.
  Almighty God, Creator of all things, we Almighty God, Creator of all things, we 
pray this day You would look down from your pray this day You would look down from your 
throne in heaven and answer our pleas for deliver-throne in heaven and answer our pleas for deliver-
ance from ourselves as a nation because we al-ance from ourselves as a nation because we al-
lowed our nation to drift so far from Your precepts lowed our nation to drift so far from Your precepts 
and the precepts of our founding fathers. Do not let and the precepts of our founding fathers. Do not let 
evil hands destroy what so many have struggled to evil hands destroy what so many have struggled to 
accomplish. Heavenly Father, this year is crucial accomplish. Heavenly Father, this year is crucial 
to our nation because it is the year when elec-to our nation because it is the year when elec-
tions take place to choose our leaders. We plead, tions take place to choose our leaders. We plead, 
through the Holy Spirit, that You will intervene through the Holy Spirit, that You will intervene 
and put a president in charge that will follow Your and put a president in charge that will follow Your 
precepts and act according to Your will.precepts and act according to Your will.
 Gracious God, we ask that You put a con- Gracious God, we ask that You put a con-
gress in place that will pass new laws to rid us of gress in place that will pass new laws to rid us of 
abortion and gay rights, put prayer back in school, abortion and gay rights, put prayer back in school, 
and edify the family unit as You intended it to be. and edify the family unit as You intended it to be. 
We ask also, Father, that You place judges through-We ask also, Father, that You place judges through-
out the land, especially in the Supreme Court, that out the land, especially in the Supreme Court, that 
will enforce those laws.will enforce those laws.
 Our hope and trust is in You as we wait  Our hope and trust is in You as we wait 
for Your glorious return. We praise You as our for Your glorious return. We praise You as our 
Savior and our King. Amen.Savior and our King. Amen.

Your Elder in Christ,Your Elder in Christ,
Stephen UngerStephen Unger

Church Council 
Meeting Highlights

FFollowing are highlights from the Church ollowing are highlights from the Church 
Council Meeting held Tuesday, February Council Meeting held Tuesday, February 
9, 2016.9, 2016.

 In the Youth Leader’s Report, Michelle  In the Youth Leader’s Report, Michelle 
Thur said the Valentine event at Cedar Ridge was Thur said the Valentine event at Cedar Ridge was 
cancelled due to the Super Bowl. Coming up, the cancelled due to the Super Bowl. Coming up, the 
youth will host fellowship and two Lenten dinners. youth will host fellowship and two Lenten dinners. 
In March, plans include seeing the movie In March, plans include seeing the movie RisenRisen  
when it is released, crafts after church, and Youth when it is released, crafts after church, and Youth 
Church Night on March 16.Church Night on March 16.
 Pastor has been working on updating the  Pastor has been working on updating the 
church roster.church roster.
 The Elders reported that Lenten services  The Elders reported that Lenten services 
will begin February17 at which Council will pro-will begin February17 at which Council will pro-
vide soups and breads.vide soups and breads.
 The Trustees have been doing routine  The Trustees have been doing routine 
maintenance in the sanctuary and kitchen.maintenance in the sanctuary and kitchen.
 There was a discrepancy of $3,408  There was a discrepancy of $3,408 
between the Financial Secretary’s Report and the between the Financial Secretary’s Report and the 
Treasurer’s Report. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s Report. The Financial Secretary and 
the Treasurer will work together to fi gure out the the Treasurer will work together to fi gure out the 
problem. New year-end statements need to be problem. New year-end statements need to be 

issued. The Christmas Eve donations were not issued. The Christmas Eve donations were not 
deposited until January. Council discussed what deposited until January. Council discussed what 
should be done with Sunday evening services’ should be done with Sunday evening services’ 
offerings. Motion was made and approved that the offerings. Motion was made and approved that the 
discussion be tabled until the next meeting and a discussion be tabled until the next meeting and a 
reasonable storage place can then be decided.reasonable storage place can then be decided.
 Neither the Financial Secretary’s nor  Neither the Financial Secretary’s nor 
the Treasurer’s reports were approved until the the Treasurer’s reports were approved until the 
discrepancy is fi xed.discrepancy is fi xed.
 In New Business, the LWML will no  In New Business, the LWML will no 
longer be able to provide meals after funerals. A longer be able to provide meals after funerals. A 
motion was approved to budget $400 for Easter motion was approved to budget $400 for Easter 
advertising.advertising.

Your Brother in Christ,Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Bror Erickson Pastor Bror Erickson 

that is shared with family and friends. Rather than that is shared with family and friends. Rather than 
sentimental stories about fi shing trips, or practical sentimental stories about fi shing trips, or practical 
jokes you played, stories that will never bring you jokes you played, stories that will never bring you 

back to life, the focus will be on the story of Jesus back to life, the focus will be on the story of Jesus 
Christ playing out in your life, and that’s a story Christ playing out in your life, and that’s a story 
that does bring you back to life. that does bring you back to life. 

Message from PastorMessage from Pastor (cont’d. from page 3)(cont’d. from page 3)
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3/2 Cynthia Beard3/2 Cynthia Beard
3/2 Willie Neuhaus3/2 Willie Neuhaus
3/5 Lennis Walker3/5 Lennis Walker
3/5 Frances Wilkey3/5 Frances Wilkey
3/11 Elizabeth Hall3/11 Elizabeth Hall
3/13 Clint Roach3/13 Clint Roach
3/14 Travis Helms3/14 Travis Helms
3/17 Briana Richards3/17 Briana Richards
3/18 Jenny Dennis3/18 Jenny Dennis
3/18 Adryanna Snyder3/18 Adryanna Snyder
3/23 Darien Lyons3/23 Darien Lyons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays:
9 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study
10:15 a.m. & 7 p.m. Worship Service

Wednesdays:
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service

(For special Lenten, Holy Week and Easter services, 
please check calendar or back of the newsletter)

I have set the Lord always before me. I have set the Lord always before me. 
Because He is at my right hand, Because He is at my right hand, 

I will not be shaken.I will not be shaken.
Psalm 16:8Psalm 16:8
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From the From the 
Youth Leader’s Youth Leader’s 

DeskDesk
by Michelle Thurby Michelle Thur

In In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. the Name + of Jesus. Amen. HesedHesed is a  is a 
little Hebrew word that means “cov-little Hebrew word that means “cov-
enant faithfulness.” It’s translated most enant faithfulness.” It’s translated most 

times as “goodness” or “kindness,” but it’s all times as “goodness” or “kindness,” but it’s all 
about God keeping His promises.about God keeping His promises.
 A covenant is a promise. When God says  A covenant is a promise. When God says 
that He’s going to do something, He’s going to do that He’s going to do something, He’s going to do 
it. He promised Abraham to make him the father of it. He promised Abraham to make him the father of 
many nations. He promised the children of Israel many nations. He promised the children of Israel 
that He’d bring them out of Egypt. He promised that He’d bring them out of Egypt. He promised 
that He’d raise up a prophet like Moses and a that He’d raise up a prophet like Moses and a 
King in the line of David. He promised to save His King in the line of David. He promised to save His 
people from their sins.people from their sins.
 We renege on our promises. We make fi ne  We renege on our promises. We make fi ne 
print and give ourselves loopholes. If necessary, print and give ourselves loopholes. If necessary, 
we declare bankruptcy on our promises. We expect we declare bankruptcy on our promises. We expect 
others to keep their words, yet we bend ours. When others to keep their words, yet we bend ours. When 
it comes to God, we must admit that we are one of it comes to God, we must admit that we are one of 
our greatest enemies!our greatest enemies!

“Remember, O Lord, your mercy. Remember your “Remember, O Lord, your mercy. Remember your hesedhesed for they are old. Let not my enemies triumph over  for they are old. Let not my enemies triumph over 
me. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles!” me. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles!” 

Genesis 15:1-21; St. Mark 5:21-43Genesis 15:1-21; St. Mark 5:21-43
“Remember, O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your covenant faithfulness, for they are from of old. Let not “Remember, O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your covenant faithfulness, for they are from of old. Let not 
my enemies triumph over me. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles!” my enemies triumph over me. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles!” 

(Psalm 25:6 from the Introit for Lent 2)(Psalm 25:6 from the Introit for Lent 2)

  HesedHesed. God’s faithfulness saves us — . God’s faithfulness saves us — 
even us. We don’t deserve to be saved and we don’t even us. We don’t deserve to be saved and we don’t 
deserve eternal life, but He made a promise. He deserve eternal life, but He made a promise. He 
promised to redeem Israel. He keeps and delivers promised to redeem Israel. He keeps and delivers 
that promise to us.that promise to us.
 The very Law that God demands, Christ  The very Law that God demands, Christ 
keeps. He keeps it fully and completely. He is faith-keeps. He keeps it fully and completely. He is faith-
ful for us. Jesus takes upon Himself all our evil. He ful for us. Jesus takes upon Himself all our evil. He 
dies, counted amongst the sinners — counted with dies, counted amongst the sinners — counted with 
us. His sacrifi ce on the Cross makes us holy before us. His sacrifi ce on the Cross makes us holy before 
God. Glory to God!God. Glory to God!
 That’s  That’s hesedhesed! Jesus is faithful to His ! Jesus is faithful to His 
promises. He keeps the Law and counts it as our promises. He keeps the Law and counts it as our 
keeping the Law. He dies for our not keeping of the keeping the Law. He dies for our not keeping of the 
Law. He does it all. He is faithful to His promises Law. He does it all. He is faithful to His promises 
and we are redeemed from all our troubles.and we are redeemed from all our troubles.
 God has shown Himself to be gracious.  God has shown Himself to be gracious. 
He is just and the justifi er of those who have faith He is just and the justifi er of those who have faith 
in Jesus Christ. He is our Savior. He must be. Oth-in Jesus Christ. He is our Savior. He must be. Oth-
erwise, we are lost. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.erwise, we are lost. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.

Check out the Check out the Higher ThingsHigher Things website for Lutheran Youth daily devotions.   website for Lutheran Youth daily devotions.  
Here is a sample of the devotions available:Here is a sample of the devotions available:

(Psalm 25:6 from the Introit for Lent 2)(Psalm 25:6 from the Introit for Lent 2)
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God’s blessings to all,       

Youth Leader
by Michelle Thur

YOUTHYOUTH
GROUPGROUP

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith. 
May God bless and keep you!

Check out the 
Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website 
at zlyouth.weebly.com

Friend Zion Lutheran 
Youth Farmington 

on Facebook!!!

Adryanna SnyderAdryanna Snyder
  March 18!  March 18!

March 2 Host Lenten DinnerMarch 2 Host Lenten Dinner
March 5 Movie date to see March 5 Movie date to see RisenRisen. Time   . Time   
  TBA when movie is released.  TBA when movie is released.
March 6 & 13 Craft s for a fundraising craft  fairMarch 6 & 13 Craft s for a fundraising craft  fair
March 16 Youth Church Night: Attend March 16 Youth Church Night: Attend 
  dinner and church together!  dinner and church together!

MARCHMARCH
EVENTSEVENTS If If any youth/parents are interested in any youth/parents are interested in 

the Higher Th ings Youth Confer-the Higher Th ings Youth Confer-
ence this summer, PLEASE GET AN ence this summer, PLEASE GET AN 
INFORMATION PACKET FROM ME. INFORMATION PACKET FROM ME. 
Th e conference is geared for high-Th e conference is geared for high-
school-age youth, but any youth who are school-age youth, but any youth who are 
in confi rmation or have been confi rmed in confi rmation or have been confi rmed 
may go.may go.
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CCongratulations to Brooke Sona, who, along with her dance team, ongratulations to Brooke Sona, who, along with her dance team, 
The Force, will be performing at the Suns vs. Lakers game in The Force, will be performing at the Suns vs. Lakers game in 
Phoenix on March 22nd. This will be the second year in a row Phoenix on March 22nd. This will be the second year in a row 

that they have been invited!that they have been invited!
 A big welcome goes out to Marlis Rushing, who recently joined our  A big welcome goes out to Marlis Rushing, who recently joined our 
congregation. Marlis, who was born in Lübeck, Germany, had visited our congregation. Marlis, who was born in Lübeck, Germany, had visited our 
church when we held the Christkindlmarket and said it felt “just right.” So church when we held the Christkindlmarket and said it felt “just right.” So 
happy to have you!happy to have you!
 Get-well wishes go to Shirley Fish, who has been awaiting heart  Get-well wishes go to Shirley Fish, who has been awaiting heart 
surgery in Albuquerque. We pray all goes well and that Shirley will be back surgery in Albuquerque. We pray all goes well and that Shirley will be back 
again with us soon.again with us soon.
 We also wish a speedy recovery to Pastor Gary Thur, who recently  We also wish a speedy recovery to Pastor Gary Thur, who recently 

underwent knee surgery. Hopefully, he will be up and about soon.underwent knee surgery. Hopefully, he will be up and about soon.
 And, it’s with a heavy heart that we say goodbye to Claudette Gabel, who was called home on  And, it’s with a heavy heart that we say goodbye to Claudette Gabel, who was called home on 
February 17. Claudette had been ill for some time, and our prayers go out to Gabe and the rest of the fam-February 17. Claudette had been ill for some time, and our prayers go out to Gabe and the rest of the fam-
ily for comfort and strength during this diffi cult time.ily for comfort and strength during this diffi cult time.

TThere are a number of people who desire your prayers. If you have a here are a number of people who desire your prayers. If you have a 
name you would like to add, please let us know. Conversely, please name you would like to add, please let us know. Conversely, please 
let us know when you would like a name removed from the list.let us know when you would like a name removed from the list.

Shaunda Jacobs, Fisher’s niece, cancerShaunda Jacobs, Fisher’s niece, cancer
Somer Love, friend of the O’Keefe’s, cystic fi brosisSomer Love, friend of the O’Keefe’s, cystic fi brosis
Roger, Luwana Scribner’s brother, cancerRoger, Luwana Scribner’s brother, cancer
Lilly Phillips, great-grandniece of the Esau’s, leukemiaLilly Phillips, great-grandniece of the Esau’s, leukemia
Debbie Mobley, daughter of Virginia Schlueter, leukemiaDebbie Mobley, daughter of Virginia Schlueter, leukemia
Marie Humphrey, sister of Virginia Schlueter, stroke and dementiaMarie Humphrey, sister of Virginia Schlueter, stroke and dementia
Trevor Thompson, grandson-in-law of the Fisher’s, surgeryTrevor Thompson, grandson-in-law of the Fisher’s, surgery
David Branch, friend of the Brinkley’s, medical issuesDavid Branch, friend of the Brinkley’s, medical issues

Friends & Relatives:Friends & Relatives:

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.   ~ 1 John 5:14according to his will, he hears us.   ~ 1 John 5:14

Merle PilavjianMerle Pilavjian
Joan WoodJoan Wood
Carol MadduxCarol Maddux
Glen IsaacsonGlen Isaacson
Earl RothermelEarl Rothermel
Carol Cahenzli Carol Cahenzli 

George Wimsatt George Wimsatt 
Shirley FishShirley Fish
Dar TrostDar Trost
Marie BondMarie Bond
 Jo Anne Ellsaesser Jo Anne Ellsaesser
Paul HechtPaul Hecht

Members:Members:
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Finance at a Glance...
JanuaryJanuary
Operating Income: $15,118.50Operating Income: $15,118.50
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.87Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.87
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
-$3,182.37-$3,182.37
Operating Expense: $17,585.07Operating Expense: $17,585.07
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.52Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.52
Net Operating Income: $2,456.57Net Operating Income: $2,456.57

Year-to-DateYear-to-Date
Operating Income: $15,118.50Operating Income: $15,118.50
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.87Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.87
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
-$3,182.37-$3,182.37
Operating Expense: $17,585.07Operating Expense: $17,585.07
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.52Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.52
Net Operating Income: $2,456.57Net Operating Income: $2,456.57

Balance SheetBalance Sheet
Total Checking Account Balance: $20,473.65 Total Checking Account Balance: $20,473.65   Note: $15,000 withdrawn from Note: $15,000 withdrawn from 
LCEF Savings, derived from Electronic Funds Transfer contributionsLCEF Savings, derived from Electronic Funds Transfer contributions
Building Expansion Fund: $49,165.28Building Expansion Fund: $49,165.28
Family Fund: $2,562.26Family Fund: $2,562.26
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $38,534.53 Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $38,534.53   See “Checking Account See “Checking Account 
Balance” note aboveBalance” note above
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,118.14Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,118.14
Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,922.61Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,922.61
Total Assets: $1,196,952.58Total Assets: $1,196,952.58
Total Liabilities: $368,339.73 (includes LCEF mortgage of $364,413.31)Total Liabilities: $368,339.73 (includes LCEF mortgage of $364,413.31)
Net Worth (Equity): $828,612.85Net Worth (Equity): $828,612.85

Offi  ce of Offi  ce of 
International Mission:International Mission:
By the NumbersBy the Numbers

Career Missionaries 109Career Missionaries 109
Globally Engaged in Outreach (GEO) Missionaries 31Globally Engaged in Outreach (GEO) Missionaries 31
Short-Term Missionaries 164Short-Term Missionaries 164
Countries Where LCMS Missionaries are Currently Placed 33Countries Where LCMS Missionaries are Currently Placed 33
Countries Receiving Grants From Offi ce of International Mission 35Countries Receiving Grants From Offi ce of International Mission 35
Restricted Revenue Recorded For Offi ce of International Mission Last Year $23,503,372Restricted Revenue Recorded For Offi ce of International Mission Last Year $23,503,372
Unrestricted Synod Funds Utilized Last Year for Offi ce of International Mission Expenses $1,155,404Unrestricted Synod Funds Utilized Last Year for Offi ce of International Mission Expenses $1,155,404
Cost to Put a GEO Missionary on the Field $30,000 (average) Cost to Put a GEO Missionary on the Field $30,000 (average) 
Cost to Put a Career Missionary on the Field $150,000-200,000 (average)Cost to Put a Career Missionary on the Field $150,000-200,000 (average)

~ The Lutheran Witness~ The Lutheran Witness, Nov. 2015, Nov. 2015


