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OurOur  
Bible Study on Romans is draw-Bible Study on Romans is draw-
ing to a close. So, in August, we ing to a close. So, in August, we 
decided we would start a new decided we would start a new 

Bible Study that would study the Bible. Instead of Bible Study that would study the Bible. Instead of 
individual books, we are going to take a look at individual books, we are going to take a look at 
the history of the Bible and why it is we believe the history of the Bible and why it is we believe 
it. Along the way we will take a look at issues it. Along the way we will take a look at issues 
such as translations and what makes for a faithful such as translations and what makes for a faithful 
translation and what should perhaps be avoided in translation and what should perhaps be avoided in 
a translation. a translation. 
 It’s something that often gets taken for  It’s something that often gets taken for 
granted. The Bible is the Bible, it’s God’s word, granted. The Bible is the Bible, it’s God’s word, 
and so we believe it. But a skeptic might ask how and so we believe it. But a skeptic might ask how 
it is we know it is God’s word, and why we should it is we know it is God’s word, and why we should 
believe the words of these men over the words believe the words of these men over the words 
of other men. Oftentimes, Christians don’t know of other men. Oftentimes, Christians don’t know 
the history of the Bible or why we believe it to be the history of the Bible or why we believe it to be 
reliable. On top of that we often hear today that reliable. On top of that we often hear today that 
such and such a gospel was rejected though others such and such a gospel was rejected though others 
believed it, or that there were hundreds of books believed it, or that there were hundreds of books 

rejected by the early church fathers when Constan-rejected by the early church fathers when Constan-
tine became emperor. They make it sound as if it tine became emperor. They make it sound as if it 
was an arbitrary cabal. was an arbitrary cabal. 
 The truth is actually more interesting. We  The truth is actually more interesting. We 
believe the believe the 
Bible because Bible because 
Jesus Christ Jesus Christ 
rose from the rose from the 
dead, and He dead, and He 
believed it. believed it. 
Well, He be-Well, He be-
lieved what we now have as the Old Testament. We lieved what we now have as the Old Testament. We 
believe the New Testament because He commis-believe the New Testament because He commis-
sioned the people who wrote it to speak for Him. sioned the people who wrote it to speak for Him. 
This is also why so many of the books that are sup-This is also why so many of the books that are sup-
posedly just now discovered are rejected. That’s the posedly just now discovered are rejected. That’s the 
nutshell of the issue. However, there is a lot more nutshell of the issue. However, there is a lot more 
that goes into the whole matter and discovering the that goes into the whole matter and discovering the 
provenance of the books. provenance of the books. 

Dear Zion,Dear Zion,
Message from PastorMessage from Pastor

WW
atch for more information on changes atch for more information on changes 

to the Sunday School schedule. to the Sunday School schedule. 

Classes will be held after worship Classes will be held after worship 

services beginning in September.services beginning in September.

ZZ
ion will be conducting its annual blood ion will be conducting its annual blood 

drive Saturday, September 24, 9 a.m. to drive Saturday, September 24, 9 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Donors 16 years and older are 1 p.m. Donors 16 years and older are 

eligible. eligible. 

 There will be more information in the  There will be more information in the 

coming weeks. coming weeks. 

“These commandments that I give you today “These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at home children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you and when you walk along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get up.”lie down and when you get up.”

Deut. 6:6-7Deut. 6:6-7
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Your Brother in Christ,Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Bror Erickson Pastor Bror Erickson 

Message from PastorMessage from Pastor
(cont’d. from page 1)(cont’d. from page 1)

Page 2

 On the 28th of August, we will resume  On the 28th of August, we will resume 
our Luther Chats with a study entitled “On our Luther Chats with a study entitled “On 
Temporal Authority: To What Extent it Should be Temporal Authority: To What Extent it Should be 
Obeyed.” There are copies of it on the music stand Obeyed.” There are copies of it on the music stand 
by the front door in the by the front door in the 
narthex. narthex. 
 In this treatise Lu- In this treatise Lu-
ther begins to speak about ther begins to speak about 
the Christian’s relation to the Christian’s relation to 
government, the purpose government, the purpose 
of government, and what of government, and what 
the limitations of the law are in the secular realm. the limitations of the law are in the secular realm. 
Here he really lays out what is often called the Here he really lays out what is often called the 
Two Kingdom Theory. Luther says there are Two Kingdom Theory. Luther says there are 
two kingdoms to which a Christian belongs, the two kingdoms to which a Christian belongs, the 
temporal and the church. There will always be dis-temporal and the church. There will always be dis-
sonance between the temporal law and God’s law. sonance between the temporal law and God’s law. 

Oftentimes it will be that the law will allow for a Oftentimes it will be that the law will allow for a 
certain amount of immoral activity. Being legal certain amount of immoral activity. Being legal 
doesn’t make something moral. In extreme cases, doesn’t make something moral. In extreme cases, 

the moral thing to do may be ille-the moral thing to do may be ille-
gal. In those cases, it is necessary gal. In those cases, it is necessary 
to obey God rather than man. At to obey God rather than man. At 
the same time, it is not necessary the same time, it is not necessary 
that we make every immoral act that we make every immoral act 
illegal. God has given us govern-illegal. God has given us govern-
ment in this world to keep the ment in this world to keep the 
peace and make it possible for peace and make it possible for 

us to live and work to make an honest living. This us to live and work to make an honest living. This 
was a rather radical notion, but one that eventually was a rather radical notion, but one that eventually 
had great infl uence on the founding fathers of the had great infl uence on the founding fathers of the 
United States and gave us the First Amendment United States and gave us the First Amendment 
guaranteeing religious freedom. guaranteeing religious freedom. 
 I hope to see you all there.  I hope to see you all there. 

IngatheringIngathering
forfor

Family Family 
CrisisCrisis
CenterCenter

TheThe  LWML will sponsor an ingathering for the Family Crisis LWML will sponsor an ingathering for the Family Crisis 
Center on August 14 and 21. Suggested items are hand Center on August 14 and 21. Suggested items are hand 

towels and washcloths, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, combs, towels and washcloths, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, combs, 
brushes, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, razors, and deodorant. Small brushes, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, razors, and deodorant. Small 
samples can also be part of the collection.samples can also be part of the collection.
 Thanks for your help! Thanks for your help!

ZZion Circle wishes to express their heartfelt ion Circle wishes to express their heartfelt 
(literally!) gratitude to all those who donated (literally!) gratitude to all those who donated 
to the Automated External Defi brillator to the Automated External Defi brillator 

(AED) fund. Zion Circle members had hoped to (AED) fund. Zion Circle members had hoped to 
collect about $300 to help with the cost of the collect about $300 to help with the cost of the 
$1,300 device and accessories. But, we are SO $1,300 device and accessories. But, we are SO 
happy to report that due to your generosity, we happy to report that due to your generosity, we 
were able to gather just over $900!!! This is in-were able to gather just over $900!!! This is in-
deed helpful, since it helps sustain Circle’s budget deed helpful, since it helps sustain Circle’s budget 
in hopes of providing more items or help when in hopes of providing more items or help when 
needed.needed.
 Thank you, too, to Gary and Kay Duncan,  Thank you, too, to Gary and Kay Duncan, 
who have been extremely helpful throughout this who have been extremely helpful throughout this 
process.process.
 The Duncans will be providing a familiar- The Duncans will be providing a familiar-
ization of the AED device to all members who ization of the AED device to all members who 
wish to learn how to operate the unit in an emer-wish to learn how to operate the unit in an emer-
gency situation. This very short session will take gency situation. This very short session will take 
place in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 7, place in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 7, 
after worship service during the coffee hour.after worship service during the coffee hour.
 Don’t be afraid to learn how to use the  Don’t be afraid to learn how to use the 
AED. You never know if you may be the one to AED. You never know if you may be the one to 
save a life, perhaps even of a family member. save a life, perhaps even of a family member. 
The unit is relatively simple to operate, and it, The unit is relatively simple to operate, and it, 
believe it or not, is able to make the decision as to believe it or not, is able to make the decision as to 
whether it is to be used. whether it is to be used. 
 Since it is a computerized medical device,  Since it is a computerized medical device, 
the AED can check a person’s heart rhythm and the AED can check a person’s heart rhythm and 
can recognize a rhythm that requires a shock. It can recognize a rhythm that requires a shock. It 
can advise the rescuer when a shock is needed and can advise the rescuer when a shock is needed and 
uses voice prompts, lights and text messages to uses voice prompts, lights and text messages to 
tell the rescuer the steps to take. Pretty smart, huh!tell the rescuer the steps to take. Pretty smart, huh!
 Please plan to attend, and, once again, thank  Please plan to attend, and, once again, thank 
you very much for your generosity!you very much for your generosity!

Thank YouThank You
from from 

Zion CircleZion Circle
AED InstructionAED Instruction

August 7August 7
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Message’
by Steve Ungerby Steve Unger

AsAs  I write this, it has not been a good week for our nation or for me. There seems to be I write this, it has not been a good week for our nation or for me. There seems to be 
trouble every place we turn, but that’s not really new, it has always been so. However, trouble every place we turn, but that’s not really new, it has always been so. However, 
we now all know about it on the new instant medium. It is used to attack our freedoms we now all know about it on the new instant medium. It is used to attack our freedoms 

and our faith, to bring change in our nation and not for the good. Much that we see is posed as some-and our faith, to bring change in our nation and not for the good. Much that we see is posed as some-
thing that it’s not, but we are led to believe it’s the truth. If you tell the lie long enough, then it has to thing that it’s not, but we are led to believe it’s the truth. If you tell the lie long enough, then it has to 
be the truth. be the truth. 
 Christian leaders are being attacked for their faith, that if you don’t accept the lie, then  Christian leaders are being attacked for their faith, that if you don’t accept the lie, then 
you will be taken down to face their wrath. This is happening in our government now, with many you will be taken down to face their wrath. This is happening in our government now, with many 
in Washington wanting to remove any trace of God from our lives. Christians are looked on as the in Washington wanting to remove any trace of God from our lives. Christians are looked on as the 

problem in our new progressive world. Hillary Clinton in a speech problem in our new progressive world. Hillary Clinton in a speech 
that she gave at the Women’s World Summit in 2015 said, “Laws that she gave at the Women’s World Summit in 2015 said, “Laws 
have to be backed up with resources and political will. And deep-have to be backed up with resources and political will. And deep-
seated religious beliefs have to be changed.” Just what the Devil seated religious beliefs have to be changed.” Just what the Devil 
wants! wants! 

  It is sad, but she is not the only one. This, too, though, is not really It is sad, but she is not the only one. This, too, though, is not really 
new, Christians have always had to fi ght the good fi ght. “new, Christians have always had to fi ght the good fi ght. “Therefore Therefore 

let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. Therefore, the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. Therefore, 
my beloved, fl ee from idolatry,”my beloved, fl ee from idolatry,” (1 Corinthians 10:12-14).  (1 Corinthians 10:12-14). 

Your Elder in Faith and Love, Your Elder in Faith and Love, 
Stephen UngerStephen Unger
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Church Council 
Meet ing Highlights

FFollowing are highlights from the Church ollowing are highlights from the Church 

Council Meeting held Tuesday, July 12, Council Meeting held Tuesday, July 12, 

2016.2016.

 In the  In the 

Youth Leader’s Youth Leader’s 

Report, the question Report, the question 

arose as to whether arose as to whether 

or not to renew the or not to renew the 

CVLI license that CVLI license that 

allows us to show allows us to show 

movies at church. movies at church. 

It was decided not It was decided not 

to renew due to the to renew due to the 

high price for the high price for the 

few times movies few times movies 

are shown.are shown.

 It was suggested that Pastor change his  It was suggested that Pastor change his 

report to a Weekly Worship Attendance rather than report to a Weekly Worship Attendance rather than 

Sunday Worship Attendance so that the Sunday Sunday Worship Attendance so that the Sunday 

evening and Wednesday services are also included.evening and Wednesday services are also included.

 Julie Jones reported that the April and  Julie Jones reported that the April and 

May Sunday School attendance had dwindled to May Sunday School attendance had dwindled to 

almost no attendees. She proposed having Sunday almost no attendees. She proposed having Sunday 

School held after church services rather than before School held after church services rather than before 

church. A motion was made and approved to move church. A motion was made and approved to move 

Sunday School time to after the church service.Sunday School time to after the church service.

 The Trustees reported on general main- The Trustees reported on general main-

tenance items. They also said Xerox has a better tenance items. They also said Xerox has a better 

and less expensive and less expensive 

copier that should copier that should 

be considered.be considered.

 The Treasur- The Treasur-

er’s and Financial er’s and Financial 

Secretary’s Reports Secretary’s Reports 

were approved, were approved, 

noting that they do noting that they do 

not match due to a not match due to a 

VANCO deposit not VANCO deposit not 

being included in being included in 

the Financial Secre-the Financial Secre-

tary’s Report.tary’s Report.

 In Old Business, Zion Circle met their  In Old Business, Zion Circle met their 

goal in fundraising to go toward the purchase of an goal in fundraising to go toward the purchase of an 

AED (Automated External Defi brillator) device. AED (Automated External Defi brillator) device. 

Gary Duncan has talked to Danny House about Gary Duncan has talked to Danny House about 

getting an instructor for training. getting an instructor for training. 

 A thank you card was received from the  A thank you card was received from the 

member who needed fi nancial help on loan debt.member who needed fi nancial help on loan debt.

 A question was raised about progress be- A question was raised about progress be-

ing made on the boats donated by Larry Bucholz.ing made on the boats donated by Larry Bucholz.



8/1 Steven Lukow
8/2 Kelsi Brown
8/3 Matthew Head
8/5  Ryan Wiedmeyer-Olson
8/6 Alyssa House
8/6 Joanne O’Keefe
8/7 Sonia Lukow
8/8 Sandy Galloway
8/9 Conner Ferguson
8/11 Shirley Fish
8/12 Tim Jones
8/12 Isabella Snyder
8/13 Brooklyn Calder
8/14 Laeticia Hunt
8/14 Rick Trost
8/15 Kami Calder
8/16 Sandra Lanier
8/18 Maxie Krueger
8/18 Luwana Scribner
8/19 Glen Isaacson
8/19 Dianna Thur
8/21 Melodie Leslie
8/24 Cindy Lyons
8/26 Christina Ferguson
8/27 Shannon Watson
8/29 David Leech
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God’s blessings to all,       

Youth Leader
by Michelle Thur

YOUTHYOUTH
GROUPGROUP

Aug. 13: Back-to-School BBQ at Aug. 13: Back-to-School BBQ at 
the Thurthe Thur’’s 4 p.m. - 6 or 7 p.m.s 4 p.m. - 6 or 7 p.m.

8/2 Kelsi Brown8/2 Kelsi Brown
8/5 Ryan Wiedmeyer-Olson8/5 Ryan Wiedmeyer-Olson
8/9 Conner Ferguson8/9 Conner Ferguson
8/12 Isabella Snyder8/12 Isabella Snyder
8/13 Brooklyn Calder8/13 Brooklyn Calder
8/21 Melodie Leslie8/21 Melodie Leslie
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Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith. 
May God bless and keep you!

Check out the 
Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website 
at zlyouth.weebly.com

Friend Zion Lutheran 
Youth Farmington 

on Facebook!!!

From the From the 
Youth Leader’s Youth Leader’s 

DeskDesk
by Michelle Thurby Michelle Thur

DD
uring the sermon delivered on July 9, Pastor spoke about our lack of goodness because of uring the sermon delivered on July 9, Pastor spoke about our lack of goodness because of 
sin. Sin is what separates us from God, but God is so great that He provided a way for our sin. Sin is what separates us from God, but God is so great that He provided a way for our 
sin to be wiped clean.  sin to be wiped clean.  

 It is often hard — as a matter of fact, it is a daily struggle — to fi ght what the world tells  It is often hard — as a matter of fact, it is a daily struggle — to fi ght what the world tells 
us we should be, what we should look like, how we should act. But God created us, and if we us we should be, what we should look like, how we should act. But God created us, and if we 
read the fi rst chapter of Genesis, we fi nd that everything God created was “good.” read the fi rst chapter of Genesis, we fi nd that everything God created was “good.” 
Therefore, we are — by the nature God made us — good. Then sin enters our lives. Therefore, we are — by the nature God made us — good. Then sin enters our lives. 
This sin can separate us from God. But God gave us Jesus Christ, and through His This sin can separate us from God. But God gave us Jesus Christ, and through His 
death and resurrection, we are clean of everything that separates us from Him.  death and resurrection, we are clean of everything that separates us from Him.  
 Therefore, we need to see and understand that as a creation of God, we are  Therefore, we need to see and understand that as a creation of God, we are 
good. We are beautiful in the eyes of God and that is what is important. The things good. We are beautiful in the eyes of God and that is what is important. The things 
of this world will fall away, they will change and often leave us disappointed, but the love and of this world will fall away, they will change and often leave us disappointed, but the love and 
grace of God will last for eternity.grace of God will last for eternity.
 God’s peace to you and and may you open your heart to see yourself the way God sees  God’s peace to you and and may you open your heart to see yourself the way God sees 
you.  Amen.you.  Amen.

Upcoming:Upcoming:

Nature WalkNature Walk
July 11, 2016July 11, 2016

YouthYouth
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Finance at a Glance...
June 2016June 2016
Operating Income: $17,595.15Operating Income: $17,595.15
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.83Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.83
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
-$705.68-$705.68
Operating Expense: $16,951.17Operating Expense: $16,951.17
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.68Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.68
Net Operating Income: $643.98Net Operating Income: $643.98

Year-to-DateYear-to-Date
Operating Income: $102,830.65Operating Income: $102,830.65
Budgeted Operating Income: $109,805.02Budgeted Operating Income: $109,805.02
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
-$6,974.37-$6,974.37
Operating Expense: $109,358.43Operating Expense: $109,358.43
Budgeted Operating Expense: $109,329.92Budgeted Operating Expense: $109,329.92
Net Operating Income: -$6,527.78Net Operating Income: -$6,527.78

Balance SheetBalance Sheet
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$10,758.37Operating Checking Account Balance: -$10,758.37
Total Checking Account Balance: $11,156.54Total Checking Account Balance: $11,156.54
Building Expansion Fund: $49,397.51Building Expansion Fund: $49,397.51
Family Fund: $1,418.88Family Fund: $1,418.88
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $44,243.02Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $44,243.02
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,150.01Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,150.01
Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,959.02Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,959.02
Total Assets: $1,178,961.90Total Assets: $1,178,961.90
Total Liabilities: $352,936.79 (includes LCEF mortgage of $349,081.52)Total Liabilities: $352,936.79 (includes LCEF mortgage of $349,081.52)
Net Worth (Equity): $826,025.11Net Worth (Equity): $826,025.11

Update on the Wolf PackUpdate on the Wolf Pack
YouYou  will recall that back in April, we had will recall that back in April, we had 

an inspiring talk by John Wolf who an inspiring talk by John Wolf who 
was raising funds for him and his wife to become was raising funds for him and his wife to become 
career missionaries in Africa. Along with their career missionaries in Africa. Along with their 
fi ve children, they were planning to serve in fi ve children, they were planning to serve in 
Kenya. Kenya. 
 Recently we received a note from the Wolf  Recently we received a note from the Wolf 
Pack — John, Jenn, Ian, Sean, Thad, Anna, and Pack — John, Jenn, Ian, Sean, Thad, Anna, and 
Angus — thanking for contributions and asking Angus — thanking for contributions and asking 

for your continued prayers. They deployed on July for your continued prayers. They deployed on July 
21 to Africa, where, after a week in Nairobi, they 21 to Africa, where, after a week in Nairobi, they 
traveled to Tanzania where they will remain for traveled to Tanzania where they will remain for 
three months of training in the Swahili language three months of training in the Swahili language 
for the whole family.for the whole family.
 They send their greetings to all of us at Zion  They send their greetings to all of us at Zion 
and fi nd it encouraging to hear from those pray-and fi nd it encouraging to hear from those pray-
ing for them. You can stay in touch with the Wolf ing for them. You can stay in touch with the Wolf 
Pack by going to their blog online at hereiamsend-Pack by going to their blog online at hereiamsend-
mesendme.blogspot.com.mesendme.blogspot.com.
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TThere are a number of people who desire your prayers. If you have a here are a number of people who desire your prayers. If you have a 
name you would like to add, please let us know. Conversely, please name you would like to add, please let us know. Conversely, please 
let us know when you would like a name removed from the list.let us know when you would like a name removed from the list.

Somer Love, friend of the O’Keefe’s, cystic fi brosisSomer Love, friend of the O’Keefe’s, cystic fi brosis
Roger Linke, Luwana Scribner’s brother, cancerRoger Linke, Luwana Scribner’s brother, cancer
Lilly Phillips, great-grandniece of the Esau’s, leukemiaLilly Phillips, great-grandniece of the Esau’s, leukemia
Debbie Mobley, daughter of Virginia Schlueter, leukemiaDebbie Mobley, daughter of Virginia Schlueter, leukemia
Marie Humphrey, sister of Virginia Schlueter, stroke and dementiaMarie Humphrey, sister of Virginia Schlueter, stroke and dementia
Sue Gehrke, former member, cancerSue Gehrke, former member, cancer
Aspen Thompson granddaughter of the Fishers, health issues related to  Aspen Thompson granddaughter of the Fishers, health issues related to  
 pregnancy pregnancy
Gilbert Huntsman, son-in-law of Virginia Schlueter, cancerGilbert Huntsman, son-in-law of Virginia Schlueter, cancer
Steve Dye, friend of the Neels, in serious condition after a motorcycle crashSteve Dye, friend of the Neels, in serious condition after a motorcycle crash
Matt hew Brinkley, son of David & Zola, cancerMatt hew Brinkley, son of David & Zola, cancer

Friends & Relatives:Friends & Relatives:

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.   ~ 1 John 5:14according to his will, he hears us.   ~ 1 John 5:14

Merle PilavjianMerle Pilavjian
Matt  PilavjianMatt  Pilavjian
Joan WoodJoan Wood
Carol MadduxCarol Maddux
Glen IsaacsonGlen Isaacson
Carol CahenzliCarol Cahenzli
Helen TerryHelen Terry
Esther McKeeverEsther McKeever

George Wimsatt George Wimsatt 
Shirley FishShirley Fish
Dar TrostDar Trost
Marie BondMarie Bond
 Jo Anne Ellsaesser Jo Anne Ellsaesser
Paul HechtPaul Hecht
Diana FisherDiana Fisher
Howard LimbackHoward Limback

Members:Members:

  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
~Rom. 12:12~Rom. 12:12

CCongratulations to Jimmie and Diana Fisher on their ongratulations to Jimmie and Diana Fisher on their 

55th wedding anniversary — an inspiration to all!55th wedding anniversary — an inspiration to all!

 Please keep Howard Limback in your  Please keep Howard Limback in your 

prayers. Howard was airlifted to Albuquerque for treatment for prayers. Howard was airlifted to Albuquerque for treatment for 

bleeding in the brain. He has since returned to Farmington and bleeding in the brain. He has since returned to Farmington and 

is in rehabilitation. May God grant him a full recovery.is in rehabilitation. May God grant him a full recovery.


