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with His coming at Christmas, but at the begin-

ning of the season the focus is on His second 

coming. This is why I like to preach on the Old 

Testament texts for the Wednes-

day services in Advent.  

 The Jews of the Old Testa-

ment waited for the coming Messi-

ah — they didn’t expect Him as a 

child born of a virgin, but to come 

in glory as He will on the last day. 

Though the text certainly talked 

about both realities, the two com-

ings of the Messiah were so blend-

ed and intertwined that people were confused 

enough to miss Him altogether when He came 

in mercy, grace and blessing to die for the sins 

of the world and prepare us for His second 

coming.  

 He comes again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and then the time of mercy, 

A 
dvent is here! This year we have four 

Wednesday Night Advent Services, 

as Christmas falls on a Sunday. Our 

schedule will be to have church 

on Wednesday night at 7 p.m. I 

will be preaching on the Old Tes-

tament lessons from the Sunday 

before. For Christmas Eve we will 

have our two services at 7 and 11 

for the midnight mass that ends 

at midnight. Sunday morning we 

will have service at 10:15.  

 I will also be starting a 

new series for the children’s sermons this year. 

I will be going through the liturgy and the 

church year piece by piece and showing where 

it comes from in Scripture and talking about 

why we worship in the way we do.  

 The First Sunday in Advent is the first 

Sunday of the church year. Our focus at this 

time is on the coming of Christ. This culminates 

December 2016 

Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 2) 

Special Worship Schedule 

Advent Services each Wednesday at 7 p.m.: 

November 30, December 7, 14, & 21 

Christmas Eve, December 24: 7 & 11 p.m. 

Christmas Day, December 25: 10:15 a.m. 

The virgin  

will be with child  

and will  

give birth  

to a son,  

and they will  

call him Immanuel  
which means,  

“God with us.” 
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grace and blessing will be over for those who 

have rejected Him in this life. By preaching on 

the Old Testament texts, we get a sense of the 

hope and aspirations our brothers and sisters 

from the Old Testament eras had concerning 

Christ, the Savior who has embraced us in love, 

to save us from our sins.  

 So we start another year of grace, thank-

ful for the time that God has granted to us in this 

world to grow in our faith and love for Him and 

for each other. This is why we come to church 

and why we worship as we do. For when we are 

gathered together in His name, He is among us 

to grant us faith and sustain us in our journey 

together.  

Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor Bror Erickson  

(cont’d. from page 1) 

Message from Pastor 
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December 

LWML  will hold their annual pre-Christmas Craft and Bake Sale on December 4 after the 

church service in the Fellowship Hall. Proceeds will go to help fund their missions 

for 2016. Any donations of either bake or craft items from the congregation are appreciated. 

 The annual LWML Christmas Party will be at the home of Helen Terry on December 15 at 7 p.m. 

All women and any friends are welcome to join in the festivities. Check with any LWML member or with 

Helen for more details or directions. There will be a gift exchange of no more than $10 if you want to 

take part with the members. Come and bring a friend! 

 Carol Maddux will be taking orders for poinsettias to display in the sanctuary 

until December 18. See Carol before or after a church service, or call her at 327-

4010. 

 Circle these dates on your calendar and join in the spirit of Christmas with 

the LWML! 

Zion Circle to assemble 
Christmas Care Boxes 

Z ion Circle will be collecting non-perishable food items through De-

cember 18 to fill Christmas Care Boxes for families in need. A box is 

set up in the narthex for your donations. 

 On December 20, Circle members will assemble the Care Boxes be-

ginning at 10:15 a.m. This will be followed by a potluck luncheon. All mem-

bers of the congregation are welcome to join in. If you know of a family in 

need who would benefit from a Care Box, please talk with Betty Troxel or 

any Circle member. 

 Thank you for your help, and God’s blessings to you this Christmas 

Season! 

Be  sure  to 

stop by the  

Fellowship Hall on December 3rd 

when Zion will host the second annual 

Christkindlmarket. The event runs from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. and features artwork and crafts. The 

youth will also be selling burritos. Come and get 

your Christmas shopping done! 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 



 As 
 usual, deadline for my message is Friday, and I had no clue as to what to write 

about. Just after Joanne sent me a reminder that she would need it, I sat down and 

read something that I have been meaning to read all week.  

 And…once again, I don't want to make this "about me," but, once again, I kinda did!! Maybe 

more of you can relate to this, at least I hope so. Basically, I have been "missing the forest due to the 

trees." 

On a recent Sunday, the Gospel from Luke 20:27-40 really hit home. It talked about if a man's 

brother dies and his wife is childless, the next brother should marry her and have children. Well, she 

went through all seven brothers and was still childless, then she, too, died.  

      A question was put before Jesus asking at resurrection day whose wife she would be, and Jesus 

told them in verse 34 that people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those worthy of the 

resurrection will neither marry or be given in marriage.  

      This was sad to me (in my earthly state of mind) because it pretty much says point blank that 

Brenda and I won't be married in heaven. And how about all these people telling me, "She is waiting for 

you in heaven," etc.   

      But, on the flip side of the coin, it actually woke me up. Now I can see the trees through the for-

est. I was pretty much dragging my feet on this "dating game," because I was partially wondering that if I 

did remarry, who would I be with in heaven: Brenda or the next one. Well, as far as a wife, I guess nei-

ther, but, as far as fellow Christians, BOTH.  

    So, I do think that this chapter in Luke can help serve us in an earthly way, too. It can be a re-

minder to us that we should really love and cherish those around us: spouse, children, friends, etc.  They 

are on "loan" to us, and us to them — until we are all united together in heaven.  

EldEr’s 
Message 

May the love of Christ always be in and with you!!  
Your friend in Christ, 

             Tim Snyder 

By Tim Snyder 
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We  have been so encouraged by the interest in the BFF group (broken forgiven friends). Our 

plans are to start in January. We are still discussing the best day(s) to meet and are gath-

ering information. As we have prayed about and discussed this, I came upon the following verse: 

 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has 

now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blame-

less and beyond reproach — if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not 

moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation un-

der heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.  

Colossians 1:21-23 

 Being broken, I realize I was (still am in some areas?) an enemy of God — alienated and hostile in 

mind — yet while still a sinner Christ died for me (Romans 5:8).  Being forgiven, I realize I am reconciled 

through Christ to be blameless in front of God.  The "if" above is what I daily need help with 

from friends —"if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel. . . "  The world, Satan, and my flesh constantly distract me from be-

ing firmly established and steadfast in my journey of faith and constantly move me away from the hope 

of the gospel.  As we gather together, we will encourage and strengthen each other by studying God's 

Word, discussing it, and applying it. We can be confident that if we hold fast to that Word — command-

ments, guidance, and promises — we will be firmly established and steadfast and experience Christ's 

promise of peace.  

 If you are interested or want more information about this group, please call Shannon at 793-1172 

or Michelle at 330-8929.  

BFF Group beginning in January 
by Shannon Watson 
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F 
ollowing are 

highlights from 

the Semi-Annual 

Voters’ Meeting held Sunday, 

November 13, 2016. 

 The minutes were 

approved from the Novem-

ber 2015 and May 2016 Vot-

ers’ Meetings. 

 Youth Leader Michelle Thur reviewed 

some of the past year’s events and asked for 

volunteers to host a youth progressive din-

ner. 

 In Pastor’s Report, he highlighted 

sections of a Lutheran Witness article enti-

tled “Numerical Decline in LCMS.” 

 The Elders reported there is a short-

age in their ranks and more are needed. 

 The Trustees reported that the park-

ing lot has been sealed at a very good price. 

The old copier is available for donation to a 

good charity. 

 Both the Treasurer’s 

Report and Financial Secre-

tary’s Report were ap-

proved. 

 In New Business, bal-

lots were distributed. A mo-

tion was passed approving 

all those on the ballot. The proposed budget 

was presented, noting that the Moab con-

gregation is still being supported by $500 per 

month. A motion to approve the budget was 

passed, with support still being provided to 

Moab. A motion was made to move worship 

to 9:30 a.m. and Sunday School to 10:45 

a.m. Discussion followed. Overall, Sunday 

School attendance has not improved with 

the time changed to after the worship ser-

vice. It was generally felt that an earlier wor-

ship service will impact the elderly. The mo-

tion failed. 

Highlights from Semi-Annual  
Voters’ Meeting 

F ollowing are highlights from the Church Council Meeting held Tuesday, November 8, 2016. 

 Pastor reported that Sunday evening services have only been attended by guests rather 

than by members. Luther Chats will continue on the 

last Sunday of each month. 

 The Trustees reported the parking lot cracks have 

been sealed for $567 and includes the perimeter around the 

parking lot curb. The irrigation system has been shut off, 

and a new copier has been installed. 

 In Old Business, Tim House will draw up ballots for 

elections. 

 In New Business,  discussion will be brought up at the 

Voters’ Meeting for moving worship service to 9:30 a.m., 

with Sunday School to follow. The budget was discussed, with a motion made and seconded to approve 

the 2017 budget for passage at the Voters’ Meeting.  

Church Council Meeting  
Highlights 

G 
oing shopping on Amazon this Christmas season? If so, you can help Zion financially at no addition-

al cost to you by using the smile.amazon.com website instead of the plain vanilla Amazon.com site. 

Doing so will result in Amazon contributing ½% of your purchase to a charitable institution of your 

choice (we suggest Zion).  

 All you need to do for your first purchase is to visit smile.amazon.com, go to “Your Account,” 

and click “Amazon Smile,” then specify “Zion Lutheran Church.” Note that there are several Zion 

churches listed, so be sure to pick Zion in Farmington, NM. That’s it.  

 For future Amazon purchases, visit the smile.amazon.com site, and your selected charity will be 

automatically credited when you order. The “Smile” website is identical to the regular Amazon site in 

every way. 

Ho, ho, ho... Shopping made easy! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Youth Burrito & Craft 
Making/Parent & Youth 
Meeting 

3 
9 a.m - 4p.m. 
Christkindlmarket 

4 Second Sunday in Advent 
(Blue) Elder: Tim Watson 
Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 
Altar Duty: J im & Barb 
Lukow/Usher: Jim Lukow 
Greeters: Tim & Wilma House 
LWML Craft & Bake Sale 
5 p.m. Confirmation 

5 6 712:15 p.m. Holy Commun-
ion Service 
6:40 p.m. Youth Puppet Play 
Practice 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. Advent Service 

8 
Lifeline Screening 

9 
Astro Friday: Star of Bethle-
hem at SJC 

10 
8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
Youth Progressive Dinner 

 

11Third Sunday in Advent 
(Blue) Elder: Jim Lukow  
Acolyte: Josh Davis 
Greeters: Tim & Julie Jones 
5 p.m. Confirmation 

12 13 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council 

14 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 
Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. Advent Service (Youth 
Puppet Play & Skit) 

15 
7 p.m. LWML Christmas 
Party at Helen Terry’s 

16 

Newsletter Deadline 

17 

18Fourth Sunday in Advent 
(Blue) Elder:Tom O’Keefe 
Acolyte: Bayleigh Culpep-
per 
Greeter: Gary Hobbs 
Last day to order Christmas 
poinsettias (see Carol Maddux) 
5 p.m. Confirmation 

19 20 
10:15 a.m. Zion Circle 
Christmas Care Box  
Assembly & Potluck 

21Winter Solstice 
(Northern) 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 
Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 
7 p.m. Advent Service 

22 23 24 Christmas Eve 
7 p.m. & 11 p.m.  
Christmas Eve Services 
 

25The Nativity of our Lord 
(White) 
Elder: Tim Snyder  
Acolyte: Noah Keune 
Greeter: Mary Pipkin 
10:15 a.m. Christmas Day 
Service 

26 27 28 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 
Service 

29 30 31 

DECEMBER 2016 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 
God’s blessings to all, 

 Dec. 2: Burrito & Craft Making (with pizza and prizes) + Parent/Youth Meeting 

 Dec. 3: Christkindlmarket  

 Dec. 9: Astro Friday: Star of Bethlehem at San Juan College 

 Dec. 10: Progressive Dinner. We need church member volunteers to host  

  Progressive Dinner. 

 Dec. 14: Youth and children will perform a puppet play and skit during the  

  Advent Service (mandatory practice will be Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 at  

  6:40 p.m.) 

Coming in January: 

Possibilities include cooking at the church (especially for the little ones), Bowling,      

Servant Event,  and Youth-Hosted Fellowship! 

*** All youth activities, events, and projects are in the newsletter and on the website  

***  The youth schedule is dependent on youth/parent communication of interest, 

 availability, and participation  

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

  apostle Paul describes the armor of 

God in Ephesians. When he talks 

about the armor of God, he is talking about more 

than just helpful tips for our daily lives, he is talk-

ing about a line of defense that Satan and his de-

mons cannot get through if we are 

wearing His armor.  

 The second piece of armor 

Paul talks about is the breastplate of 

righteousness. What is righteousness 

and how can a breastplate be related 

to righteousness???   

 In I Kings 22, a very selfish 

king, Ahab, thought he could disguise himself in 

order to avoid his fate that God had determined. 

The breastplate he was wearing had an opening 

that allowed an arrow to pierce him, and he lost 

his life. 

 Satan and his demons are ready to charge 

at you in any moment of weakness. Although you 

carry your sword and shield, there are oftentimes 

when the onslaught from Satan and his groupies 

throw weapons of temptation, despair, doubt, 

etc. that are too many to parry. They take aim — 

straight for your heart, BUT WAIT! You are wear-

ing your breastplate!! 

 Righteousness delivers us from death, not 

physical death but death and separation from 

God. With righteousness we are able to combat 

our enemies. When we obey God, and love, and 

follow God’s word, we are righteous in Him. 

When we are righteous, we have God’s protec-

tion — the breastplate. When we sin 

and are unrepentant, we are leaving 

our breastplate open for Satan’s weap-

ons to pierce us. 

 We can only have righteous-

ness because our Lord is righteous. 1 

Thessalonians 5:8 states, “But let us 

who are of the day be sober, putting on 

the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet 

the hope of salvation.” Faith and love also protect 

our hearts. It's interesting to study how faith and 

love relate to righteousness. Faith works "through 

love" (Galatians 5:6). To “take up the whole ar-

mor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand” (Ephesians 6:13) we must love God by 

being dedicated to reading His word, listening to 

Him, and following His will. Wearing the breast-

plate of righteousness is a lifelong action. And 

God has promised forgiveness and salvation 

through His Son Jesus when we dedicate our lives 

to wearing His armor. Amen!!!!! 

by Michelle Thur 
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“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and 
God’s Spirit dwells in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 

 

T his ultimately means to me that I have a duty to 

go out and speak about God. Since God’s Spirit 

is and will always be alive in me, I need to be 

often proclaiming my love to the Lord. God is 

building me to be a man of the Lord because He is 

making me His temple or His place of worship. 

God’s temple is a place of faith and worship and 

ultimate devotion to the Divine. Of course, I know 

that God wants me to grow in faith and keep His 

Spirit alive within my daily life.  

[Editor’s Note: Welcome to Youth Talk! This new 
column will be written by one of our youth in the 
congregation each month.] by James Schryver 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

12/2  Bayleigh Culpepper 

12/13 Rece Wiedmeyer-Olson 

12/26 Sydney Dennington 

12/26 Ian Hall 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$18,901.30 
Total Checking Account Balance: $8,577.61 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,451.99  
Family Fund: $1,664.88 
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $50,103.08 (EFT contributions are deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,150.01 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,988.36 
Total Assets: $1,171,846.69 
Total Liabilities: $340,746.02 (includes LCEF mortgage of $336,978.03) 
Net Worth (Equity): $831,100.67 

October 2016 
Operating Income: $18,783.50 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.83 
Operating Income minus Budgeted  
Income: $482.67 
Operating Expense: $20,141.04 
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.68 
Net Operating Income: -$1,367.54 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $174,527.31 
Budgeted Operating Income: $183,008.34 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$8481.03 
Operating Expense: $182,142.20 
Budgeted Operating Expense: $182,216.64 
Net Operating Income: -$7,614.89 

Finance At A Glance... 

W ould you like a more convenient way to provide your 

regular financial support for Zion? Consider using 

Electronic Funds Transfer rather than writing a check 

for each of your periodic contributions.  

  You will save time, you won’t need to search for your 

offering envelope, and Zion receives your contributions when 

you’re unable to attend church. There’s no cost to members or  

Zion, and signing up is easy. See Tom O’Keefe for more information. 

Easy 

Giving 
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Youth Fellowship 
Night 

at the  

Watson’s 

*** 
Nov. 12, 2016 

C 
ongratulations to James Schryver, who made All-District first team 

goalkeeper for soccer! 

 Helen Terry reports that her great-grandson, Duane Terry, 

who is the grandson of David Terry, graduated from the United States Ma-

rine Corp Boot Camp on November 4. What a great achievement, and 

thanks go to Duane for serving his country. 

 There are a number of people on the prayer list, who are suffering 

from various difficulties. Please keep them in your prayers. They include 

Gilbert Huntsman, Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nancy 

Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, 

Marie Humphrey, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, 

Deborah Unger, Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard 

Smith, John Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Galloway, Bill Galloway, Frances Wilkey, and Jim Lukow. 

T 
here will be a Life Line Screening service at Zion on December 8. This offers resi-

dents in the area the opportunity to discover their risk for chronic diseases such as 

atherosclerosis, peripheral arterial disease, or other vascular conditions. For more 

information, see Pastor Erickson, or visit lifelinescreening.com. 

12/1 Gary Duncan 
12/2 David Brinkley 
12/7 Savannah Lanier 
12/12 Baileigh Culpepper 
12/13 Rece Wiedmeyer-Olson 
12/14 Carol Cahenzli 
12/16 David Lukow 
12/17 Andrew Galloway 

12/18 Austin Roper 
12/18 Joan Wood 
12/21 Laura House 
12/24 Alden Gabel 
12/25 Jennifer Saville 
12/25 Don Wood 
12/26 Sydney Dennington 
12/26 Ian Hall 
12/29 Esther McKeever 


