
www.zionfarmingtonlcms.org 

Lutheran Church 
Zion 

Newsletter 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 

Bror Erickson, Pastor 

Zion Lutheran C
hurch 

7
4

5
5

 Fo
o

th
ills D

rive 
Farm

in
gto

n
, N

M
 8

7
4

0
2

 
5

0
5

-3
2

5
-3

4
2

0
 

Su
n

d
ay W

o
rsh

ip
 Service 8

 a.m
. (b

eg. 1
/1

5
), 

1
0

:1
5

 a.m
. &

 7
 p

.m
. 

B
ib

le Stu
d

y &
 Su

n
d

ay Sch
o

o
l 9

:3
0

 a.m
. 

W
e

d
n

esd
ay H

o
ly C

o
m

m
u

n
io

n
 Service 1

2
:1

5
 p

.m
. 

January 2017 

Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

Special Worship Schedule 

New Year is here! Seems crazy. 

But, with the New Year we have 

some new things happening at Zion.  

 At our last Voters’ Meeting, we discussed 

a few things pertaining to our worship schedule, 

and it was decided we would continue to have 

our 10:15 service.  However, afterward I was 

asked by a couple of people if I wouldn’t mind 

starting an 8 a.m. service. This is something I am 

very happy to do! I’m still not quite sure how it 

will take shape. There won’t be any organ music 

for it, as it stands right now. So, we may find 

some other means of accompaniment or sing a 

cappella, which can be a lot of fun. What we do 

know is that we will have an 8 a.m. service 

where God’s Word will be preached and His 

Sacraments given in accordance with His word. 

It may also be a shorter service. This will neces-

sitate the return of 9 a.m. Bible Study and Sun-

day School. The 10:15 service will be followed 

by fellowship as 

before. This 

new schedule 

begins January 15. 

 We will also be consecrating the Church 

Council and officers of LWML and Zion Circle 

on the 8th of January. We are very thankful for 

the new members on the Church Council and 

for all the hard work that was put in by those 

who are leaving. 

 Whenever I think of the New Year, I’m 

reminded of the church festival that is cele-

brated for the New Year. It comes eight days 

after Christmas, and so it is on that day that 

we celebrate the naming and circumcision of 

Christ. It’s a rather neglected holiday, and 

when it is celebrated, most people prefer to 

talk about the name of Jesus, but it is in the 

circumcision of Christ that it is shown how the 

T 
here will soon be another Sunday 

morning option for attending church 

services. 

 Beginning January 15, there will be a 

worship service at 8 a.m. in addition to the 

10:15 a.m. service. Bible Study and Sunday 

School will follow at 9 a.m., with fellowship 

after the 10:15 a.m. service. 

 Other services remain the same, with 

a 7 p.m. Sunday worship service and  a 12:15 

p.m. Holy Communion service on Wednes-

days. 

C onfirmation is on holiday schedule and 

will resume on January 12th! 



Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor Bror Erickson  

(cont’d. from page 1) 
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Bringing Hope Through Christ name of Jesus would be given fulfilment in this 

Child.  

 See, for the Jewish people, names were 

much more than monikers to which one re-

sponded. They had meaning, they were meant 

to capture the essence of the person, or per-

haps inspire 

something in 

them. Jesus was 

the same name 

as Joshua in the 

Old Testament. 

It meant “The 

Lord Saves.” No 

doubt, the name 

inspired Joshua 

himself to re-

main faithful when others grumbled so that he 

would be the one to ultimately lead Israel to 

victory in the Promised Land. But the salvation 

Jesus would offer would be of another type, His 

would be a salvation from the curse and con-

demnation of the law that came to be repre-

sented by circumcision.  

 The circumcision brought one into the 

covenant with God, as well as into a strict rela-

tionship with the law. I read the Old Testament 

and I’m often at a loss for how they kept every-

thing straight! What they could eat, what they 

could wear and how it was to be worn, which 

sacrifices were needed for this and which for 

that. However, keeping it straight was one 

thing, keeping it quite another. No one lived up 

to the Commandments God gave. And in this 

we have a lot in common with the people of the 

Old Testament. We aren’t even given the bi-

zarre-looking laws of the Old Testament, and 

yet we know that we fail to live up to even the 

most basic concepts of right and wrong. We 

can’t lower the laws bar enough to clear it. But 

Jesus did.  

 And, the first thing He did to accomplish 

this for us was to be circumcised. Perhaps it 

wasn’t so much an active choice on His part, 

although He was the only child who ever got to 

pick his parents. He was God after all, He chose 

to be born to Mary and Joseph, and as God, He 

chose to subject himself to the law He had im-

posed upon the descendants of Abraham that 

He might fulfill it for us and for them.  

 But, as a boy born to Mary, He was no 

more able to choose than any child at eight days 

old. Still, His parents subjected him to the law 

by having Him circumcised. This put Him into 

the Old Covenant God had made with Abraham, 

the covenant that the Israelites ratified at Mt. 

Sinai. It bound Him to the law, to every jot and 

tittle of it. And it was there that this Child swore 

with His own blood dripping from the most per-

sonal aspect of His anatomy that He would fulfill 

that law for us — in essence, giving a down pay-

ment for our sins that would be paid in full 

when that very same divine blood would pour 

from His pierced heart on the cross. It was a 

resolution He made on New Year’s Day and a 

resolution He kept when no one else could.  

T hank you to all those who provided poin-

settias this Christmas season to beautify the 

sanctuary, and thanks to Carol Maddux for 

organizing! 

Thanks 
from 

LWML 

Alden Gabel 

David & Zola Brinkley 

Lillian Crabtree 

Jo Anne Ellsaesser 

Jimmie & Diana Fisher 

Glen & Billie Isaacson 

The Maeschens 

Kathy & Rick Meyers (two, in honor of 
their parents) 

Marlis Rushing 

Virginia Schlueter 

Joe & Shirley Shelby 

Joan Vilven 

Lennis Walker 

Joe & Frances Wilkey 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Tim House 
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T 
hank you to the many who have served our church faithfully this past year. Congratulations to 

our new and returning officers of the Church Council and committee groups! Installation of all 

officers takes place on Sunday, January 8, during the worship service. 

Church Council: 

President:  Tim Watson 
Vice President: Gary Duncan 
Secretary:  Sandra Lanier 
Treasurer:  Ken Hunt 
Financial Secretary: Tom O’Keefe 
Elders:   Tim House 
   Jim Lukow 
   Terry Neel 
   Tim Snyder 
Trustees:  Jerry Dennington 
   Jimmie Fisher 
   Tim Jones 
   Rick Meyers 
   Kelly Thur 
Sunday School 
Superintendent: Julie Jones 
Youth Leader:  Michelle Thur 
 

LWML: 
President:  Mary Pipkin 
Vice President: Carol Maddux 
Secretary/Treasurer: Joan Vilven 
 

Zion Circle: 
President:  Betty Troxel 
Vice President: Julie Jones 
Secretary:  Barbara Lukow 
Treasurer:  Joanne O’Keefe 

S pecial thanks go to outgoing officers and committee members DeAnza Sona, Steve Unger, Scott 

Kelly, Matthew Pilavjian, and former member Rob Ewing. 
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W 
hat a fantastic time Wilma and I had hosting the main course for the Youth Progressive Din-

ner, and what a turnout from the youth! I will say that when Michelle let us know how many 

to expect — 20 youth and parents — I stood in the living room calculating square footage, 

considering if I could fit 20 people in the living room and wondering if we had 20 chairs lying 

around somewhere.  

We went on with the plan, however, with a homemade lasagna and got everything set up, 

but I was still worried if we could pull this off. At a little before 7 p.m., Michelle called and said they 

were on their way. The lasagna was just about finished so I stuck it in 

the broiler to finish browning. We were ready.  

The doorbell rang, and in came people ranging in size from 

little and small to big and tall and everything in between. It was panic 

time! Well, grace was said, the serving began, and everyone seemed to 

have a place to sit, thanks in part to Michelle bringing some extra 

chairs along, so everything was proceeding according to plan.  

The little ones finished and immediately headed for the stairs 

and started sliding down them. The older ones were engaged in conver-

sation, and I stood there taking it in and thinking what a fantastic event 

this turned out to be. The youth that showed up 

and the parents who volunteered to help transport 

and support this worthwhile event left me in awe 

and full of joy. I hope there will be another one 

this coming year. If we are available, we will 

definitely participate again, and I hope others in 

the congregation will consider participating also. 

I can guarantee you will have a great time. 

 I would like to thank Michelle for organ-

izing this, the other families that opened their 

homes, and the youth and parents that supported 

this event. 
God's blessings, 

Tim House 
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F 
ollowing are highlights from the Church 

Council Meeting held Tuesday, Decem-

ber 13, 2016. 

 In the Youth 

Leader’s Report, 

Michelle Thur said 

that the burrito-

making event for 

Christkindlmarket was 

a success, with lots of 

participation. There 

was also a good turn-

out for the progres-

sive dinner, and 

Michelle thanked the hosts. The children’s 

Christmas program is scheduled for December 

14. 

 Pastor presented his report, noting there 

was a baptism of the Fisher’s great-grandson. 

 In the Elders’ Report, a motion was ap-

proved to accept Bonnie Adams into the congre-

gation by affirmation of faith. 

 The Trustees reported that the sanctuary 

lights would be changed to LED. A motion was 

approved to re-key the locks. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report and the 

Treasurer’s Report were both approved. 

 In Old Business, 

Zion has not yet re-

ceived a check from BP 

for royalty. Tom 

O’Keefe will follow up 

on the matter. 

 In New Busi-

ness, installation of 

officers will be January 

8. An ad will be placed 

in the Daily Times for our Christmas services. 

Tom O’Keefe will check with ABC Canvas about 

building a cover for our existing sign that we can 

use to put lettering on to advertise for Easter and 

Christmas services. 

 There was discussion on adding an 8 a.m. 

service. Concerns are music, slide show, and El-

der availability. A motion was approved to start 

an 8 a.m. service on January 15 in addition to the 

10:15 a.m. service, with Sunday School and Bible 

Study held in between services.  

Page 7 

A  new year is here! If you're like me, you've made a lot of mental promises of how this year will 

be different. Being experienced at this "New Year's Resolution" thing, I know that most of my 

mental promises will be long forgotten by January 31. Sometimes I have the inner strength and 

fortitude to change something; but, more often than not, I am completely unable. Especially left to my-

self, I tend to stay in the "same ole same ole.”  

That's why we have decided to start the BFF (broken forgiven friend) group January 26. If one 

of your "mental promises" is to draw closer to God, grow spiritually, or just find out what walking as a 

Christian means, join us. Our goal is to meet as a committed group to reinforce the core of what we be-

lieve so that we can live it out, learn more about God, and maintain the strength to serve others 

(whether that is our family, our church, and/or the community). 

On Thursday, January 26, at 6 p.m., we'll meet at the church to get to know "who's with us,” 

discuss the "plan,” and create the "goals and means.” Please bring anyone interested. I hope by coming 

together, 2017 will be the year we all grow in our ability — by the Holy Spirit — to "Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 

neighbor as yourself," Luke 10:27.   

If you have any questions, feel free to call Shannon at 793-1172 or Michelle at 330-8929. 

B  F F 
Broken 

Forgiven 

Friends 

Thanks from  
Zion Circle 

T hanks to all who donated to Zion Circle’s 

annual food collection drive. There were 

six Christmas Care Boxes assembled that 

were distributed.  

 You are appreciated! 

by Shannon Watson 



 
 

 

  January  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 New Year’s Day 

Circumcision & Name of Jesus (White) 
Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 
Ushers & Altar Duty: Tom & Joanne 

O’Keefe 
Greeters: Tom & Joanne O’Keefe 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

  

5 
  

6 The Epiphany of our Lord 

5:30 p.m. Youth to host members with 

treats & drinks in celebration of Three 

Kings Day 

. 

7 
  

8 The Epiphany of our Lord (White) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 

Acolyte: Melody Richards 
Greeters: Cynthia Beard & Joyce 

Hecht 

9 
  

10 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 

7 p.m. Church Council 

  

11 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

12 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger kids 

13 

5:30 p.m. Youth get-together at the 

Thur’s 

14 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
9 a.m. Totah Amateur Radio Club at 

church for amateur radio license test-

ing 

15 Second Sunday at the Epiphany 

(Green) 8 & 10:15 a.m. Services 
9 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study 
Elder: Terry Neel 
Acolyte: Brooke Sona 
Greeters: Jo Anne Ellsaesser & Betty 

Troxel 
  

16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
  

17 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

  

18 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

19 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger kids 
7 p.m. LWML (Carol Maddux) 

20 

5:30 p.m. Family Rock Climbing at SJC 
Newsletter Deadline 

21 
  

22 Third Sunday at the Epiphany 

(Green) Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Joshua Hobbs 
Greeter: Alden Gabel 
  

23 
  

24 
  

25 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

26 

6 p.m. BFF Group at church 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger kids 

27 
  

28 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

29 Fourth Sunday at the Epiphany 

(Green) Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Gabriella Hobbs 
Greeters: Youth 
Youth-Assisted Service 
  

30 
  

31 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth 
God’s blessings to all, 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

by Michelle Thur 

Coming up in February: 

Feb. 11: Sledding in Hesperus  

T hank you so much to those who host-

ed the Youth for the Progressive Din-

ner. It was a huge success and the 

youth are already talking about next year! 

 Jan. 6: Feast of the Epiphany: Youth will host 

members in a celebration of Three Kings Day, 

with treats and drinks at 5:30 p.m. 

 Jan. 13: Youth get-together at the Thur’s at 

5:30 p.m. 

 Jan. 20: Family Rock Climbing at SJC Health & 

Performance Center at 5:30 p.m. 

 Jan. 29: Youth-Assisted Service 

January Schedule: 
I  don’t know about you, but anytime I run or 

have to walk a long distance, I am reminded 

that you can only go as long as your shoes will 

hold up. Good shoes are important for the part of 

the body that bears your weight all day.  

 In Acts chapter 30, Paul faces great obsta-

cles and trials as he goes into Jerusalem to pro-

claim the Word of God. In Ephesians, Paul talks 

about the fourth piece of the Armor of God: The 

shoes of "the preparation of the gospel of peace."  

 Paul did not just talk the talk, he walked 

the walk as well. He found protection and 

strength in the knowledge of what God's gospel 

meant for him 

and for the 

others with 

whom he 

shared that 

good news. His 

footing was 

sure and unshakable, and he was prepared to 

carry the gospel wherever God sent him. 

 So, we know how shoes benefit us physi-

cally — you know, they keep us from stepping on 

stickers, sharp rocks, and other things that can 

hurt us. These physical/real harmful things can 

also symbolize Satan and his demons that put 

obstacles, temptations, and evil into our lives. 

But, if we are wearing the shoes of preparation, 

the shoes allow us to step freely and without fear 

while we turn our full attention to the battle at 

hand. 

 So, if we are supposed to wear the shoes 

of “the preparation of the gospel of peace,” what 

is the gospel of peace? Gospel means “good 

news.” It is this good news that we are eager to 

share with others. Our loving Father is preparing 

us all for a future beyond imagination and de-

scription. By wearing the shoes of the armor of 

God, we are walking to share His good news, and 

the shoes are providing support for us to stand 

strong. Just as shoes allow us to walk on other-

wise painful terrain without fear, so the prepara-

tion of the gospel of peace allows us to traverse 

the otherwise painful trials and tribulations of life 

without fear, knowing that what awaits is greater 

than anything we could possibly suffer in this 

world (Romans 8:18). 

 How fitting is it that we are celebrating 

the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. For unto us a 

Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the gov-

ernment will be upon His shoulder. And His name 

will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the in-

crease of His government and peace there will be 

(cont’d. on page 13) 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 
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by Solomon Watson 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$20,613.35 
Total Checking Account Balance: $6921.86 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,500.06 
Family Fund: $1,674.88 
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $51,569.37 (EFT contributions are deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,150.01 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $13,495.59 
Total Assets: $1,168,923.62 
Total Liabilities: $337,259.62 (includes LCEF mortgage of $333,945.97) 
Net Worth (Equity): $831,664.00 

November 2016 
Operating Income: $18,555.08 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.83 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
$254.25 
Operating Expense: $18,624.92  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.68 
Net Operating Income: -$69.84 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $193.082.38 
Budgeted Operating Income: $201,309.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$8,226.79 
Operating Expense: $201,186.47 
Budgeted Operating Expense: $200,438.32 
Net Operating Income: -$8,104.09 

Finance At A Glance... 

no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment 

and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this, 

Isaiah 9:6-7. 

 Take some time today to consider a person or a group that need to hear this good news. 

Pray that the message will reach the person or group in the most effective way. 

Amen!!! 

(cont’d. from page 11) 

E 
very time I hear the song "Beyond" by my 

favorite group Daft Punk, it always reminds 

me of God.  

 The first verse talks about something beyond 

our dreams and life. This "something" is heaven, 

which is beyond us on earth, and when we die to rise 

high to these we find our meaning, or song. Then it 

talks about rising to the land of love to find our song 

with someone watching us forever.  

 The next verse describes God and who He is. 

He is everything from light to clouds and the end and 

the beginning.  

 The third verse talks about how God is the 

only one, so there is no competition. It describes our 

life; we find our way but sometimes lose control in 

the world, and have to remember: Spreading His love 

is the mission and journey of our soul.  

 The final verse talks about a perfect song in 

silence, which is the world around us and recognizing 

it. Sometimes if we listen to this song (the world 

around us), it can show us the amazing work of God. 

The song ends talking about His love and how He 

promises to make it last forever — almost like a place 

where wildest dreams come from. 

Beyond 
Dream, 

Beyond dreams 
Beyond life you will find your song 

Before sound, to be found close your eyes 
And rise higher still, endless thrill 

To the land of love 
Beyond love 
Come alive, 
Angel eye 

Forever watching you and I 
 

You are the night, you are the ocean 
You are the light behind a cloud 

You are the end and the beginning 
A world where time is not allowed 

 
There's no such thing as competition 

To find our way we lose control 
Remember – love's our only mission 

This is a journey of the soul 
 

The perfect song is framed with silence 
It speaks of places never seen 

Your home's a promise long forgotten 
It is the birthplace of your dreams 

~Daft Punk 
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C 
ongratulations to Glen and Billie Isaacson’s son, Thomas Isaacson, 

who recently became a Fellow of the American College of Trial 

Lawyers. This premier legal association is composed of the best of 

the trial bar from the United States and Canada and is extended by invita-

tion only after careful investigation to those trial lawyers with high ethical 

standards who have a minimum of 15 years’ trial experience. Thomas Isaac-

son is a partner in the firm of Mason & Isaacson, P.A. and has been practic-

ing in Gallup for 35 years. Very impressive! 

 Helen Terry reports that her 12-year-old great-nephew, Tristin Browning, of Orlando appeared 

on national television demonstrating the operation of a drone for the Home Shopping Network. It’s 

always fun to see someone you know on the big screen or on TV! 

 Condolences go to Virginia Schlueter, whose sister in Nebraska, Marie Humphrey, passed away 

from a stroke. May God give comfort to the family. 

 There are a number of people on the prayer list, who are suffering from various difficulties. 

Please keep them in your prayers. They include Gilbert  

Huntsman, Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke,  

Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol  

Cahenzli, Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar  

Trost, Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul 

Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, Matthew Brinkley, 

Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, 

Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Gal-

loway, Bill Galloway, Frances Wilkey, and Jim Lukow. 

Youth  

Christmas 

Play & 

Reindeer  

Romp 

Welcome to  
new member 

Bonnie Adams! 

1/1 Merle Pilavjian 

1/2 Paul Hecht 

1/4 Carrie Wiedmeyer-Olson 

1/9 Matthew Lukow 

1/10 Norm Limback 

1/13 Katie Roper 

1/17 Adam Dennis 

1/22 Dolores Archuleta 

1/22 Bror Erickson 

1/24 Lynn Rupp 

1/27 Madison Woody-O’Keefe 


