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Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

Special Worship Schedule 

Dear Zion Lutheran Church, 

R ecently, I read a disturbing article. It 

was titled “Three Reasons Every One of 

Your Sermons Should Have a Gospel 

Summary,” or something like that. Or, maybe it 

was “Include a Gospel Summary.” In any case, 

I’m not really here to slam the author and so 

I’m resisting the attempt to look it up again. The 

basic gist of it was that whatever your sermons 

are about, they should include a summary of 

the gospel. The reasoning was that a person 

wants to evangelize the nonbelievers in the 

congregation.  

 I was reminded of the words my college 

mentor, Dr. Rosenbladt, used to say concerning 

American Evangelicalism, or the common Chris-

tian experience in America. To them he said, 

“The gospel is for the unbeliever, and the law is 

for the believer.” In other words, you preach 

the gospel to convert people so that you can 

get on 

with the 

more 

im-

portant 

things like teaching them the law of God so 

they can get to work making themselves holy. 

It’s the ultimate bait and switch! I tend to think 

it is also the reason Christianity is losing its 

hold on society in America.  

 I remember a conversation that happened 

a few years ago when I was working hospice. 

One of the nurses who rarely had anything to 

say to me happened to be talking to another 

nurse in the office. They were talking about 

church, and the one said something about the 

forgiveness of sins. I won’t forget what the 

other nurse said, “Yeah, I’ve gone to a lot of 

The  LWML would like to thank friends and 

members of the congregation for their 

help in raising enough funds in 2016 to send 

Navajo Church and Mission at Navajo, NM; Or-

phan Grain Train; and our own Zion Lutheran 

Church checks for more than $250 each.  

 The LWML has chosen four missions to sup-

port in 2017. Their first project is going to be a 

NO BAKE SALE for missions later in Febru-

ary. There will be envelopes distributed to as 

many families as possible asking for a contribu-

tion to put into their mission fund. Any amount 

will be appreciated.    

 Thank you! 

Mission News 
from the 

LWML 

Upcoming: 

Blood Drive at church 
March 4 

9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
Call Tom O’Keefe to sign up: 325-2946 



Your Brother in Christ, 
Pastor Bror Erickson  
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Bringing Hope Through Christ churches before where they all start out with the 

forgiveness of sins, but then they all take it from 

you.”  

 I was quite heartbroken when I heard that. 

And, so it was that I only decided to become a 

pastor after going to church for two years and 

never hearing the gospel at all. In that manner, 

perhaps it would be a great improvement if peo-

ple at least included a summary of the gospel in 

all their sermons. It would be an improvement if 

they at least somewhere mentioned the fact that 

Jesus Christ died to atone for your sins and rose 

again to give you new life. Unfortunately, it is all 

too often that they think they have something 

more important to talk about.  

 This is a far cry from the approach of the 

Apostle Paul who would tell the Corinthians, “I 

knew nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him Crucified.” For Paul, there was nothing more 

important than this, everything either led to this, 

or flowed from it in his sermons. This isn’t a 

starting point for the Christian life. This is what 

colors all of our lifeblood red. The forgiveness of 

sins isn’t something we proclaim once or twice or 

treat as a tangent to the sermon. The forgiveness 

of sins is what we live in and with every day of 

our lives, because it is always true for us. That 

Jesus Christ died for your sins is something as 

true today as it was when you were first bap-

tized, or first came to realize you were a sinner in 

need of forgiveness, because you are never not a 

sinner in need of forgiveness, but it is just as true 

to say that you are always a saint that has for-

giveness.  

  No, it isn’t that every sermon should include 

a gospel summary but that the point of every 

sermon ought to be the gospel itself. Nothing 

else really matters in the end.  

T 
here has been a slight change in the 

Council membership. Due to family 

obligations, Terry Neel is unable to 

serve as an Elder this year. Gary Duncan, there-

fore, will turn over Vice Presidential duties to Don 

Wood and will instead take on the Elder duties. 

 Thank you to all those who are willing to 

serve. You are appreciated! 

T 
hanks to all those 

who came Christ-

mas caroling at my 

home in December. 

It meant so much to 

me, and I enjoyed sing-

ing along with you! 

~Carol Maddux 

Council Makeup Change 

O kay, Sports Fans, are you ready for the Super Bowl? Some of us are die-hard fans, and some of us, 

well, just like to eat during the game while watching the commercials! 

 No matter which one you are, Zion Circle will help you be prepared. On Sunday, February 5 — the day 

of the big game — Zion Circle will have bags of goodies for sale for $3 each that will make ever-such-

wonderful munching! 

 Not only will you be gorging out that day but you’ll help support Zion Circle’s fundraiser for a good 

cause! 
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EldEr’s 
Message 

By Jim Lukow 
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U pon reading the January church newsletter, I was struck by the large number of church mem-

bers, friends and relatives on the list of prayer requests. What does the Bible say concerning a 

Christian commitment to prayer? 

 In John 14:13-14, Jesus makes clear that because of His sacrifice, we are forgiven and God invites us 

to come to Him in prayer. That scripture, as well as Psalm 34:17, assures us that He answers our prayer 

according to His good and gracious will. 

 Saint Paul discussed prayer often in his letters to the early Christian churches. The following scrip-

tures summarize his exhortations on prayer quite well:  

In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts 

of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  

~ Ephesians 6: 16-18 ESV 

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-

tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which sur-

passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

~ Philippians 4:4-7 

 If we know God wants us to pray, that He hears and answers, and that in faith we can extinguish Sa-

tan’s fiery darts and experience God’s amazing peace, why would we 

hesitate to pray? As a church body, let’s commit ourselves to contin-

uous prayer. If you feel at a loss as to what to pray for, the following 

list of suggestions might be a good start. 

1. The church members on the prayer list here in the news-

letter are in need of our encouragement and prayers. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

2. As he spread the Gospel, Paul continually asked for prayers from the congregations. Likewise, 

we can be praying for Pastor Erickson, as well as other pastors. 

3. Our church body includes members who serve in many capacities, organizations, and positions. 

Members of Zion’s Council, LWML, our youth leadership, Zion Circle, the Sunday School staff, 

our organist and choir director, as well as the body of Christ here at Zion all need prayer. 

4. Nationally, we have a new president and a new congress who also need our prayers. 

 The first verse of Hymn 770 in the Lutheran Service Book is a great reminder of prayer and its im-

portance to believers: 

 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear. 

 What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. 

 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear 

 All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

(cont’d. on page 5) 

(cont’d. from page 4) 

Praise the Lord and God’s blessings to each of you, 

Jim Lukow, Elder 

SAVE THE DATE!! February 26 after church join us 
for lunch and a 45-minute showing of "The First 
Rosa.” 

 We all know of Rosa 
Parks who started a civil 
revolution in the South, but 
do you know of Rosa Young 
who started a spiritual rev-
olution in the South? Rosa 
J. Young was born in 1890 
and became known as the 
"Mother of Black Lutheran-
ism in Central Ala-
bama.” She was the driving 
force in founding and pro-

moting numerous Lutheran elementary schools 
and Lutheran congregations in Alabama's "Black 
Belt.” The film tells Rosa's story of the many ob-
stacles she overcame to bring a Christ-centered 
education to young people and expand God's 
kingdom.  
 As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of Lu-
theranism this year, her story will give us inspira-
tion to continue to grow as a disciple of Christ 
and join in His Great Commission. Bring a friend, 
bring your family, bring yourself! It's sure to be a 
great way to spend a cold afternoon together. 
Babysitting will also be available. 
 For more information, call Shannon at 793-
1172. 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age." Matthew 28:19-20 

Showing of Rosa J. Young: 

Mother of Black Lutheranism 
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I 
 was thinking about Samuel recently. His 

mother wanted a child so badly that she 

promised "give me a child 

and I'll give it right 

back" (forgive the loose transla-

tion). He was brought to the 

priest Eli at around three years 

old. From that time on, he minis-

tered to the Lord.  

 According to the Lutheran Study Bible, this 

means "to attend or serve by fulfilling priestly 

duties.” It would make me believe Samuel was 

raised learning, studying and memorizing the 

Scriptures, participating and helping in worship 

and sacrifices, possibly even teaching the young-

er ones until he became the "young man" we 

read of in chapter 3 of 1 Samuel. Yet, when God 

called to him, he believed it was Eli — three 

times! It wasn't until Eli "perceived that the Lord 

was calling the young man" and told Samuel to 

listen that Samuel knew it was the Lord (1 Samu-

el 3:4-9). 

 Many times in my life, I'm sure I've missed 

God's calling. Either I've been too busy, or the 

noise of the world that I've let in has lead me to 

misinterpret or miss it all together. That's why I 

believe we need consistent time in the Word 

B  F F 
Broken  
Forgiven  
Friends 

by Shannon Watson 

alone and with other Christians. Time to hear 

God's Word and calling and time to discuss what 

God may be saying to us. Without 

Eli's wisdom, Samuel might have 

just laid down and tried to sleep 

through the night. Without other 

Christians consistently in our life, 

we too might just ignore (or not 

understand) what God is trying to 

say to or do in us.  

 Our BFF group is based on that. By gathering 

together and studying God's Word, we get the 

opportunity to discuss what we're hearing and 

have others’ help in discerning what God may be 

doing in our attitudes, our life, and our walk with 

Him. We will meet in February on the 9th and 

23rd at 6:30 p.m. at the church. 

 Our first study will focus on Bible verses re-

lated to walking with God compared to the way 

of man and why Christian friends are important 

in our daily lives. Bring your favorite verses! 

 We will continue to tweak this group’s 

meeting times and places as we get more people 

involved, so please join us and help us build a 

small group that works for you. For more infor-

mation call, Shannon at 793-1172 or Michelle at 

330-8929. 

"For he is our God, and we 
are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 
Today, if you hear his voice 
do not harden your hearts..."  

~Psalm 95:7-8 
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We 
 recently had good news from former member Ken Gehrke. Sue has 

been on our prayer list for cancer, and Ken reports she just had her 

first six-month checkup after she finished the radiation, and all was 

clear! Good news, for sure! Ken and Sue send their greetings to all of us here at 

Zion. 

 Prayer is powerful, and we’re so happy to hear of a positive outcome. If you 

are on our prayer list, please let us know how you are doing — because we 

care. 

 Those on our prayer list include Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, 

Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol 

Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah 

Unger, Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, 

John Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Galloway, Bill Galloway, Frances Wilkey, Jim Lukow, Jack 

Nienhauser, Lennis Walker, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, and Tom O’Keefe. 

F ollowing are highlights from the Church Council Meeting held Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 

 In the Youth Leader’s Report, Michelle Thur reported there was a good turnout at the youth’s 

Epiphany event held on January 6. 

 Pastor went over his report and noted there were no statistics for December attendance since the 

old calendar had been taken down before the attendance was obtained. 

 Elders reported that two more Elders are needed for the year. 

 The Trustees replaced light bulbs with LEDs. The ballast in the kitchen needs to be repaired, and the 

church has been re-keyed. 

 In the Financial Secretary’s Report, it was noted that the budget fell short approximately $8,000 for 

the year. Both the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were approved. 

 In New Business, the new Council members were welcomed, and it was reported that Terry Neel was 

unable to fulfill Elder duties for personal reasons. 



 

 

 

 
 

  February  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 

Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

2 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for  

younger kids 

3 
  

4 
  

5 The Transfiguration of our Lord 

(White) Elder: Tim Snyder 

Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 

Ushers & Altar Duty: Gary & 

Kay Duncan/Greeters: Gary & 

Kay Duncan 

Zion Circle selling snacks for 

Super Bowl 

6 
  

7 
  

8 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 

Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

9 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for  

younger kids 
6:30 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible 

Study 

10 
  

11 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
12:30 p.m. Sledding at Hesperus 

(meet at the Thur’s) 

12 Septuagesima (Green) 

Elder: Gary Duncan 

Acolyte: Josh Davis 

Greeters: Gary & Kay Duncan 

Lincoln’s Birthday 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

13 
  

14 Valentine’s Day 
6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council 

15 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 

Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

16 

2 p.m. LWML at church; Mary 

Pipkin, hostess 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation for  

younger kids 

17 

Newsletter Deadline 

18 
  

19 Sexagesima (Green) 

Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Bayleigh Culpepper 

Greeters: Shirley Shelby & 

Virginia Schlueter 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

20 Presidents’ Day 

2:30 p.m. Youth Bowling at  

Bowlero 

21 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

  

22 Washington’s Birthday 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion 

Service 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

23 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for  

younger kids 
6:30 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible 

Study 

24 
  

25 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

26 Quinquagesima (Green) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 

Acolyte: Noah Keune 

Greeters: Dale & Mary Ellen 

Esau 

11:45 a.m. Film on “The First 

Rosa” with lunch 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

27 
  

28 
  

  
 

 

 

 

2/3 Lee Cahenzli 

2/4 Billie Inskeep 

2/5 Kelly Thur 

2/14 Jo Anne Ellsaesser 

2/15 Peyton Inskeep 

2/16 Joyce Hecht 

2/20 Brenda Hobbs 

2/24 Matthew Pilavjian 

2/25 Gabriella Hobbs 

2/25 Sydney Jones 

2/26 Ed Schlueter 

2/26 Gary Thur 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

God’s blessings to all, 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

February Schedule: 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

 Feb. 1-12: Youth and members will be collecting 
    items to donate to Family Crisis Center 

 Feb. 11:   Sledding in Hesperus; meet at the  
    Thur’s at 12:30 p.m. 

 Feb. 20:   Youth get-together at Bowlero Lanes 
    at 2:30 p.m. 

Note: 

All youth activities, events, and projects 

are in the newsletter and on the website. 

Youth schedule is dependent on youth/

parent communication of interest, availa-

bility, and participation. 

2/15 Peyton Inskeep 

2/25 Gabriella Hobbs 

Page 11 

by Michelle Thur 

 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God...” (Ephesians 2:8) “...above all, taking the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one.” (Ephesians 6:16) 

rom time to time, I often feel lost, alone, or 

confused about what I should do. These 

are the times that I am not 

keeping God at the center of my life. 

When I realize that I have failed to 

honor God and praise His grace and 

mercy, I know that I have only to ask 

for forgiveness. Because He has giv-

en me faith, I have the shield to de-

fend against these feelings and the 

world. 

 A physical shield protects us 

physically, faith can protect our spir-

itual lives even in the middle of physical trials. 

When Satan attacks us emotionally, spiritually, or 

physically, we are able to defend against these 

attacks if we have God’s shield. 

 Hebrews 11:1 says “Now faith is the sub-

stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen.” Substance is tangible, and evidence is 

solid proof. Faith is, by definition, not some hazy 

emotion without any grounding in reality. It is the 

irrefutable truth. It is real. 

 Paul tells us that the shield is something we 

must take up, something we are required to 

raise. Just strapping it to our arm won't do any 

good at all if we don't make the effort to hold it 

and use it. 

 Romans 8:24-25 says, “For we were saved in 

this hope, but hope that is seen is not 

hope; for why does one still hope for 

what he sees? But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we eagerly wait 

for it with perseverance.” 

 Satan is always hurling his fiery 

darts of fear, doubt and worry in our 

direction, but the only time they can 

hit us is when we let our shield of 

faith down—when we stop believing 

that God is in control, that He is working every-

thing out for our good, that whatever happens is 

for the ultimate best of everyone involved, how-

ever little it seems to be that way. 

 When Christ was being tempted by Satan, His 

faith in the Word and commands of God repelled 

Satan. Our faith in God, as demonstrated by 

Christ, can also give Satan a good shove back-

wards and give us a chance to fight back by doing 

God's will and work. Because God tells us that 

faith cannot just be in our minds, it must produce 

actions—works of obedience and service. 

 Take a look at God’s promises and put up 

your shield of faith. 

Amen!!!!! 
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by Sydney Dennington 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed to us.”  ~ Rom. 8:18 
 
“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  ~ Rev.  21:4 

T hese two verses are the first I go to for 

comfort. They give me hope for what is to 

come. 

As I have grown older, life has changed 

and I have been doing things I never have before. 

I have been homeschooled all my life and this 

year I decided to take a class at public school. To 

my surprise I had never been around such a lost 

and hopeless bunch of kids in my life. After going 

there every day, I was disappointed and saddened 

at the negative atmosphere and most people’s lack 

of God in their lives. It soon began to bring me 

down, and these verses in particular helped 

ground me. Not only did they help comfort me, 

but I also use them to comfort other people and 

to point them in God’s direction. 

Reading God’s word makes me realize 

the small things that tend to stress me out — 

such as school, relationships, people, and choic-

es — will not matter. Sometimes we just need to 

be reminded that God has it handled no matter 

what. Romans 8:18 and Revelation 21:4 promise 

me that the pain we feel cannot compare to the 

joy that is coming.  

It  is with grateful hearts that we here at Zion extend thanks for two very notable gifts to the 
church. 

 Thank you, LWML, for your check of $256.89 that came from your 2016 mission funds. The 
money has been deposited in the general fund to help with expenses. 

 Secondly, many thanks go to Shirley Fish’s niece, Barbra, who donated a beautiful altar cloth in 
memory of her aunt. Along with the altar cloth was a moving letter written by Barbra that was a 
very nice tribute to Shirley. If you have not seen the altar cloth, please take a moment  to view its 
exquisite workmanship. 

Our Thanks 
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Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$19,944.70 
Total Checking Account Balance: $7,603.51 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,523.91 
Family Fund: $1,687.88 
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $53,037.32 (EFT contributions are deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,182.42 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,503.26 
Total Assets: $1,167,873.24 
Total Liabilities: $332,746.75 (includes LCEF mortgage of $328,134.88) 
Net Worth (Equity): $835,126.49 

December 2016 
Operating Income: $18,518.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,300.83 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
$217.17 
Operating Expense: $14,506.03  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,221.68 
Net Operating Income: $4,011.97 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $211,600.39 [Note: 2015 Operating 
Income was $205,285.32] 
Budgeted Operating Income: $219,610.00 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$8009.61 
Operating Expense: $216,355.25 
Budgeted Operating Expense: 
$218,660.00 

Finance At A Glance... 

H 
ave you been meaning to clean out 

your kitchen pantry? If so and you 

have extra items that are still good 

but that you no longer need, please 

consider donating it to the church kitch-

en. There are times when we really miss 

some of these utensils! 

 Cutting Boards 

 Electric skillets 

 Large frying pans 

 Stock pots 

 Knife sharpener 

 Knives 

 Spatulas 

 Service spoons 

 Buffet rack and sterno 

 Service bowls 

 Wire whisks (all sizes) 

The Kitchen Wish List 
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January 6 

Epiphany Get-Together  

in celebration of  

Three Kings Day 

January 20 

Rock Climbing at SJC 
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Polar Plunge 
Some brave (?), crazy (?) people from Zion actually participated in 

jumping into Farmington Lake, brrrrrrr… on January 14. Fortunately, 

the weather turned out to be nice, but the water was COLD! 

It was all for a good cause, though, to benefit Special Olympics. Besides 

our fearless pastor are Jenny Dennis and Miranda Dennis. 


