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April 2017 

Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

T his last Sunday in Bible Study we finished 

a fantastic exploration of Colossians. The 

central thesis of Colossians is that “In 

him the whole fullness of deity 

dwells bodily” (Col. 2:9). This is 

what Paul says of Jesus Christ. In 

Jesus Christ is everything. There is 

no more revelation needed. Jesus 

has done it all. 

 Paul says this in response to 

Gnostics who want to tempt 

Christians away from the faith. 

They posited, more or less, that 

Jesus was a great prophet but he 

didn’t give us everything. There was more that 

we needed to know. There was more that we 

needed to do. Paul says the fullness of deity 

dwells in him. It is present tense. Jesus has risen 

from the dead, bodily, in the flesh. Here in Him 

is all we need to know about God and His love 

for us. When He died on the cross for us, God 

Himself died for us. It is finished. This is the 

great news of the gospel.  

 With that study, the topic of 

a new study presents itself. We 

decided to capitalize on the gos-

pel. We are going to do a study 

on evangelism. Evangelism is the 

activity of sharing the gospel. It’s 

an odd thing, though, because 

most people think it can be ad-

vanced by the law. Evangelism 

can’t be forced, any more than 

faith can be forced. It is the work of the Holy 

Spirit. However, the Holy Spirit does tell us 

where it is that He is at work, in the gospel and 

the sacraments.  

The 
 LWML would like to express their 

appreciation for the generous re-

sponse to the recent NO BAKE SALE, 

which will help provide funds for four recipients: 

Shepherd of the Valley, Navajo, NM; Four Cor-

ners Good Samaritan Home; John Wolf, mission 

worker in Africa; and Zion Lutheran Church.  

 The total given for these missions was 

$420. It is possible to continue giving during the 

year ahead when the LWML will use other pro-

jects for their mission efforts. Thanks to all who 

gave generously! 

Palm Sunday, April 9 

8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Worship Services 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 

7 p.m. Worship Service 

Good Friday, April 14 

12 p.m. & 7 p.m. Worship Services 

Easter Sunday, April 16 

HE IS RISEN! 

8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Services 

Pancake breakfast in between services 
Plus Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt 
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Bringing Hope Through Christ 
 Too often the topic of evangelism is one of guilt for Christians. It can’t be this. Guilt works for a lot of 

things. The world is full of it. But Christ died for our sins to relieve us of our guilt. Guilt can’t be the moti-

vation behind our attempts to share the faith. Evangelism is something that Christians do, both freely 

and from love for God and the people in our lives whom we love and want to share the joy of our salva-

tion.  

 So, the desire to evangelize comes naturally for Christians, and for some people it seems as if it is a 

true gift of the Spirit that comes rather naturally. But, for others, they find themselves tongue-tied. They 

want to say something but they don’t know what to say. They have tried and been shot down, and disap-

pointment keeps them from trying anymore. There are answers for these dilemmas, there are things we 

can learn that will help us to answer questions, and to learn what to say and when to say it so that the 

people we love can share in the joy that we have. We will start this class on the first Sunday in April.  

M 
any thanks go to Kay Duncan for the beauti-

ful black paraments that she made for the 

altar. There are only two days a year in 

which they are used: Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday. The color black serves as a sobering re-

minder of the ashes to which we will all return. 

T 
hank you to all who participat-

ed in Zion’s Blood Drive! De-

spite a late start due to equip-

ment issues, your patience was very 

much appreciated. United Blood Services 

has pledged that such issues won’t arise 

again.  

 Please make a note that Zion’s next 

blood drive will be September 9. 

Thank you,  
Kay! 

Your brother in Christ, 
Pastor Bror Erickson 

Page 3 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$4,305.84 
Total Checking Account Balance: $23,280.37 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,594.47 
Family Fund: $1,788.00 
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $36,364.12 (members' EFT contributions are  
deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,182.42 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,517.92 
Total Assets: $1,162,082.30 
Total Liabilities: $327,502.53 (includes LCEF mortgage of $321,401.39) 
Net Worth (Equity): $834,579.77 

February 2017 
Operating Income: $15,889.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.13 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
-$2,987.13 
Operating Expense: $16,893.09  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 

Net Operating Income: -$1,004.09 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $33,556.89 
Budgeted Operating Income: $37,752.30 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$4,195.41 
Operating Expense: $34,591.42  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $37,394.04 
Net Operating Income: $-1,034.53 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Gary Duncan 
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(cont’d. from page 4) 

EldEr’s MEssagE 

G reetings! We are fast approaching Easter, 

and, you and I being Christian, we know 

there is a very significant meaning in this 

upcoming holy time. As time passes, some forget 

the meaning and what has been given to all by 

our Lord and Savior. This note is a reminder for 

me, and, hopefully, for you, to remember what a 

special gift we have been given. 

 Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent and 

begins a time of self-reflection. When palm ash is 

placed on our forehead in the 

shape of a cross, the ash reminds 

Christians, “For dust you are and 

to dust you shall return.” As Genesis 3:19 says, 

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 

until thou return unto the ground; for out of it 

wast thou taken; for dust thou art, unto dust shall 

return.” Our lives are short, we must live to the 

fullest. Lent lasts 40 days, not counting Sundays. 

  Maundy Thursday, the Thursday before  

Easter, is known as “Holy Thursday” and was the 

last supper of Jesus Christ. For the lack of better 

words, Christ bestowed us the sacrament of Holy 

Communion before His arrest and crucifixion “for 

the remission of sins.” Matthew 26:28: “For this is 

my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 

many for the remission of sins.” Read chapter 26 

when you get a chance. Search for meaning and 

reflect on Christ’s sacrifice for all time! 

  On Good Friday, Christ the Lamb of God was 

slain for the sins of the entire world. The agony 

and the suffering of Christ was for our souls. This 

day we are given the greatest gift — to be 

cleansed and forgiven. It gives our life meaning, 

redeeming our soul for all time.” But if we walk in 

the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 

one with another; and the blood 

of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth 

us from all sin. If we say that we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and truth is not 

in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7-9). 

 Easter Sunday is the Resurrection of our Lord. 

Christ’s death and resurrection gives us true 

hope. The Lord’s love will win over sin and gives 

us hope that eternal life will overcome death. 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap-

tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we are buried with Him by bap-

tism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 

we also should walk in the newness of life. For if 

we have been planted together in the likeness of 

His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His 

resurrection” (Romans 6:3-5). 

We must always remind ourselves of the great 

sacrifice of our Lord and Savior for all mankind. I 

believe His love is eternal, and may you all be 

blessed by the Lord’s gift. 

 Blessings from our Lord! 
Your friend, 

Gary Duncan  
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F 
ollowing are highlights from the Church 

Council Meeting held Tuesday, March 

14, 2017. 

 Youth Leader Michelle Thur spoke of the two 

Lenten dinners the youth will serve on March 15 

and April 5. There will be a planning meeting on 

April 1, time and place to be announced. A  

youth-assisted service will be April 30, with the 

youth helping with readings. 

 Pastor reported that Travis Helms and Tina 

Happel were transferred out. 

 The Trustees noted that the kitchen ballast 

was replaced. Weed spraying has begun, with no 

increase in 

price from 

last year. The 

Fellowship Hall windows need cleaning. The 

sprinklers will be turned on in April. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report was 

approved. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was also approved, 

with a correction to the Operating Income minus 

Operating Expenses total. 

 In New Business, Rick Meyers and Jimmie 

Fisher will meet to plan details for the Easter 

breakfast.  
(cont’d. on page 5) 

Keep in your prayers: 
Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, 
Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie 
Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, 
George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deb-
orah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul 
Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, 
Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, 
Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, 
John Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Gallo-
way, Bill Galloway, Donna Rhames, Virginia 
Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, and Kerry Gabel. 



  April  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

Parent/Youth Meeting 

2 Fifth Sunday in Lent (Blue) 

Elder: Tim Snyder 

Acolyte: Gabriella Hobbs 

Altar Duty: Tim Snyder & Anne 

Zahrt-Brewer 

Greeters: Jerry & Tara Denning-

ton 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

3 
  

4 
  

5 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Ser-

vice 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 
6 p.m. Lenten Dinner by Youth 

(Spaghetti) 
7 p.m. Lenten Service 

6 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger 

kids 

7 
  

8 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

9 Palm Sunday, Sunday of the 

Passion (White) 
Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 

Greeters: Jimmie & Diana Fisher 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

10 
  

11 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council 

12 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Ser-

vice 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

13 Holy (Maundy) Thursday 

7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
  

14 Good Friday 

12 p.m. & 7 p.m. Good Friday 

Service 
Youth Donation to Family Crisis & 

Devotion 
  

15 
  

16 The Resurrection of our Lord, 

Easter Day (White) 
Elder: Gary Duncan 

Acolyte: Josh Davis 

Greeters: Luwana Scribner & 

Gleora Walton 

17 
  

18 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

19 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Ser-

vice 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

20 

2 p.m. LWML (Jo Anne Ellsaesser) 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger 

kids 

21 

Newsletter Deadline 

22 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
Youth Rock Climbing 

23 Second Sunday of Easter 

(White) 
Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Bayleigh Culpepper 

Greeters: Bev Maeschen & Tami 

Brown 

5 p.m. Confirmation 

24 
  

25 
  

26 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Ser-

vice 
5 p.m. Chancel Choir 

27 

6 p.m. BFF Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger 

kids 

28 
  

29 
  

30 Third Sunday of Easter 

(White)  

Elder: Jim Lukow 

Acolyte: Noah Keune 

Greeters: Youth 

4/3  Laura Erickson 

4/4  Mary Ripley 

4/8  David Neuhaus 

4/15 Dave Ripley 

4/18 Tom O’Keefe 

4/20 Virginia Schlueter 

4/26 Mira Hall 

4/27 Mary Ellen Esau 

4/27 Sierra Lanier 

4/27 Shirley Shelby 

4/28 Trinity Ferguson 

4/29 Mark Lukow 

4/30 Melissa Richards 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

April Youth Events: 

• April 1 Parent/Youth Meeting to set schedule 

• April 2 Share. Engage Young People. Encourage  

   youth to participate in daily Bible reading 

• April 5 Lenten Dinner: Spaghetti/Pizza 

• April 14 Donation to Family Crisis & devotion 

• April 22 Youth rock climbing 

• April 30 Youth-assisted service 

Note: 

All youth activities, events, and 

projects are in the newsletter 

and on the website. 

Youth schedule is dependent on 

youth/parent communication of 

interest, availability, and partici-

pation. 

by Michelle Thur 

The most famous piece of armor is the sword. BUT, a sword is 
only as good as it is sharp. So how does the sword fit into the 
armor of God?  

God's Word is truth, plain and simple. We can have perfect confi-
dence in the fact that His words are accurate, true and unerring. 
When followed, they guide us without fail in the paths that we 
need to walk.  

We can be destroyed by lack of the knowledge of God (Hosea 4:6), but we will be blessed if we hear and 
keep the Word of God (Luke 11:28).  

The  sword cuts, slashes, and stabs.  It is with the sword of TRUTH, the Word of God, that we have the 
ability to cut, slash, and stab the temptations, lies, and assaults that Satan throws at us.  

The all-powerful sword of the living God is able to cut through every defense our enemy can raise—down 
to the very division of bone and marrow. As soldiers in God's army, it is our responsibility and duty to use 
His Word to discern the truth and then follow it. When God's Word shows us something wrong in our-
selves, we can use this spiritual weapon to "surgically" remove the offending thoughts and actions (2 Co-
rinthians 10:4-5). If we were able to fight our battles from a distance, we would never experience an actu-
al trial. At first glance, that might not seem like such a bad thing. But when we stop to consider that with-
out trials, there is no growth, and without growth, we will not be able to enter God's Kingdom, we see that 
trials, however uncomfortable, are essential in our journeys as Christians. After all, the promises of Reve-
lation 2:7, 11, 17, 26 and 3:5, 12 and 21 are given "to him who overcomes" and not "to him who remains 
as he is." 

There is no enemy the Word of God, coupled with His Spirit, cannot defeat. And so, armed only with our 
sword, we step out to fight our enemies head-on.  

So, the sWORD, is the WORD of God. We must study it, know it, and USE it.  IT IS OUR ONLY DE-
FENSE! “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31) 
God's promises are as sure as the one He told Isaiah: "Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I 
have purposed it; I will also do it" (Isaiah 46:11).  

A sword needs to be sharpened if it is to remain useful—and it certainly won't sharpen itself. Set aside 
some time every day for regular Bible study.  

Some interesting quotes from an article “Share. Engage Young People.” include: 

“When reading the Bible is part of a young person’s daily schedule, they enjoy how the pace of 
their day begins to slow down. I have heard athletes describe being “in the zone” and how every-
thing moves at a different speed. The Holy Spirit works through the Word to bring us into the 
“God zone.” 

(cont’d. on page 10) 

R uth is another woman used by God in the blood line of the 

Savior. She was a Moabite married into a family that followed 

Yahweh. Ruth's time with Naomi, and her family, lead Ruth to 

give up everything to follow Naomi back to Judah. Her story is one 

that gives us encouragement to seek out other Christians as we follow 

God and His ways in a life that can seem foreign and strange.   

 The BFF group is studying Ruth. We'd love to have you join us. Our 

next meeting is April 27th at 6 p.m. Please contact Shannon at 793-

1172 or Michelle at 330-8929 for more information. 

"....For where you go, I will go and where you lodge I will lodge. Your 

people shall be my people, and your God my God."  ~ Ruth 1:16   
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Youth-hosted  
Lenten dinner 

Showing of  
Rosa J. Young film 

(Thank you, Shannon 
Watson, for organizing!) 

 

“69% of teenagers personally own a Bible. 44% of teens read the Bible at least three or four 
times a year, and at least 25% say they read the Bible at least once a week.” 

Check out this cool article, get your sWORD on, and download the app youversion to sharpen your 
sWORD!! http://michiganintouch. com/healthy-congregations/share-engage-young-people/ 

I don’t know about you, but although this article’s tone makes it sound as if this is a good thing, and I 
suppose in today’s society it is, this is something that needs to be changed. Do your part, increase these 
numbers!!!! Less than half of today’s teens read the Bible and are sharpening their swords. If the trend 
continues, how many soldiers of God will there be in the future? 

(cont’d. from page 9) 

"You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when sitting in your house, and 
when you are walking by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise."  

~ Deuteronomy 11:19 
 

G od speaks to parents about the importance of teaching children "them" — His 
rules and commandments. As a parent, that's the hardest part, I think — teaching 
them daily. We hear "why can't I; but everybody else is; their parents say it's ok; 

no one else does that..." As their mom, I might not see the immediate outcome of 
teaching them daily — talking of God while sitting, walking, lying, and rising — and I 
may bump heads regularly, but I trust the Holy Spirit. I trust God when He tells me: 

"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart 
from it."  Proverbs  22:6 

 
~ Contributed to Youth Talk by Shannon Watson  

fearlessly trying to raise 2 followers of Christ 

http://michiganintouch.com/healthy-congregations/share-engage-young-people/

