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Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
~ Matthew 5:45b (ESV) 

Q uid pro quo, you scratch my back 

and I will scratch yours. It tends to 

be the way we humans operate. 

We may not like to admit it to our-

selves, but we are much more inclined to do 

things for people who do things for us than we 

are for people working against us. Even when it 

comes to our life in the church, we find that the 

80/20 rule becomes a little exhausting for the 

20. Sometimes a person begins to wonder why 

they are doing all this work at the church for 

others who seem to be ungrateful, who don’t 

seem to be chipping in and doing their share. 

The devil likes to use such thinking to discour-

age us and make us think we are not getting 

what we deserve out of it. So, let me take a 

moment to say the One for whom you are do-

ing it is most grateful, that’s why the other 80 

are there.   

This is the way man works, and we 

are ever remaking God in our own image. This 

is at the heart of what it means to be a sinner. 

Trying to improve on God by dragging Him 

down to our own level. Most often we do this 

by treating Him as a person who might scratch 

our backs if we scratch His. Ever done this?  

I know I 

have. It’s a rather 

dangerous thing to 

do. Making deals 

with God is just not 

a good idea, He 

never signs them. 

He will not be beholden to them. And this is 

good news for you, the deal maker. Maybe you 

remember it from high school, that promise 

you made to God while worshiping the porce-

The  San Juan Regional Medical Center 

Auxiliary is sponsoring a book fair 

Tuesday, May 3, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Wednes-

day, May 4, from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Thursday, 

May 5, from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., in the main lobby 

near Café La Ventana. All are welcome. Please 

come and support your community! 

P 
lease note that there will only be one Sun-

day worship service at 10:15 a.m. on May 

7 since Pastor will be out of town. There 

will be no Wednesday mid-day services on May 

3 and 10 but will resume again on May 17. 

Temporary  

Schedule Change 

Youth 

Saturday 
May 20th! 
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lain. Maybe it was a deal you made after hearing 

a sermon concerning the blessings of chastity. 

You thought you at least had some tacit agree-

ment with God. If you lived your life the way He 

wanted you to, everything would work out the 

way you wanted it to work out. If you lived a 

sober, chaste life, you would be given a good 

job, a beautiful wife and 2.5 beautiful children to 

grow up in a nice house just outside of town so 

your daughter could have the horse she wants.  

Then you wonder what happened. It is 

15 years later and your wife left you and took 

the kids. Your job is on the line and you are won-

dering if you will be able to make the house pay-

ment next month. It’s enough to make you lose 

faith. It often happens that way. “Well, I tried 

that and it didn’t work.” Perhaps one is led to 

believe that God has backed out on His end of 

the bargain. Perhaps you take a more sobering 

account of yourself and realize you just haven’t 

ever lived up to your end of the bargain. Your life 

has never been as “sanctified” as it should be. 

You have never been perfect like your Father in 

Heaven is perfect.    

Did you do something wrong? Yes. You 

thought God was an equal with whom you could 

make deals, for one. And you are a sinner, so it is 

guaranteed that whatever you are experiencing 

now is far better than you ever deserved. Ever 

notice that about your neighbors? They don’t go 

to church to get God on their side. They don’t 

even go to church, do they? Yet there they are 

living in 

the 

same 

neighborhood you are, perhaps even with a 

better-looking wife and better-behaved children. 

God makes the sun to shine on the evil and the 

good, He makes the rain fall on the just and the 

unjust.  

Mind you, it is God that does this. Your 

neighbor across the street has God to thank for 

all good things in his life, the rain and the shine. 

You do, too. It is not God causing the temptation. 

That is what it is — temptation. Too often our 

view of temptation is trite. We think of it in 

terms of desire to do things we know to be sin. 

For sure these things are temptations, and they 

will work like a plague on our consciences to 

make us feel unworthy of God and His salvation. 

However, temptation has many forms, all with 

the aim of causing us to lose faith. Sometimes it 

comes in the form of a lost job, a divorce, the 

death of a loved one, life just not working out the 

way we want it to, neighbors who seem to have 

the good life even without God. This is the work 

of the devil.  

God didn’t back out of your deal. God 

never signed it in the first place. He refuses to be 

brought into a quid pro quo relationship with 

you. He’s your Father and He loves you more 

than that. He is bigger than your quid pro quo 

and won’t let you put Him in that box. God 

T 
hank you to all those who contributed 

Easter lilies to beautify the sanctuary on 

Easter Sunday: 

Special thanks also go to Betty Troxel, who coor-

dinated the project! 

Gary & Kay Duncan 

Jimmie & Diana Fisher 

Alden Gabel 

Don & Marilyn Halvorson 

Glen & Billie Isaacson 

Tim & Julie Jones 

Jim & Barb Lukow 

Carol Maddux 

Mel & Bev Maeschen 

Tom & Joanne O’Keefe 

Marlis Rushing 

Shirley Shelby 

Lennis Walker 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 

(cont’d. on page 15) 
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Then God blessed the seventh day and set it apart as holy,  
because on that day he stopped all his work of creation.  

~ Genesis 2:3 

If  we read the Bible and have daily devotions, do we need to go to church on Sunday? The 

answer is yes! Daily devotions are important to our spiritual life but are like band aids on 

a severed artery compared to stitches from the doctor. 

Jesus is our healer, and gathering together for the Sabbath and 

celebrating Holy Communion are the means by which Jesus 

provides our eternal healing. 

 There were 188 people who attended either one or both 

Easter services. Now Easter is over, along with the Lenten and 

Holy Week services, and summer is almost here. What about 

church? Do we make time for Sunday service in the summer, or 

do we put it off until fall? But, then football starts. Well, it’s 

okay; after all, Christmas is just around the corner. 

 Christmas and Easter are great seasons for Christians. We 

celebrate Christ’s birth, remember His passion, His death, and 

celebrate His resurrection, guaranteeing us 

forgiveness of sins and our eternal salvation from death. But let’s not forget that every 

Sunday is a celebration of Easter and Christ’s victory over sin and death for us. 

 Wherever you may find yourselves and whatever you are doing this summer, take the 

time for church to worship, praise and thank God for all His blessings and gifts to us, 

especially the most important one, His Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

God’s Blessings, 

Tim House 
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Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$7,481.87 
Total Checking Account Balance: $20,144.34 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,643.43 
Family Fund: $1,715.88 (February report was overstated by $73) 
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $38,024.15 (members' EFT contributions are deposited in 
this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,182.42 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,525.63 
Total Assets: $1,157,374.06 
Total Liabilities: $322,392.08 (includes LCEF mortgage of $318,374.28) 
Net Worth (Equity): $834,981.98 

March 2017 
Operating Income: $17,866.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted  
Income: -$1,010.17 
Operating Expense: $17,273.65  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $592.35 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $51,422.89 
Budgeted Operating Income: $56,628.47  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$5,205.58 
Operating Expense: $52,276.53  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $56,019.14 
Net Operating Income: -$863.24 

A mong Zion’s memorial funds on deposit are three  that have been designated for the 
eventual construction of a meditation garden, to be located on the grounds immedi-
ately north of the worship area. 

            Zion member James Schryver, who is pursuing his Eagle Scout rank, has 
proposed to Zion’s Council, and the Council has approved, that he manage the 
project of preparing the area with a concrete slab and purchasing and installing 
a 10 ft. X 10 ft. pergola, utilizing the available funds from the designated me-
morials. 
            James has applied for approval of his project by Scouting authorities, 
and, upon receiving that approval, he will proceed with obtaining a building permit, engaging a con-
crete contractor and ordering the pergola. He anticipates that the structure will be in place sometime 
this June. 
 Congratulations, James, for combining your desire to achieve Eagle status and serving the mem-
bers of Zion with this nice addition to Zion’s facilities! 

Meditation Garden  

plans in the works 
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B  F F 
Broken  
Forgiven  
Friends 

R uth — who was used by God, as discussed last month — became King David's great grand-

ma. Can you imagine the godly woman Naomi must have been?  

 Ruth left her country, home, and family to follow Naomi to her country, home, and family. 

Ruth trusted God's law (see Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22, and Deuteronomy 24:19-21) by gleaning 

after the reapers in the harvest field. By God's grace, Boaz visited that field that very day; and as 

they say, "The rest is history."  

 Naomi apparently demonstrated to, taught, and mentored Ruth on who God was, His laws 

and promises, and the fact that He would provide. Her faith led Ruth to faith. Ruth's faith al-

lowed God to reward and use her in great ways. Hebrews tells us, "And without faith it is impos-

sible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He 

rewards those who seek Him," Hebrews 11:6.  

 We see that these two women believed God exists and that He would reward them for seek-

ing Him — and He did. Do we not only believe that He exists but that He will reward us as we 

seek Him? And are we seeking Him or just believing — even the demons believe (James 2:19). 

 Join us on the second and fourth Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. as we seek Him together. 

We are BFFs (broken forgiven friends) that meet to discuss God's word and how to apply it to 

our lives. Call Shannon at 793-1172 or Michelle at 330-8929 for information on the next meeting. 

D ue to a lack of participation, the decision has been made, with sadness, 

to cancel Sunday School for the remainder of the school year. Since 

January, no children, other than the Sunday School teachers’, have 

attended. This is a troubling trend, and it is hoped that parents will take serious-

ly the responsibility they have in seeing that their children are brought up in the 

life-saving Word of our Lord. If you don’t, who will? 

Train up a child in the way he should go, 

And when he is old he will not depart from it. ~ Proverbs 22:6 
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F ollowing are highlights from the Church Council Meeting held Tuesday, April 11, 2017. 

  Youth Leader Michelle Thur reported the parent meeting was cancelled due to parents being 

unavailable.  She would like to see the congregation get more involved with the youth. 

 Pastor reported there will be a noon service on Good Friday. Two youth will be confirmed on Pente-

cost. Pastor will be gone the first Sunday of May. 

 The Trustees reported the sprinklers will be turned on April 16. 

 The Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s Reports were approved. 

 In Old Business, it was mentioned that the breakfast food for Easter has been purchased, and there 

are 11 volunteers to help. 

 In New Business, a motion was approved to cancel Sunday School through the end of the school year 

and also the material ordered for the next school year due to lack of participation. 

 The semi-annual Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for May 21, with a potluck meal after the worship 

service. 

 James Schryver presented an Eagle Scout project to build a pergola on the northwest side of the 

church for a meditation area. Estimated cost is $1,500. A motion was approved to move forward with 

the project using the $2,615 already donated to the meditation garden fund. If more funding is needed, 

Council will determine a fundraiser. 

 Future Statesmen Academy would like to use the building May 19th and 20th for a board meeting. A 

motion was approved for them to use the  building, with the stipulation they pay $15 for utility costs. 

 Tim Snyder requested use of the Fellowship Hall on August 5 for a wedding reception. 

Voters’ Meeting & Potluck 

Sunday, May 21 



  May  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
  

2 

7 a.m. – 7 p.m. SJRMC Book Fair 

3 

7 a.m. – 5 p.m. SJRMC Book Fair 

4 

7 a.m. – 3 p.m. SJRMC Book Fair 

 

 

 

5 
  

6 
  

7 Fourth Sunday of Easter (White) 

10:15 a.m. Worship 
 Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 
Altar Duty & Ushering: Watson Family 
Greeters: Tom & Joanne O’Keefe 
11:30 a.m. Youth Meeting Growing in 

Christ 

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 

6 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible Study 

12 
  

13 

5 p.m. Youth meet at Childhaven 

(tentative time) 

14 Mother’s Day 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (White) 
Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Melody Richards 
Greeters: David & Zola Brinkley 
5 p.m. Confirmation 

15 
  

16 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

17 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

18 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger 

kids 
7 p.m. LWML at church (Mary Pipkin & 

Wilma House) 

19 

Newsletter Deadline 
6 p.m. Youth meet at church to get 

ready for yard sale 

20 

Armed Forces Day 
7:30 a.m. Youth Yard Sale 

21 Sixth Sunday of Easter (White) 

Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Brooke Sona 
Greeters: Delores Wilson 
5 p.m. Confirmation 

11:30 a.m. Potluck followed by Voters’ 

Meeting 

22 
  

23 
  

24 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

25 

6 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation for younger 

kids 

26 
  

27 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

28 Seventh Sunday of Easter (White) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Joshua Hobbs 
Greeters: Gary Hobbs 

29 

Memorial Day 

30 
  

31 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

  
 

 

 

 

5/7 Kye Welch 

5/12 Joshua Davis  

5/13 Tory Wiedmeyer-Olson 

5/14 James Simmons 

5/15 Lillian Crabtree 

5/21 Marie Bond 

5/21  Kaylynn Thompson 

5/24 Wilma House 

5/26 Melissa Baker 

5/26 Skylar Lanier 

5/30 John Erickson 
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by Michelle Thur 

(cont’d. on page 12) 

G 
od's armor is comprehensive. It is an absolutely essential part of surviving and win-

ning our battle against Satan. However, right on the heels of his description of the 

armor of God, Paul adds that we should be "praying always with all prayer and suppli-

cation in the Spirit" (Ephesians 6:18). 
 Is there any significance to this admonition appearing immediately after the listing of 

God's armor? You bet there is! 

 If we equip ourselves with God's armor, we must also be determined to keep a steady line 

of connection with Him. He is the commander of His spiritual army, and He alone knows how 

to lead it to victory. 

 

How can we be "praying always"? 

Luke 18:1-8 

I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the 

Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth? 

 Luke wrote that Jesus gave the above parable to teach that "men 

always ought to pray and not lose heart," so it serves as a good starting point for understand-

ing what praying always means. 

 In her quest for justice, the widow never gave up in seeking help from the unjust judge. In 

our quest for victory, we must never give up in seeking help from our perfect God. The com-

mand to pray always is not to say that we must be in a continuous, unceasing dialogue with 

God every second of every day. Rather, we must develop a connection to God—one that is 

maintained through regular prayer, Bible study and a godly lifestyle—that allows us to in-

stantly come before our God in prayer in times of distress and need. 

 

What is supplication? 

Philippians 4:6 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God... 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

Note: 

All youth activities, events, and projects 

are in the newsletter and on the website. 

Youth schedule is dependent on youth/

parent communication of interest, availa-

bility, and participation. 

May Schedule :  
 May 7 (Sunday) Growing in Christ: Youth will 

collaborate to plant planters and take turns 

taking care of the plants (after second service). 

 May  13 (Saturday) Childhaven to fix planters; 

meet there at 5 p.m.???? 

 May 20 (Saturday) Youth yard sale at the 

church; meet Friday night at 6 p.m. to put ta-

bles up and get ready. Meet at the church Sat-

urday at 7:30 a.m. 

Upcoming: 
 June 2 (Friday): Youth rock climbing at 12 p.m. 

at SJC Human Health & Performance Center. 

 June 4 (Sunday): Youth get-together at Civitan 
Park, 2 p.m. 

5/7  Kye Welch 

5/12 Joshua Davis 

5/21 Kaylynn Thompson 

5/26 Skylar Lanier 

5/30 John Erickson 
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(cont’d. from page 11) 

What role does the Spirit play in a Christian's prayers? 

 Since we don't always know how to pray as we should, if we have the Spirit in us and are 

led by that Spirit (Acts 2:38; Romans 8:14), Paul says "the Spirit" will make intercession for 

us. This means that although we do not always know exactly what we should be praying for, 

God knows our hearts by living in us (John 17:23). 

 No matter how clumsily Christians present their requests and no matter how jumbled and 

confusing they are, God will always know what they are trying to say. Through His Spirit 

working in us, He has intimate knowledge of our hearts and minds. He understands us and 

will always work things out for the best in the long run (Romans 8:28). 

 

Who or what should we be praying about? 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your king-

dom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but 

deliver us from the evil one. Amen. 

 In what has become known as the "Lord's prayer," Jesus Christ lays out for us a frame-

work for praying to God. It is not a strict, inflexible format to which we must adhere every 

time we come before God (Matthew 6:7), but rather an excellent checklist of things we do 

need to take the time to pray about. We should be praying on a regular basis for, among oth-

er things, God's will to be done, our needs to be taken care of, the forgiveness of our sins 

and deliverance from Satan. 

Matthew 7:7-8 

 Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 

be opened. 

 Along with praying for others, it is vital to also pray for ourselves. Our lives are filled with 

reminders that we can't make it on our own. It would be in-

conceivable to refrain from asking God for the help we so des-

perately require. 

 Our God stands ready to provide us with the strength, wis-

dom and courage we need to stand against our enemy, but He 

wants us first to come before Him and ask for it. Will we? 

 

Ephesians 6:18-20 

 ...praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 

with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—and for me, that utterance may be 

given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 The ministers of God's Church, on whom falls the bulk of His work, are just as human as 

the rest of us. They, too, are subject to exhaustion, sickness and heartache. They, too, can—

and at times, will—fall short of the high mark God has set for us. Also, they can face difficult 

trials (Paul spent time in prison for obeying God) and many challenging decisions in doing 

God's work. Paul was particularly concerned that God would continue to give him the cour-

age, opportunities and clarity to boldly preach God's truth even at the risk of suffering or 

death. 

 As this is the case, we should be sure to keep God's servants in our prayers—and not only 

His ministers, but all His people. We are in this battle together, and prayer is one of the most 

effective ways we can support each other, care for each other and fulfill the God-inspired 

command given to us in Philippians 2:4. 

(freebiblestudies.org) 

If 
 you don't already, set aside time each day to talk to God, and don't take it lightly. Don't 

put it off or delay it; make the time to talk to your Creator. If we fail to establish a 

steady, well-founded relationship with God, we will not be in the proper mindset to be pray-

ing always—nor will we be in the proper mindset to win our spiritual war.  

(cont’d. on page 13) 

(cont’d. from page 12) 
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Your Brother in Christ, 
Pr. Bror Erickson  
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knows you won’t follow through. The devil, the world, and your sinful nature won’t let you follow 

through. Instead, He has a better plan. He will claim you as His own children in the death and resur-

rection of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  

It was there that He justified the ungodly, and by the ungodly He means you. It was there in 

His death and resurrection that He would lift you up to walk in the newness of life through baptism, 

that you would no longer have to wonder if God loved you or was punishing you for not being good 

enough. It’s the newness of life that comes with the flowers blooming in the May sun because if God 

only let it rain on the just, the April showers would never come.   

Message from Pastor 
(cont’d. from page 3) 

Earth Day Planting 

Donation to 

Family Crisis Center 
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by Montgomery Watson 

I  don't like talking about my religion. Why I don't talk about it is because it makes me 

feel like I don't fit in with other people. I feel like they talk to me in a weird but rude 

way. I don't like it because my friends make me feel like the God I believe in is not the 

true god. They make me feel like the God I believe in is a lie. 

Fear of man is a dangerous trap, but to trust in God means safety.   
~ Proverbs 29:25 (TLB) 

elcome to Ryker Jameson House, who was 

born February 2nd and baptized at Zion on 

April 23rd. Ryker is the son of Daniel and 

Alyssa House and joins sister Emri and brother  

Jaxon in the family home. He is also the grandson 

of Tim and Wilma House. God’s blessings on this 

family! 

 Blessings also on Pastor Erickson and Laura, who recently celebrated their 11th 

wedding anniversary on April 23rd. May you have many more happy years together. 

 Congratulations go to Tara Gohr, daughter of Tom and Joanne O’Keefe, who was one of the recipi-

ents of the Woman of Influence 2017 award on April 3rd sponsored by Albuquerque Business First. 

Tara and sister Erin Hielkema are co-owners of The Grant Plant and The Grant Collective. 

 Please keep in your prayers: Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nancy Schaefer, Donald 

Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar Trost, 

Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, Matthew 

Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary 

Duncan, Andrew Galloway, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Lennis Walker, Kerry 

Gabel, Sandy Lauer, and Craig Thornton. 


