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(cont’d. on page 3) 

 hank you. That is all I really want to say.  

 I was thinking about it recently. Thirteen 

years in the ministry, Facebook 

reminded me somehow. I don’t 

do well remembering dates like 

that. But if I have been in the 

ministry 13 years, that means 

that I have been here for three 

now. And it has been my pleas-

ure. I thank God often for you and that He 

brought me here to be your pastor. It has been 

a great joy.  

 The author of Hebrews writes: “Obey your 

leaders and submit to them, for they are keep-

ing watch over your souls, as those who will 

have to give an account. Let them do this with 

joy and not with groaning, for that would be of 

no advantage to you,” (Heb. 13:17 ESV). 

 “Let them do this with joy.”  

 I want to tell you about that joy. Over the 

last 13 years I’ve had an occasional opportuni-

ty to consider a career change from time to 

time. I’m always left with, 

“I am not strong enough 

to dig, and I am ashamed 

to beg,” (Luke 16:3 ESV). 

The thought of my Master 

taking this stewardship 

horrifies me. So, like the 

dishonest steward, I just 

truck ahead and forgive everyone their debts. 

Except it isn’t being dishonest at all. It is what 

the Lord Jesus has given me to do. What a job! 

I really couldn’t imagine doing anything else. 

 I mean, I get up in the morning and I pray, 

and then I study God’s word. Then, I think to 

myself, people are paying me to do this? Real-

ly? I have found few things that can bring as 

much joy in life than the contemplation of 

God’s word. I think it drives Laura a bit crazy at 

Message from Pastor 

Happy 

Independence Day 



Your Brother in Christ, 
Pr. Bror Erickson  

Message from Pastor 
(cont’d. from page 1) 

Page 2 Page 3 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 
times when I have Bibles and books scattered all 

over the dining room table and notes all over the 

place where I’ve spent time parsing out a word, 

or decided to commit the passage to memory. 

Then, I read, translate and write in preparation 

for the next sermon, Bible Study, or in anticipa-

tion of the next hospital visit because that is 

where the real joy comes.  

 The real joy comes in the sharing of God’s 

word. The real joy comes when I get to be with 

you, God’s people, teaching you and strengthen-

ing your faith in Jesus Christ. The real joy comes 

when I get to preach the Gospel to you, whether 

from the pulpit or in your living room. It comes 

when we pray together and thank God for a suc-

cessful surgery at the hospital. It comes on Sun-

day morning when I’m there to distribute the 

forgiveness of sins in Christ’s body and blood to 

God’s faithful.    

 And, then there was the other night. It was a 

Tuesday, the second Tuesday of the month. We 

had a Council meeting! Yeah, sometimes they 

can be a little long and I just want to get home. 

But, then I think about that verse from Hebrews, 

and I think to myself, “these people actually 

care.” It’s really incredible to be here with people 

who care for the work the Lord has given us to 

do in His harvest. It makes this job enjoyable and 

encourages the heart.  

 So, again, thank you.  

Our  faith is steeped in tradition, and the 

Lutheran Liturgy comes from Biblical 

roots. Besides the words of Jesus, many 

parts of the Liturgy we currently use are 

directly from the Apostles and early people 

mentioned in the Bible. For example, the 

Agnus Dei is a Latin phrase meaning “Lamb 

of God,” which John the Baptist spoke as he 

pointed to Jesus coming toward him. The 

Post-Communion Canticle, “Lord, now let 

Your servant go in peace,” are the words of 

Simeon, who had awaited the birth of the 

Christ Child for so long. 

 It’s important to teach our children about 

the worship service so that they can develop 

a deeper understanding and appreciation of 

it. 

 LCMS Worship has released a resource 

entitled “Kids in the Divine Service” to help 

introduce children to all the various aspects 

of Divine Service worship, including the litur-

gy, sanctuary, and general information. 

 To download your free copy, visit 

lcms.org/worship/youth-in-worship. 

 There are other free resources at this site, 

too, including the Children Making Music 

DVD designed to inspire youth and promote 

music education for worship. 

Congratulations to 

Tim & Anne 

T 
im Snyder and Anne Zahrt-Brewer will 

be united in marriage on Saturday, Au-

gust 5, at Zion at 11 a.m., and they in-

vite members of the congregation to attend. The 

ceremony will be followed by a reception in the 

Fellowship Hall afterward. They indicate your 

presence is all that is requested. 

 “Thanks, all of you members, for your support 

now and in the past years!! Please RSVP to 330-

3674 or 325-7791.” 

 God’s blessings to you both! 
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EldEr’s 
Message 

By Tim Snyder 
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Dear friends in Christ, 

O 
nce again I was left not knowing what it 

was I wished to write about, and once 

again I am a few days late. No good rea-

son, but a few excuses.  

 I was considering a couple of ideas, when Anne 

kicked in with some good input. This was appreci-

ated, especially after we spent a little quality time 

with my oldest son Josh and had a call from my 

youngest son Jason. After all, it was Father's Day.  

     Well, some of you know some, some of you a 

lot, some of you know maybe nothing about 

things in my personal/family life.   

     After a long illness, after hours and hours of 

prayers, my wife passed, and there were more 

prayers, yet "other" things kept happening in my 

life. I am sure some of you have gone through 

similar circumstances.  

 Well, this is hard, but after "things" just kept 

"happening," I found myself questioning myself — 

what I had done, and why God "didn't answer my 

prayers." As your Elder, I then felt this unaccepta-

ble, but I kept on this path, oftentimes asking God 

why He wasn't listening, or answering. I found 

myself praying less and less, while a lot of people 

around me marveled at "how well" I was doing. If 

they only knew.  

 Then, after my friend put me on match.com 

and I met Anne, I realized that prayers are an-

swered. I then questioned almost more why oth-

ers weren't before.  

 Well, looking back, I guess they were, too. 

Maybe not the way I thought they should have 

been.  

     Where am I 

going with 

this? Well, 

almost imme-

diately after 

meeting Anne, 

every time we 

went out to eat, we sat and prayed at public res-

taurants, something I hadn't done much in quite 

a while. She would call me in the morning, either 

at least asking me if I had prayed, or she would 

say one over the phone with me. I REALLY feel 

the importance of prayer, again.  

     But, now, with this new "regeneration," comes 

even more responsibilities. I still don't completely 

understand what God had, or has planned for me, but now I also 

realize that with this power of prayer I have not always used my 

faith, or His gifts, in the most positive ways. Now, one more prayer 

each day — that God uses me in a way that hopefully shows His 

love toward others. Sure, none of us can, or will ever, completely 

do this, BUT...keep praying!!! 

Your friend in Christ, 
          Tim Snyder    

EldEr’s MEssagE 
(cont’d. from page 4) 

(cont’d. on page 5) 

C ongratulations 

and welcome to 

our confirmands, Mont-

gomery Watson and 

Josh Davis, who studied 

hard and became con-

firmed members of Zion 

on June 4th! 
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F 
ollowing are highlights from the Church 

Council Meeting held June 13, 2017. 

 In the Elders’ Report, a motion was 

passed to accept into membership by affirmation 

of faith John Newton and Rolanda Garcia.  Mi-

chael and Delores Flemming will also be transfer-

ring in. Approval will follow after receipt of a 

transfer-in letter from their former church. 

 The Trustees pointed out repairs are needed for both the steeple cracks and for the roof. More keys 

need to be made; however, the Trustees need an approval on church letterhead to get more made be-

cause of the “Do Not Duplicate” stamp on the keys. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report was approved. Tom O’Keefe felt it was not a good practice to have 

the same person collect the offering plate money and then deposit it. A counting committee and a safe, 

which will run about $100, will be required. A motion was approved for the Council President to ap-

point four to six people for a counting committee to count offerings after the second service and then 

place the money in the safe, with up to $200 allotted for purchase of the safe. Tom will work with the 

Trustees to purchase and install the safe. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was approved. Too many critical bills have gone unpaid. As much as possible, 

the bills will be switched to be received digitally. Ken Hunt will also look into the Hub Dock system to 

assist in paying invoices. 

 In Old Business, Tom O’Keefe will draft an amendment to the Church Constitution to do away with 

the May Voters’ Meeting. Only one Voters’ Meeting will then be held in November. 

 In New Business, Tim House needs help with running the slide projector for the next two to three 

Sundays. Gary Duncan will help with that. 

 There was a rebate of $1,347 from the health insurance company for Pastor and Laura’s healthy liv-

ing. A motion was approved to give 20 percent of that rebate to Pastor and Laura. 

 Bob Schryver reported on the progress of the pergola for the memorial garden. A bench is still need-

ed, as well as a plaque to recognize those donating to the memorials. Bob has bills from Lillywhite and 

Lowe’s totaling $1,552.37. A check for that amount will be cut for the Schryvers. 
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by Jerry Dennington 

Is  theology important to kids? Since my kids are older, this will mostly be aimed at teenagers. As Lu-

therans we have some beliefs that most likely aren’t in line with our children's other Christian 

friends’ beliefs. Two specifics come to mind: Baptism and the Lords Supper, both of which point to 

a difference in base theology.  

 Who does the work in salvation (justification) and how are we sanctified (and what is sanctification)? 

How is faith strengthened? Older children are likely to have these discussions with their close friends of 

evangelical and other denominations. What is the liturgy anyway? Can salvation be lost? What is the 

history of the church? What happens in the “end times”? All these and countless more topics and ques-

tions are common to young and old who take their faith seriously. We have many verses in Scripture that 

exhort us to defend our faith and the Gospel — 1 Peter 3:15, 2 Timothy 2:15-16, Philippians 1:16, to 

name a few.  

 How do we teach these deeper topics to them (and ourselves for that matter)? A few ideas come to 

mind. One is regular church attendance. Our pastor’s sermons and children's sermons regularly discuss 

these topics; we are taught well and hear the Gospel every Sunday.  

 Another great way for teens and above is the 9 a.m. Bible study. Lately we have been discussing evan-

gelism and how to talk about and defend the Gospel message. It is a great place to ask questions as well.  

 Home instruction is where we might struggle most to find the time and knowledge of the material 

ourselves, but it can become a normal part of daily discussions as we grow and learn.  

 One less orthodox method is using technology. Many Lutheran theologians, lay people, and pastors 

have podcasts (ask your kids) that are great to listen to as you drive with your kids in the car. Even if they 

don’t understand everything, it’s an opportunity to introduce them to terms and is great for things to 

talk about. One of our favorites is “The Thinking Fellows.”  

 And, of course, regular Bible reading is essential, and Portals of Prayer is very helpful at times. In my 

experience, kids and teens would like to know why they believe what they believe and be able to talk to 

other kids and adults alike.  



 July  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Noah Keune 
Altar Duty: Dave & Melissa Richards 
  

3 
  

4  
  

5 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 
  

10 
  

11 
6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

12 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

13 
  

14 
  

15 
  

16 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Melody Richards 
  

17 
  

18 
5 p.m. Let Freedom Ring Potluck (meet 
at Veterans’ Memorial at Berg Park, 
then off to the Thur’s for a potluck) 

19 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

20 
  

21 
 Newsletter Deadline 

22 
 8 a.m. (tentative) Youth to plant roses 
at church 

23 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Brooke Sona 
  

24 
  

25 
  

26 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Joshua Hobbs 
Youth-Assisted Service 
 
  

31 
  

 
Worship Schedule: 

Sundays: 8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Services 
9 a.m. Bible Study 

Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
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by Michelle Thur 

I 
 have really been enjoying reading the Bible studies and devotions on the youthesource.com website! 

I highly encourage each youth to visit this site and do some summer reading. Here is an excerpt from 

one of the studies found on this site: 

OUR SCARY WORLD AND OUR LIVING GOD —  
A BIBLE STUDY ON STRESS 

The  world is a scary place, and, often, the news headlines just serve to scare us more. They tell us 

that the world we live in is not safe. Bad things happen all over the world — including in our 

own backyards. If you were writing a newspaper for your school, what would be some of the more 

stressful headlines? What about for your church? Your home? 

• Read Luke 24:13-14. 

 What were “all these things that had happened”? The details can be found in the previous two 

chapters of Luke. 

 What do you think the two men might have been thinking? Feeling? 

 Would they have had any hope for their future? For the world’s future? 

 Have you ever been in their shoes? 

• Read Luke 24:15-35. 

 Who showed up to relieve their stress? 

 How did Jesus relieve their stress? 

 Even after Jesus left them, did they have hope? Why? 

 We have that same hope, even in our scary stressful world. How can we apply that hope to some 

of the stressful headlines that we read earlier? 

• Read Philippians 4:5b-7, starting with “The Lord is at hand.” 

 Why does Paul tell us not to be anxious? 

 What does he tell us to do instead? 

 What does he say the peace of God will do for us? 

(cont’d. on page 12) 

Ju ly  Schedule :  
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

Note: 
All youth activities, events, and projects are in the 

newsletter and on the website. 

Youth schedule is dependent on youth/parent com-

munication of interest, availability, and participation. 

 July 18: Let Freedom Ring Potluck: Meet at the 

Veterans’ Memorial in Berg Park at 5 p.m., 

then head to the Thur’s for a potluck dinner. 

Youth: Please bring a list of the freedoms you 

enjoy! 

 July 22: Tentative plan for watering system. 

Meet at 8 a.m. to plant roses; if time allows, 

we will lay ground cover. 

 July 30: Youth-Assisted Service. 

In the Planning Process: 

• August 12: Tentative plans for Memori-
al Garden; ordered white quartz rock 
will be put in along the border. 

• August 25: Progressive Back to School 
BBQ. WE NEED MEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
TO HOST THE YOUTH ! 

Youth Birthdays 
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• Everyone we know is stressed for some reason or another. Read John 13:35. 

 How can we spread the hope that we have? 

 Try to get each person to come up with a tangible way in which they can love another person this 

week. 

Close with a prayer and ask God to help us spread hope in stressful situations. In addition, pray for any 

stressful situations that might have come up earlier in the study. 

(cont’d. from page 11) 

Youth June Events: 
Rock Climbing at SJC &  

Ice Cream Social 
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annah is a woman who has taught me much as I've studied her. (Her story is found in 1st Samu-

el.) Her prayer life was amazing — she prayed so hard in the temple that the priest thought she 

was drunk. Her answer was "No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit....I have poured out 

my soul before the LORD."  

 I began to think of my prayer life. During my times of sorrowful spirit, how often do I pour my soul 

out to the Lord? My prayers tend to be quick and to the point — thanksgiving, prayers for those I care 

about, maybe a prayer for an issue facing friend, church, government, etc.  It became apparent it was 

more like talking to an acquaintance than someone to whom I would pour my soul out.  

 God tells us to cast our burdens on Him (Psalm 55:22). If I can't get along with a coworker or family 

member, don't know how to handle my finances, have a bad report from the doctor, or want a child (as 

Hannah did), I need to pour out my true feelings, desires, and frustrations to God. I think He knows but 

wants to hear from me; and, as I do this, I realize my dependence on Him.  

 At the end of her prayer and encounter with Eli, the Bible tells us "....Then the woman went her way 

and ate, and her face was no longer sad," 1 Samuel 1:18. What a lesson for me! As I leave my prayer 

with God, I need to walk away without the burden that is facing me; I need to leave it in His hands to 

work "in me and through me as He will" (to quote one of my favorite pastors). 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

~ Psalm 46:1 

B  F F 
Broken  
Forgiven  
Friends 

[Note: Due to vacations and out-of-town company arriving, BFF will not meet in July but will resume in August on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of the month at 6 p.m. at church for one hour.  Please join us — we have very inter-
esting discussions and welcome more input!] 

By Shannon Watson 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,  

just as in fact you are doing. 

~ 1 Thess. 5:11 



Page 14 

ongratulations to Willie Neuhaus who was married to An-

gie Levesque on June 17 at Day Three Church in Farming-

ton. Willie is the grandson of Joan Vilven. Much of the 

family was here to help celebrate, and the newlyweds are 

now honeymooning in the Bahamas. God’s blessings! 

 Helen Terry has been on the move, making five trips in the past 

two months — some pleasant, and some not so much. Our sincere 

sympathy is extended to Helen at the loss of her sister, Pauline, 

who lived in Idaho and recently passed away from pancreatic can-

cer. The memorial was made special, however, with three of 

Helen’s nephews participating in it — one nephew, a retired mis-

sionary who served in South Africa, conducted the service, another 

nephew sang, and another nephew was the organist. 

 Helen’s joyful trips were traveling to Oklahoma to celebrate 

Ken’s father’s 100th birthday and another excursion to Fort Collins to see her granddaughter gradu-

ate from high school. 

 Our sympathies go to the family of Virginia DeLapp, who also recently passed away. Virginia had 

been in poor health and was living at Good Sam’s the past several 

years. She was the mother of Zion member Christine Fassler. 

 Welcome to new members Michael and Dee Flemming, who 

moved here from Wisconsin and make their home in La Plata. 

We’re very happy to have you! 

 Please keep in your prayers: Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue 

Gehrke, Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Ca-

henzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar 

Trost, Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, 

Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John 

Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Galloway, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Lennis 

Walker, Kerry Gabel, Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther McKeever, 

Theron Saville, and Jerry Dennington. 

Michael and Dee Flemming 
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Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$1,931.60 
Total Checking Account Balance: $26,071.56 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,720.61 
Family Fund: $1,743.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $42,418.40 (members' EFT contributions are deposited in 
this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,182.42 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,540.80 
Total Assets: $1,161,230.06 
Total Liabilities: $316,397.35 (includes LCEF mortgage of $312,320.06) 
Net Worth (Equity): $844,832.71 

May 2017 
Operating Income: $19,642.58 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
$766.41 
Operating Expense: $15,750.35  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $3,892.23  

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $92,871.47 
Budgeted Operating Income: $94,380.81  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$1,509.34 
Operating Expense: $85,470.20  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $93,485.34 
Net Operating Income: $7,401.27 

7/3 Kay Duncan 

7/4 Cole Dennis 

7/6 Randy Nicholson 

7/7 Jacob Dennis 

7/7 Dar Trost 

7/7 Emri House 

7/8 Donna Keune 

7/8 Theron Saville 

7/11 Jerry Dennington 

7/11 Tim Watson 

7/14 Tim House 

7/15 Joshua Hobbs 

7/19 Steve Baker 

7/22 Taylin Calder 

7/23 Jaxson House 


