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Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

oe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-

ocrites! For you travel across sea and 

land to make a single proselyte, and 

when he becomes a proselyte, you make him 

twice as much a child of hell as yourselves 

(Matt. 23:15 ESV). 

 The Christian Church has always 

marked a difference between 

evangelism and proselytism, but it 

has often been guilty of prose-

lytizing rather than evangelizing. 

Proselytizing is what the others 

do. Muslims, for instance, don’t evangelize. 

They proselytize. They can’t evangelize because 

they don’t have the Gospel. They can only pros-

elytize. 

 Ever been guilty of that? Ever been left feeling 

guilty because you didn’t bring up Jesus Christ 

and “the Gospel” within the first five minutes of 

meeting a new coworker? Ever see Mormons 

riding bicycles down the street and feel guilty? 

Ever been to a youth camp where the instruc-

tors put on a campfire skit where someone 

died and went to hell because you didn’t make 

them pray the sinner’s prayer before leaving 

the coffee shop? Have you ever 

been to church on Sunday morn-

ing where the Gospel seemed to 

have been replaced with the 

admonition to evangelize? Then, 

yes, you have been the victim of 

proselytizing, and victims victim-

ize. Proselytes proselytize.  

 If you don’t believe Jesus Christ; that is, God 

in the man born of the Virgin Mary, died for 

the sins of the world, then you can’t evange-

lize. However, neither can you evangelize if 

you don’t believe God died for your sins, in-

Evangelism or Proselytism?  

A 
 church goer wrote 
a letter to the edi-
tor of a newspaper 

and complained that it made no sense to go to church 
every Sunday. “I've gone for 30 years now,” he 
wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 
3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remem-
ber a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my 
time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving ser-
mons at all.” 
 
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the 
Editor” column. Much to the delight of the editor, it 
went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
 
“I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my 
wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life 
of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one 
of those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished 
me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. 
If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be 
physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to 
church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!” 
 
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to some-
thing! 
 
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and 
receives the impossible! 
 
Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourish-
ment! 

Why go 
to 

Church? 
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B  F F 
Broken  
Forgiven  
Friends 

cluding your lack of evangelistic zeal.  

 You can’t evangelize if you don’t have the Gos-

pel. That’s because evangelism means Gos-

pelism. It’s funny how often the church forgets 

this. The word evangelism comes from the same 

word that is translated Gospel, good news. There 

is only one Gospel, and should anyone come 

preaching any other Gospel, even if they are an 

angel from heaven, let them be anathema! This 

is what Paul tells the 

Galatians. This Gospel 

is the forgiveness of 

sins. It is the declara-

tion that you are not 

guilty, justified and 

made innocent by the 

blood of Christ and 

nothing else. It is the 

good news that Jesus 

Christ died for sinners and you qualify. It is a 

joyous message, and the joy is contagious. It’s 

the kind of thing a person just can’t help but 

share with others. This is why Paul writes to Tim-

othy that “the aim of our charge is love that is-

sues from a pure heart and a clean conscience 

and a sincere faith.” These are things that result 

from the Gospel, from hearing that your sins are 

forgiven. It is through the Gospel and the for-

giveness of sins that the Holy Spirit purifies your 

heart with fire, and cleans your conscience with 

the blood of Christ. Evangelism is for believers, 

evangelism is for you, and when the Holy Spirit 

has had His way with you, well then He will also 

work through you when and where He pleases.  

 This is why evangelism starts at church, on Sun-

day morning with a sermon focused on the Gos-

pel. It is something that pastors all too often for-

get. Pastors can have a hard time of it. The Gos-

pel doesn’t always have the results a pastor in his 

sinful human nature wants to see. We want to 

see the church bursting at the seams, standing 

room only, so packed you have to put large 

screens on the outside 

so people can see and 

hear what is going on 

inside. Yes, that is ac-

tually what we want, 

the same thing our 

Elders and Church 

Council want. Don’t 

think we aren’t a bit 

envious driving by that 

new supposedly non-denominational start-up 

(actually funded in the millions by the Church of 

the Nazarene, or E.V. Free, or even by their own 

denomination…). The parking lot is full and it is a 

Tuesday night, what could they possibly be doing 

on a Tuesday night? And then we find out that is 

just their youth group — on Sunday mornings 

they need traffic cops and parking attendants. 

Yes, we wonder to ourselves whether we could 

make that happen at our church. And the answer 

is, for most of us anyway, yes. WE could. But 

then it would be US that were doing the doing.  

 Not all that glitters is gold. The early church 

knew this. The apostles were under the same 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 

(cont’d. on page 14) 

BFF  — Broken Forgiven Friends 
— meets the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of the month at 6:00. Join us as 
we discuss God's Word and how to apply it 
to our everyday lives.   

 We're always looking for new faces, so call 
Shannon at 793-1172 or Michelle at 330-
8929 for more information. 

D 
on’t miss out on the yummy pie 

on Father’s Day, June 18! 

LWML will be serving pie in 

honor of all fathers after the second ser-

vice. 

Yum 
Yum 

Yum 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Jim Lukow 
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A rmed Forces Day was Saturday, May 20, 2017. Too often, we fail to pray for and 

thank our men and women who have served or are serving this nation so faithful-

ly. 

 During the past and to the present day, during war and peace, members of Zion congre-

gation have served their Lord and Savior, as well as their country, in WWI, WWII, Korea, 

Viet Nam, Iraq and a multitude of other geographic 

sites. 

Please pray continually for those serving, that the 

Lord would guard them from all evil to body and 

soul. Let’s also remember to thank all who have 

served or are serving, repeatedly and often, for the 

freedoms they have won for us as citizens of this 

great country. 

And, of course, we thank Jesus daily for His victo-

ry over sin and death, the victory that won for us 

eternal life, joy, and peace. 

 In conclusion, your homework assignment (yes, I was a teacher!) is to reread the Satur-
day, May 20, 2017, selection in Portals of Prayer by Deaconess Rachel D. Thompson. 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Thanks, and God’s blessing to you and yours, 

Jim Lukow 
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Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$4,693.43 
Total Checking Account Balance: $23,241.78 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,665.08 
Family Fund: $1,736.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $40,554.65 (members' EFT contributions are deposited in 
this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,182.42 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,532.59 
Total Assets: $1,159,766.70 
Total Liabilities: $318,656.35 (includes LCEF mortgage of $315,347.17) 
Net Worth (Equity): $841,110.35 

April 2017 
Operating Income: $21,806.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: 
$2,929.83 
Operating Expense: $17,148.21  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $4,657.79  

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $73,228.89 
Budgeted Operating Income: $75,504.64  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$2,275.75 
Operating Expense: $69,311.89  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $74,788.24 
Net Operating Income: $3,917.00 
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Congratulations to 

Delray Allen 

W 
elcome to Delray Allen, who is not only Zion’s 

newest member but was baptized here at Zion on 

May 21st. We are so happy to have you! 

 Delray graduated from Aztec High School this year and 

plans to enter the military. 

 God’s blessings to you in all your endeavors, Delray! 

Shayla Brown 

S hayla Brown, who is the daughter of Ja-

son and Tami Brown and sister to Kelsi, 

graduated from Piedra Vista High School 

on May 18th. 

 Shayla has participated in various forms of 

dance since she was three years old, but her fa-

vorite is ballet. She also plays the piano.  

 She will begin her college career in August by attending Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, 

majoring in Pre-Med, with a goal of becoming a neurosurgeon. 

 For the last two years, Shayla got a head start by taking dual credit college courses through 

San Juan College while also working as a part-time Assistant Manager at Maurice’s clothing store 

in the mall. 

 She is looking forward to this next adventure and appreciates all the support Zion Lutheran 

Church has given her. 

 Congratulations, Shayla! 

Page 7 

our Graduates! 

Avery Calder 

A  recent graduate of Piedra Vista High School, Avery Calder 

maintained a 3.9 grade-point average, managing to com-

plete more than one full semester of classes through the 

dual credit program at San Juan College. 

 During high school, Avery ran track, running in the 100-meter and 

300-meter hurdles. She qualified for state in both events during her 

junior year and finished 6th at state in the 300-meter hurdles, thus 

helping the PV girls’ track team win the state title! Her senior year, 

Avery again qualified for state in both events, placing 6th at state in 

the 100-meter hurdles and 8th at state for the 300-meter hurdles. 

That year the PV girls’ track team took 3rd place at state in their first year as a 6A school.  

 She has also been working the entire school year on her available days at Allen Theaters. 

 Avery’s plans are to continue her studies at either San Juan College or Fort Lewis College, where she 

will join the track team. Once her prerequisites are complete, she will apply to the nursing program at 

San Juan College, with plans to become a neonatal nurse. 

 Congratulations, Avery! 

Aspen Thompson 

A spen Thompson graduated from the University of New Mexi-

co School of Pharmacy with her Doctorate in Pharmacy. She 

and her family moved to McKinney, Texas, where she will 

work in either hospital or community pharmacy. 

 Aspen is married to Trevor Thompson and has three children: Kaylynn, 

Madison, and Brayden. She is thankful for her family and could not have 

done it without them! 

 She also sends special thanks to her grandparents, Jimmie and Diana 

Fisher,  who have supported her throughout her journey! 

 Congratulations, Dr. Thompson! 



  June  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
  

2 

12 p.m. Youth rock climbing at SJC 

3 
  

4 The Day of Pentecost (White)  

Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Gabriella Hobbs 

Altar Duty: Frances Wilkey 

Greeter: Jo Anne Ellsaesser 

11:30 a.m. Confirmands’ celebration 

5 

2 p.m. Youth get-together for ice cream 

& games at Civitan Park 

6 
  

7 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

8 

6 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible Study 

9 
  

10 
  

11 The Holy Trinity (White) 

Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 

Greeters: Bev Maeschen &  

Tami Brown 

 

12 
  

13 
  

14 Flag Day 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

15 
  

16 

Newsletter Deadline 

17 
  

18 Second Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) 
Father’s Day 
Elder:Tim House 
Acolyte: Josh Davis 

Greeters: Tim & Julie Jones 

11:30 a.m. LWML serving pie 

19 
  

20 
  

21 First Day of Summer 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

22 

6 p.m. BFF Women’s Bible Study 

23 
  

24 
  

25 Third Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) 
Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Bayleigh Culpepper 

Greeter: Gary Hobbs 

  

26 
  

27 
  

28 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

Youth Project: Watering system for 

Memorial Garden 

29 
  

30 
  

  

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

Worship Schedule: 
Sundays: 8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Services 

9 a.m. Bible Study 
Wednesdays: 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
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by Michelle Thur 

H ere is how you can participate in story telling that is so essential to our youth in helping them 

grow into disciples of God: 

1. Give youth an opportunity to share their stories.  Parents, listen to them at home. Give them per-

sonal time to be the center of attention. Members, ask them questions and let them speak at potlucks, 

fellowship, etc. 

2. Take time to share the great Story of Scripture. Parents and members alike, take time to talk about 

the Great Story with the children and youth. Tell it with the excitement of a disciple who knows the awe-

someness of His grace. 

Most importantly, use every opportunity to connect these two stories together. We absolutely have to 

connect the youth’s stories with the Story that God has invited us all into. Don’t always talk about the 

Bible and what God has done in the past tense, but talk about what God is still doing today in the lives of 

believers. 

P lease visit youthesource.com. This is a great website that has great ideas 
for youth, support for parents, teachers, and members. 

Citation: http://www.youthesource.com/2016/10/13/all-things-new-youth-ministry-as-story-time/ 

W 
hat’s so great about story time? 

Why did Jesus frequently tell sto-

ries or parables as a central part 

of His teaching? These questions all have a similar 

answer: We love stories! We love telling stories 

as well as hearing them. If you gather a group of 

people together, it will only take a few moments 

before they begin to share stories with one an-

other. One person will share a story, and then 

another will jump in afterwards with a story that 

is related to the first story, and this could go on 

for hours and hours. 

 I think one reason we love stories is that we are 

all wired not just to hear tales that relate to our 

lives, but we are wired to want to be a part of a 

bigger story. We want our lives to matter, to 

count, to be a part of something that is bigger 

than ourselves. This is why so many people flock 

to either playing or watching sports. This is why 

movies, books, story-rich video games, and other 

media are so popular.  

 This is one reason why the LCMS Youth Gather-

ing, Higher Things, or similar large group experi-

ences can be so impactful to young people. These 

events remind youth that they are not alone, that 

they are a part of something big, and that God 

wants to use them as a part of this great mission. 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 

Youth  

Farmington 

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

Note: 

All youth activities, events, and projects are in the newsletter and on the website. 

Youth schedule is dependent on youth/parent communication of interest, availability, and 

participation. 

June  Schedule :  
 June 2: Youth rock climbing at 12 p.m. at SJC 

Health & Performance 

 June 4: Confirmands celebration 

 June 5: Youth get-together at Civitan Park, 2 

p.m., ice cream & games 

 June 28: Youth project; watering system for 

Memorial Garden (on-going) 

In the Planning Process: 

• July 30: Youth-Assisted Service 

• August 25: Progressive Back to School 
BBQ. WE NEED MEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
TO HOST THE YOUTH ! 

Let no one look down on your youthful-

ness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, 

faith and purity, show yourself an example 

of those who believe.  

~ 1 Tim. 4:12 
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"All things work together for good for those who love God."  

Romans 8:28 

T his is a verse that has recently been coming to mind. So far this year, we have had a lot of things 

happen, good and bad. But sometimes the bad seems to tower over the good.  

For example, my dad is in the hospital for an infection he has in his back. The infection is said to 

be rare for a person his age. Yet he has it and at a very inconvenient time for all of us. Since my dad has 

never actually been hurt for as long as I can remember, at first I was upset and worried and stressed. Of 

course, I am still, but less. I have reminded myself that I can't do anything because God has everything. It 

is a comfort to know this, and I am so thankful for the grace God has given to us poor miserable sinners. 

I am thankful that He is healing my dad and for the good health of the rest of my family. I have faith in 

God and His will, no matter what it is. All we can do is wait and hope.  

by Sydney Dennington 

6/1   Dalton Dennington 

6/12  Dave Richards 

6/13  Jeremy Grabow 

6/19  Sam Dennington 

6/19  Lynn Hoppe 

6/19  Billie Isaacson 

6/19  Joe Wilkey 

6/21  Rick Meyers 

6/21  Helen Terry 

6/22  Jimmie Fisher 

6/22  Barb Lukow 

6/22  Kathy Meyers 

6/24  Diana Fisher 

6/26  Mary Kelly 

6/27  Patrick Roper 
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ollowing are highlights from the semi-

annual Voters’ Meeting held Sunday, 

May 21, 2017. 

 Youth Leader Michelle Thur presented the 

activities  the youth have participated in since December. She asked for volunteers to host a youth 

progressive barbeque dinner in August. 

 The Trustees reported they found the storage shed unlocked and reminded everyone to make sure 

it is locked after being in there. 

 The Financial Secretary‘s Report was approved, noting that a BP royalty payment should be re-

ceived in 60 to 90 days. Concordia Health Plan provided a rebate of $1,370 for Pastor and Laura Er-

ickson’s healthy lifestyle, and $160 was received from Amazon Smile. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was approved. 

 In New Business, Pastor made a motion that we omit the early 

service on the fifth Sunday of the month (when there is a fifth 

Sunday) and also on Voters’ Meeting Sundays and have only 

one service those days so that all members may fellowship to-

gether. There was a discussion of pros and cons, and it was de-

cided to table this until the June Council meeting. 



Your Brother in Christ, 
Pr. Bror Erickson  
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(cont’d. from page 14) 

sort of pressure. They saw what was happening 

to the pastors and the elders in the congrega-

tions they had established. Charlatans were able 

to draw the crowds in by the thousands even in 

Paul’s day. Paul, therefore, would have to write 

even to heroes of the faith like Timothy and Titus 

to redirect them, encourage them, and admonish 

them to stay on topic! Keep the main thing the 

main thing! Or, as Paul 

would admonish Timothy, 

“As for you, always be sober

-minded, endure suffering, 

do the work of an evange-

list, fulfill your ministry (2 

Tim. 4:5 ESV). 

 Be sober-minded, this was 

Paul’s way of saying, don’t 

let the despair get you 

down. Don’t let the num-

bers make you jealous. Don’t let your envy trip 

you up so that you forget the cross of Christ in 

the midst of your own suffering. Do the work of 

an evangelist. That is, proclaim the Gospel. Be 

focused on the Gospel because if you aren’t, you 

will be nothing but a proselytizer.  

 The joy of the Gospel isn’t the only contagious 

thing in this world. Fear and fearmongering are 

often more contagious. So is self-help rehashed. 

But where fear is the driving force behind the 

supposed evangelism program at the church, 

then the church is no longer evangelizing, it is 

proselytizing. Evangelism should not be confused 

with membership drives. And this is what hap-

Message from Pastor 

(cont’d. from page 3) 
Message from Pastor 

pens when the Gospel doesn’t give us the results 

WE want, and we get ourselves, our desires and 

our program confused with the Holy Spirit, His 

desires, and His work.  

 “God desires all people to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). 

God desires this. This is the will of God, and to 

accomplish it, He has entrusted forgiven sinners 

with the knowledge of truth 

and the forgiveness of sins, 

yes, even their own, even 

yours. There is profound 

mystery in this. At times we 

see the Gospel break forth 

in a community like the 

Johnstown Flood. The only 

thing to do is rejoice. It is 

true small numbers are no 

more a test of orthodoxy 

than large numbers are a litmus of heterodoxy. 

When one passes that mega church in town, it 

does much more to pray the Gospel be preached 

than to let jealousy take over your sober mind. It 

is His church, His will be done. But preach the 

Gospel, do the work of an evangelist, and rejoice.  

 Rejoice, the angels do. The angels rejoice when 

even one sinner repents. It’s a miracle of God, it 

is a glorious sight. That baby you baptized last 

Sunday? Rejoice! This isn’t low-hanging fruit, this 

is the work of God in your midst. This is the great 

news of a battle won for the kingdom of God! 

This is the good news that calls for throwing so-

briety to the wind as you crack open champagne! 

That couple that just returned to church after being gone four years? That woman in the wake of 

divorce and tears who comes forward to receive the blood of Jesus for her forgiveness? These are all 

people that God has saved, the same God who will leave the 99 and search for the one, because in 

heaven there is more rejoicing over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons who 

need no repentance. This is the Gospel at work. This is evangelism, and this is just as much the Holy 

Spirit working through you as it is the Holy Spirit working through the pastor you support because 

the Holy Spirit is at work in His church forgiving sinners like your pastor, forgiving sinners like you, 

delivering pure hearts and clean consciences.  

(cont’d. on page 15) 

C ongratulations go to several of our members who are about 

to celebrate, or have recently celebrated, their wedding an-

niversaries. Don and Joan Wood observed their 64th anni-

versary (wow!), Joe and Shirley Shelby are marking their 49th on June 

3rd, and “newlyweds” Tim and Julie Jones  celebrated their 25th. 

God’s blessings to each of you for many more happy years together. 

 Our condolences go to Delores Archuleta, whose husband, Dick, 

passed away at the end of April. May God grant you comfort. 

 Please keep in your prayers: Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue 

Gehrke, Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Ca-

henzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar Trost, 

Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, 

Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Ed Schlueter, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John 

Richards, Gary Duncan, Andrew Galloway, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Lennis 

Walker, Kerry Gabel, Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther 

McKeever, Theron Saville, and Jerry Dennington. 


