
www.zionfarmingtonlcms.org 

Lutheran Church 
Zion 

Newsletter 
Bringing Hope Through Christ 

Bror Erickson, Pastor 

Zion Lutheran C
hurch 

7
4

5
5

 Fo
o

th
ills D

rive 
Farm

in
gto

n
, N

M
 8

7
4

0
2

 
5

0
5

-3
2

5
-3

4
2

0
 

Su
n

d
ay W

o
rsh

ip
 Service: 

8
 a.m

. &
 1

0
:1

5
 a.m

.  
B

ib
le Stu

d
y &

 Su
n

d
ay Sch

o
o

l 9
 a.m

. 
W

e
d

n
esd

ay H
o

ly C
o

m
m

u
n

io
n

 Service 1
2

:1
5

 p
.m

. 

September 2017 

Message from Pastor Erickson: 

(cont’d. on page 3) 

Dear Zion, 
My  latest book, on which I have been 

working for some time, is a transla-

tion of With My Own Eyes written 

by Bo Giertz. I have actually translated many of 

this man’s works over the years and am now 

under contract to translate and publish his com-

mentaries on the New Testament. This month I 

will be translating through Acts, as I prepare for 

Sunday’s Bible Study, and through John, as I 

prepare for the Men’s Bible Study. I’m looking 

over copy edits for Romans as we speak.  

 My dad gave me my first Bo Giertz book 

when he was visiting me in Italy. At the time I 

was in the Air Force and planning my exit to go 

study and become a pastor. We met in Rome 

and he gave me a copy of The Hammer of God. 

This book got me hooked. It is a novel that deals 

with three pastors at different times in the 

same village of Sweden. Each of them has his 

own troubles brought about by the doctrinal 

fads of the day, various forms of what is 

called 

pietism, 

or what 

we might 

call legal-

ism. Final-

ly, the 

Gospel 

prevails in 

their lives and the lives of the congregation as 

they realize their only hope is Jesus Christ. I 

was struck by the pastoral practice for which 

he was advocating in the book. It is a pastoral 

practice that I have tried to make my own; 

that is, to never compromise on God’s word, 

and yet to love God’s people with patience, 

calm, and understanding.  

Sunday School begins 
once again on September 
10th at 9 a.m. Come hear 
about the love of Jesus! 

 hanks, Zion supporters! For those of 

you who have designated Zion Lutheran 

Church in the AmazonSmile program 

when placing orders, Zion reaps the benefits! 

 AmazonSmile Foundation recently issued a 

donation to Zion for $19.55 as a result of Ama-

zonSmile program activity between April 1 and 

June 30, 2017. 

 For those of you unfamiliar with the pro-

gram, when you shop at Amazon, go to 

smile.amazon.com/ch/85-0207257 and desig-

nate Zion as your charitable organization, and 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

to us. Prices are the same as at amazon.com. 

 Bookmark http://smile.amazon.com/ch/85-

0207257 on your computer! 
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Message from Pastor 
 With My Own Eyes is a novel that retells 

Christ’s life by taking the perspective of a third 

party who is there to hear His sermons or to 

see His miracles. The idea behind the book is 

to put the reader into the setting, the geogra-

phy, and the culture to inform the reader of 

the history surrounding the events of each 

episode. In the end, it is part commentary, 

part exegetical study, part sermon and com-

pleted gospel. The book started when Bo 

Giertz took a trip to Israel in 1930. He spent six 

months there. He spent some of the time on 

an archeological dig and the rest of the time 

wandering about and trying to get as familiar 

as he could  with the geography and the culture. 

For a while, Anton Fridrichsen, his mentor at the 

University of Uppsala, visited him there. Anton 

Fridrichsen was beginning to doubt the merits of 

liberal theology before he went on the trip. 

Afterwards, both Anton and Bo would credit this 

trip with their full departure from liberal theolo-

gy.  

 I’m going to start confirmation on September 

17th this year at 7 p.m. I’m hoping that by hav-

ing it on Sunday evening we can avoid the major-

ity of scheduling conflicts that I run into with kids 

during the week.  

Your brother in Christ, 
Pastor Bror Erickson 

T hank you to those who volunteered 

to serve on the new Collection 

Plate Cash Accountability Com-

mittee. Two members of that committee 

count and record the cash contributed in the 

collection plate each Sunday. It only takes a 

couple of minutes, and additional members 

are welcome.  

 If you’d like to participate, please see Tom 

O’Keefe after a Sunday service, or call 330-

9614. 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, 

Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah 

Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, Matthew 

Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary Dun-

can, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, and Kerry Gabel, Shea and Jessica, 

Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther McKeever, Theron 

Saville, Lewis, Avis, Shanda, and Joann Huntsman. 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Tim House 
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In 
 our constantly changing world, people search for security. They hunger to find 

something on which they can rely. Unfortunately, many of the places in which they 

seek security are unreliable. Earthly governments, physical wealth, and careers 

may seem reliable for a time. But, eventually, all these fail because they are of this world.  

 God says, “I am the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6).  God 

the Father creates us. Jesus Christ saves and redeems us. The Holy Spirit sustains us. Only the 

Triune God can provide the security for which we search, because He never changes. God is 

our rock and our salvation. We can remain calm in the midst of any chaos because He has prov-

en He is in control over all things, including sin, death, and Satan. In faith, we rely in God alone 

for forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.  

 God wants all to know the permanent security found only in Him. He helps us give witness 

of the assurance of salvation as we share His Word, that strengthens and preserves us, and His 

promise to never leave us. The calm we show and the peace we express point others to Him, 

who alone is our salvation.  
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F 
ollowing are highlights from the Church Council 

Meeting held Tuesday, August 8, 2017. 

 Youth Leader Michelle Thur plans a work day on 

the Memorial Garden on August 12 and a Progressive Back-to-

School barbeque on August 25. On September 9th is the 

annual Alpine Slide outing at Purgatory. 

 A motion was approved during Pastor’s report for one 

service at 9 a.m. on August 20, followed by the church picnic. 

 The Trustees boarded up a window after a break-in at 

church. The security company needs an updated list of whom to call in an emergency. The front trees are 

in need of fertilization, and rings are needed around the trees to hold in water. The lawn also needs to 

be fertilized. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s Report were both approved. The Collection Plate 

Cash Accountability Committee has been organized and is functioning well. 

 In Old Business, there are proposed revisions regarding the two Voters’ Meetings and the Treasurer 

and Financial Secretary’s offices. Revisions need to be approved by the Church Council in September or 

October in order to be put to the congregation in November at the next Voters’ Meeting. 

 A new modem for the church is being purchased at a cost of $100, which will be a one-time charge. 

Confirmation classes begin Sunday, September 17, at 7 p.m. 

See Pastor for more information. 



  September  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 
  

3 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) 

Elder: Gary Duncan 

Acolyte: Noah Keune 

Altar Duty & Ushers: Bob & Gwen 

Schryver 

Greeters: David & Mary Ripley 
  

4 

 Labor Day 

5 
  

6 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

7 
  

8 
  

9 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. Blood Drive 

Youth Alpine Slide at Purgatory 

10 Fourteenth Sunday after Pente-

cost (Green) 

Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 

Greeters: Tim & Wilma House 

2 p.m. Youth BBQ 

11 

Patriot Day  

12 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 

7 p.m. Church Council 

13 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 

Acolyte: Melody Richards 

Greeters: Jim & Barb Lukow 

7 p.m. Confirmation 

18 
  

19 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

20 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

21 

 7 p.m. LWML at Helen Terry’s 

22 

First Day of Autumn 

Newsletter Deadline 

23 

 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

24 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

(Green) 

Elder: Tim Snyder 

Acolyte: Brooke Sona 

Greeter: Gleora Walton 

7 p.m. Confirmation 

25 
  

26 
  

27 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  

~ Heb. 13:14 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

September Youth Events: 
Sept. 9: Annual Alpine Slide 

To get your tickets, visit www.purgatoryresort.com/activities/total-adventure/. 

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE OR HAVE AN ISSUE GETTING TICKETS, PLEASE LET ME KNOW!!! 

 

Sept. 10: Youth BBQ. We will begin at 2 p.m. at the Jones’ house, followed by the main course 

and sides at the Watson’s house (3 p.m.), and finish up with dessert and swimming at the 

Schryver’s house. 

 Note: All youth activities, events, and projects are in the newsletter and on the website. 

 Youth schedule is dependent on youth/parent communication of interest,  

availability, and participation. 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 
Youth  

Farmington  

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 
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by Michelle Thur 

As 
 the youth have been working on the Memorial Garden, we have foraged our property to gath-

er and use the rocks that God has provided for the border around the yard. As we were search-

ing, we have found beautiful petrified wood that we have used for accent pieces in the garden. 

 I keep thinking about the petrified wood and how we as 

Christians live in a world that pounds us daily with oppositional 

messages, worldly messages, that contradict God’s word. 

 Christian youth are taught that God created the earth in 

seven days, but science says it took eons — millions of years for 

wood to become petrified. So, what do we believe? Pondering 

this idea and how to explain how it is that science is often 

wrong and that God’s word is the ultimate source of answering 

questions, I came across an interesting article. 

 According to the article, “a team of materials scientists at a U.S. Department of Energy laboratory in 

south-central Washington state has discovered a way to do in days what supposedly takes nature mil-

lions of years to achieve — convert wood to mineral, forming petrified wood.” It is essential to “be wise 

to not accept as dogma what the scientific community claims to know concerning millions or hundreds of 

millions of years for various things to have transpired on the earth — as the recent laboratory experi-

ments help to show.” I think the concluding statement is important for us to remember in our daily lives 

when we are confronted with ideas, theories, and messages that go against God’s word. 

Source: Seiglie, Mario, Scott Ashley and Tom Robinson. “God, Science and the Bible. Scientists create petrified 

wood in a week.” May 31, 2005. 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

September 20:   Adreanna Meyers 



Page 11 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Blood Drive 

Saturday, September 9 

9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
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Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$8161.15 
Total Checking Account Balance: $18,856.64 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,815.84 
Family Fund: $1,764.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $46,145.49 (members' EFT contributions are     
 deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,214.59 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,555.99 
Total Assets: $1,151,308.80 
Total Liabilities: $309,331.28 (includes LCEF mortgage of $306,265.84) 
Net Worth (Equity): $841,977.52 

June 2017 
Operating Income: $19,219.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
$342.83 
Operating Expense: $16,505.17  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $2,713.83 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $128,049.07 
Budgeted Operating Income: $132,133.15  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$4,084.08 
Operating Expense: $122,341.82  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $130,879.54 
Net Operating Income: $5,707.25 

9/4 Evan O’Keefe 

9/5 Jessica Neuhaus 

9/12 Marlis Rushing 

9/18 Sarah Galloway 

9/19 Dale Esau 

9/20 Adreanna Meyers  

9/21 Julie Jones 

9/25 Richard Kynast 

9/25 Caroline Nicholson 

9/25 Jason Snyder 

9/26 Michelle Thur 

9/28 Tim Snyder 

9/29 Dacia Richards 

9/30 Shayla Brown 

9/30 Maisha Hunt 


