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(cont’d. on page 3) 

I  just returned from San Diego. Many of 

you know I write for a group called The 

1517 Legacy Project. The group is named 

after the year in which the Reformation started. 

We will be celebrating that this week at Zion a 

bit closer to the day when Luther nailed the 95 

Theses to the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg. That was 500 years ago, and it is 

quite an awesome thing that people are still 

excited about it half a millennium later. And it is 

not just us Lutherans. There are plenty of secu-

larists, other Protestants, and even Catholics 

that are celebrating the momentous event that 

has shaped the society we enjoy today. Con-

cepts such as the freedom of religion would not 

be known apart from it. They still are not 

known in many societies. 

 1517 hosted the show in San Diego, and it 

gave me the opportunity to catch up with old 

friends. One of them, Ed Killian, is now a pastor 

in Beverly Hills. I stayed with him for a couple of 

nights before the 

conference and got 

to see what he is 

doing there. Believe 

it or not, his congre-

gation is struggling 

and they could use 

your prayers as they 

push forward. They have a nice church build-

ing right downtown, but the membership is 

low and so are the offerings. He arrived there 

last year and has started a Wednesday evening 

service that I was able to attend. He is preach-

ing through the Psalms, and that evening was 

Psalm 27, if I remember correctly. “The Lord is 

the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be 

afraid?” Indeed, the Lord is our stronghold 

when we fear Him, we have no one else of 

which to be afraid, but to trust Him is to know 

that whoever would have us fear them, they 

themselves are not very cognizant of how 

much our Lord is to be feared. If they were 

smart, they would fear Him enough to leave 

This  is a story about four people named 

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and 

Nobody. There was an important job to be done 

and Everybody was sure that Somebody would 

do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody 

did it. Somebody got angry about that, because 

it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Any-

body could do it, but Nobody realized Everybody 

wouldn't do it. It ended up that Everybody 

blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Any-

body could have done. 

 

"For as in one body we have many members, and 

the members do not all have the same function, 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to 

us, let us use them...."  Romans 12:4-6 

 

If you're looking for a way to get involved, 

please talk to Pastor, an elder, a trustee,  a Sun-

day School teacher, youth leader, etc...there are 

many important jobs to do.  God's blessings as 

you pray to hear how God wants to use you. 

A Little Story.... 

By Shannon Watson 
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(cont’d. from page 1) 
Message from Pastor 

His children alone. Yes, it was good to catch up 

with Ed. I hope he received as much encourage-

ment from me as I did from him. He used to be a 

stand-up comedian and is planning to try that 

again at a few clubs in the area as part of an 

evangelism plan.  

 The conference itself was just a blast. Old 

friends, new friends, people from all walks of life, 

some Lutheran, some not, and a few who are 

now considering becoming Lutheran. The speak-

ers were varied, and I didn’t get to all of them. (I 

never do, I consider it a miracle if I listen to any.) 

Dr. Steve Paulson gave the keynote speech, 

which was centered on the importance of 

preaching in the theology of Martin Luther. The 

main point of it was that election happens in the 

context of preaching, meaning that when we 

hear the gospel in a sermon, it is there that we 

encounter God; or rather, that God encounters 

us. He comes to us, that is. It is there that He 

extends His saving grace to those who hear. It is 

there that He brings us into His kingdom. He does 

the work of saving. It was a refreshing lecture, 

which will hopefully be available online later. I 

spent a lot of time there in informal discussion 

about my recent translation of With My Own 

Eyes. It is being well received.  

 Perhaps the highlight of the whole trip was 

finally seeing John play a soccer game on Satur-

day. I hope to see a few more in the coming 

years. We didn’t have a whole lot of time after 

the game, but we had fun looking at Ferraris on 

Pacific Coast Highway. On Sunday I went and 

visited my dad’s old congregation in Lancaster, 

California. I saw a few people I used to know, but 

it was really good to see so many new faces 

there, too. I didn’t get much of a chance to speak 

to many of them because my dad’s old friend, 

Wilhelm Torgerson, was doing Bible Study and 

preaching that day. His sermon was on Jesus 

driving out the money changers, and the mes-

sage was that grace is not cheap at all, it cost 

God His life and the precious blood that God 

shed for you on the cross, yet it didn’t cost you a 

thing. It was good to see a few old friends there. 

I ended the trip catching up with my siblings in 

Phoenix at my parents’ place. All but one of us 

happened to be there, which is pretty good con-

sidering we live all over the country. It was a 

great trip.  

C 
ongratulations to 

Ken and Maisha 

Hunt who welcomed 

son Keenan Mathew Hunt on 

October 9. Keenan joins his 

parents and sister Laeticia at 

the family home. God’s bless-

ings! 

 Helen Terry reports that son David has been 

busy touring with The True Willie Band, a Willie 

Nelson tribute band. They recently held six perfor-

mances in Jacksonville, Florida, shortly after Hurri-

cane Irma roared in, yet continued with the show 

where seats were filled despite the tragedy. David 

plays drums for the band. You can check out their 

website at truewillie.com. You’ll be amazed at 

how authentic they are. 

 We’re also keeping Helen in our prayers as she 

continues to recover after having a pacemaker 

put in. We hope she’ll be feeling in tip-top shape 

again soon. 

 As you may have heard, one of our members, 

Maxie Krueger, who moved to Nebraska where 

she lives at a Good Samaritan Home, recently 

suffered a stroke.  Luwana Scribner, who has kept 

in contact with Maxie says that Maxie would love 

to hear from any of you, so if you would like to 

write or send a card, her address is: 

Mary Maxine Krueger 

Heritage Care Center 

636 N. Locust St. 

Red Cloud, NE 68970 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nancy 
Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol 
Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, 

Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Carol Maddux, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deb-
orah Unger, Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Rich-
ards, Gary Duncan, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Kerry Gabel, Shea and Jessica, 
Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther McKeever, Theron Saville, Lewis, 
Avis, Shanda, and Joann Huntsman, Helen Terry, Maxie Krueger, Brian Dennis, Liz Hayes, and Ray-
mond Keune. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bror Erickson 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Tim Snyder 
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W 
hat to write for the Elder Mes-
sage? As usual, I wasn’t sure what 
topic to write on. I asked a couple 

of people, and one person (Joanne) suggest-
ed a Thanksgiving topic, since it’s November. 
Another (Anne) suggested a topic of grati-
tude, which is quite the same as Thanksgiv-
ing. But, a few nights ago, driving back from 
Ignacio, another idea came to mind. Since 
this is an Elder's message, why not discuss 
what being an Elder has meant to me, espe-
cially since this is the last year of my last 
term. It will be my last message for quite a 
while, maybe last ever at Zion in Farmington, 
if God agrees with me to relocate either for a 
short time or permanently near family to 
finish with my healing.  
     My first real memories of the Elders was 

in southeast Kansas (Pittsburg) at the early 

age of about five.  I remember watching 

them help distribute Holy Communion. They 

were all "elder" Elders, or so it seemed, but 

looking back, probably not much older than I 

am now. All were well respected people, 

most even of some "stature" in the commu-

nity. A couple were farmers of the earth, at 

least one had a fairly large dairy farm, and 

one was the bank president.  

      Fast forward to Gallup, New Mexico, in, I 

believe, 1986. I was asked to be an Elder at 

the "ripe old age" of 27. It caught me off 

guard. I wondered why ask me. Was it be-

cause up until about seven years earlier, my 

dad had been their Pastor for 10 years? In 

the physical sense, I was not elderly, nor did 

I feel I had gained enough knowledge or wis-

dom to serve in that aspect. A couple of 

them really insisted, one of whose dad and 

mom are still members of this church. He 

especially said I would do well and at most is 

only a couple of years older than I am. So, I 

said yes.  

 My term there turned out to be mostly 

assisting the Pastor. Looking back, I wish I 

Dear friends IN and family OF Christ, 

had done more of the sermon when he was gone and more visitations. But, I was involved in 

calling a Pastor, and, unfortunately, in having to release this individual just before we moved 

here. 

     Well, that was hard, and a few years later when asked to serve here, I asked myself if I really 

had been too young to serve in that aspect and maybe still was. Plus, I wasn't (and still am not) 

a man of any special "stature," and wondered if my opinion would count for anything.  

     Well, I kind of got "talked into it," but am now thankful I was. I have had the opportunity to 

write and relay my own sermon (more a talk, as I usually present things in the way they affect 

me and hope others can relate). I have been able to dispense the body and blood of Christ. I 

have been able to give my thoughts on and vote on topics/issues at church council meetings, 

although I have missed a fair share of them, including a few nights ago, since I forgot we 

changed weeks. I have become more comfortable visiting shut-ins and 

people in the hospital, although I don't do NEARLY ENOUGH of that.  

    In conclusion, I would like to thank all the members, past and pre-

sent for giving me this opportunity, and for forgiving me for my down-

sides and things I have left undone. I only hope that I have served you 

in a Christian capacity. God bless you all.  

Your friend in Christ and humble servant, 

Tim Snyder 

EldEr’s MEssagE (cont’d. from page 4) 

(cont’d. on page 5) 

Voters’ Meeting 

November 12! 

The 
 semi-annual Voters’ Meeting is 

scheduled for Sunday, November 

12. This is an important meeting 

since the 2018 budget will be on the agenda, plus 

some possible changes to the church constitution 

will be discussed and voted upon. Election of 

officers for 2018 will also take place. If you are 

interested in serving in some capacity on the 

Church Council, please see Don Wood, Tim Wat-

son, or Pastor Erickson. 

 Please note there will only be one service that 

Sunday at 10:15 a.m., after which there will be a 

potluck, followed by the Voters’ Meeting. The 

youth will also be having an All Saints Thanksgiv-

ing Remembrance that day, and everyone is en-

couraged to bring pictures of anyone or anything 

for which they are thankful. 

 Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 

Please bring a main dish and side dish or dessert 

to share at the potluck! 



  November  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 All Saints Day 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 All Saints Day (observed) 

(White) 
Daylight Saving Time ends 
Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Noah Keune 

Altar Duty & Ushers: Rick & Kathy 

Meyers 

Greeter: Betty Troxel 

6 

  

7 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council (tentative) 

8 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

9 
  

10 
  

11 Veterans Day 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

12 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pen-

tecost (Green) 
Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 
Greeter: Alden Gabel 

11:30 a.m. Potluck & Voters’ Meeting/

Youth All Saints Thanksgiving Re-

membrance 

13 

  

14 
  

15 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

16 

2 p.m. LWML at church, Frances 

Wilkey, hostess 
  

17 

Newsletter Deadline 

18 
  

19 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after 

Pentecost (Green) 
Elder: Tim Snyder 
Acolyte: Ryan Wiedmeyer-Olson 
Greeter: Luwana Scribner 
11:30 a.m. Youth Breakfast Burrito & 

Turkey Bowl 

20 
  

21 

12 p.m. Zion Circle 

22 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

23 Thanksgiving Day (white) 
  

24 
  

25 

8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

26 Last Sunday of the Church Year 

(Green) 
Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Tristin Roper 
Greeters: Gary & Kay Duncan 

27 
  

28 
  

29 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

30 
  

  

11/3 Christine Snyder 

11/6 Allyson Keune 

11/7 John Lyons 

11/9 Joan Vilven 

11/10 Esther Roper 

11/16 Joshua Snyder 

11/20 Hailey Baker 

11/20 Lois Schwartz 

11/21 Zola Brinkley 

11/22 Collyn Thur 

11/23 Gary Hobbs 

11/25 Gleora Walton 

11/26 Betty Troxel 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

Upcoming: 
Nov. 12: All Saints Thanksgiving Remembrance. Everyone is welcome to bring pictures of anyone  

   (or anything)  for which they are thankful, either living or are now with our Father in   

   Heaven. Celebration with a potluck, which coincides with the Voters’ Meeting. 

 

Nov. 19:  Breakfast Burrito Sale & Turkey Bowl after second service. 

December: 

Dec. 6:  Handbell & Puppet Practice at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 13: Handbell & Puppet Practice at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 17: Handbell & Puppet PERFORMANCE! 

 Note: All youth activities, events, and  

projects are in the newsletter and on the 

website.Youth schedule is dependent on 

youth/parent communication of interest,  

availability, and participation. 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 
Youth  

Farmington  

on Facebook! 

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com Y 

O 

U 

t 

h 

11/3 Christine Snyder 

11/10 Esther Roper 

11/20 Hailey Baker 
D 

aylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 

5. Set your clocks back and enjoy an extra hour 

of sleep — or come early to Bible Study!!! 

Page 9 

by Michelle Thur 

Thank you for your support in helping our youth and children grow in faith.  

May God bless and keep you! 

ometimes we wonder why bad things happen. The shooting at the Las Vegas concert and all the 

hurricanes that have left people with losses of loved ones and without food, water, and homes. In 

the Bible, Elijah faced difficult times as well. But he was a man of God. He believed and obeyed 

God when God told him to go to Zarephath and he would find food from a widow. When he got there, the 

widow let him know that she didn't have a single piece of bread (see 1 Kings 17:12). But Elijah wasn't put 

off. He delivered God's Word: "There will always be 

plenty of flour and oil left in your containers until the 

time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow 

again!" (see 1 Kings 17:14). 

 

  Remember: 

  (1) When you need it, God's provision is in place. 

  (2) The  people God uses might surprise you. 

  (3) Our bad time is God's opportune moment. 

 

"Jehovah-jireh" means "God will provide." God will provide, but He'll often wait until we are totally de-

pendent on Him, before we see how He will do His work. 

 

Lord, lead our steps in every action and especially when we are lost and afraid. In this troubled world, 

help us to lean on You and follow the narrow path that leads to You. This I ask in Jesus' Name. Amen. 



Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$16,557.16 
Total Checking Account Balance: $10,349.50 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,877.34 
Family Fund: $1,883.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $49,875.22 (members' EFT contributions are     
 deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,214.59 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,750.95 
Total Assets: $1,142,612.73 
Total Liabilities: $304,880.78 (includes LCEF mortgage of $300,211.82) 
Net Worth (Equity): $837,731.95 

September 2017 
Operating Income: $16,708.85 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
-$2,167.32 
Operating Expense: $16,505.17  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,084.74 
Net Operating Income: $203.68 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $159,352.09 
Budgeted Operating Income: $169,885.49  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
-$10,533.40 
Operating Expense: $158,743.30  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $168,273.74 
Net Operating Income: $608.79 
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Christkindlmarket 

Returns! 

December 2nd 

D 
on’t miss this year’s Christkindlmarket to be held Saturday, December 2, in the Fellowship 

Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Find unique gifts for family and friends, or even for yourself! 

 A call is out for all artists and crafts people who would like to sell their creations at the 

event. There is no charge to the artists — what they sell is all theirs to keep. Artists may set up their 

tables on Friday evening from 5 p.m. on. If you know of any creative people, get the word out — 

there will be burritos and drinks! 

 For information, call Pastor Erickson at 325-3420 or Steve Unger at 334-8324. 
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F ollowing are highlights from the Church Council Meeting 

held Tuesday, October 17, 2017. 

 The Elders reported that Sunday School will be cancelled 

October 29 and that there will only be one service at 10:15 a.m. due 

to the 500th anniversary celebration of the Reformation. Immedi-

ately after the 10:15 a.m. service, there will be a potluck, with brats and hot dogs provided by Zion Cir-

cle. The congregation is asked to please bring side dishes. 

 The Trustees have changed light bulbs. A Work Day needs to be scheduled for repairs. Due to erosion 

of the concrete, a special product by National Superior Coatings that is applied like paint will be pur-

chased. 

 The youth cleared weeds at one of the member’s neighbor’s home. On October 29, they will visit 

Sutherland Farms, followed by a BBQ at the Thur’s. On November 5, there will be an All Saints Thanksgiv-

ing Remembrance with a potluck. [Note: Date revised to November 12.] Everyone, both youth and 

adults, are encouraged to bring pictures of anyone or anything for which they are thankful. 

 Both the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were approved. 

 In Old Business, recommendation will be made at the November Voters’ Meeting for the church con-

stitution to be amended to provide for one Voters’ Meeting a year. Also, recommendation will be made 

to allow combining the Treasurer and Financial Secretary positions into one, with Council approval, as 

long as there is a CPA writing the checks. 

 In New Business, the Voters’ Meeting will be held November 12. There will only be one service that 

day at 10:15 a.m., followed by a potluck, after which the Voters’ Meeting will be held. The Church Coun-

cil will meet a week earlier than usual in order to finalize the budget for presentation to the voters, un-

less they are able to approve the proposed budget by email. 

 A  chef is needed for Reformation Sunday since Tom O’Keefe, who usually grills, will be out of town. 

Tim Jones offered to grill, and Kelly Thur will pick up the grill for transport to the church. 

 October is Clergy Appreciation Month. Visa gift certificates will be presented to Pastor Erickson, Joan 

Vilven, and Michelle Thur. 

 Names of those who are willing to serve on the Church Council next year are Richard Kynast and 

Mike Flemming as Trustees, and David Ripley and Steve Unger as Elders. 

 The proposed budget was discussed, with recommendations of increases and decreases in specific 

categories. The proposed 2018 budget will be made available to congregants a week before the Voters’ 

Meeting. 


