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(cont’d. on page 3) 

It  comes with so many mixed emotions 

these days. I remember looking for-

ward to Christmas as a kid. It brought a 

lot of warm light to a cold and dark winter. Per-

haps it was a little hectic. We had the Advent 

services every Wednesday night. The Advent 

calendars counted down the days ’til Christmas 

with little chocolates after my mother’s morn-

ing devotions. There were Christmas parties, 

but it was all fun for a kid. Even the extra choir 

practice for the children’s program on Christ-

mas Eve. 

 Today it is easy to let the pressure of Christ-

mas build and become a depressant. Christmas 

presents for the children become a stressor. 

Perhaps we get so caught up trying to make 

everyone else happy we lose ourselves. We 

wake up from a daydream singing, “So this is 

Christmas” along with the radio as we pull into 

the garage after work. If anything ruins Christ-

mas, it is that stupid little ditty. And people 

wonder why I’m not a Beatles fan…  I suppose 

it captures the tensions though.  

 Tell you the truth, I really enjoy the rest of 

the season. I just dread hearing that song on 

the radio. But I will take it, fair enough turna-

bout for all the Christmas carols, which might 

be the only time the Gospel is actually heard 

on the radio outside of Lutheran Hour.  

 I’ll take it all, Santa Claus, and polar bears, 

reindeer and mistletoe. I actually like all the 

different tradi-

tions that sur-

round Christ-

mas, even the 

secular ones. 

But it all loses 

meaning with-

out Christ. I’m 

always a little perplexed by Christians who get 

upset by the secular celebrations. All revision-

Merry Christmas, Zion! 

Christkindlmarket 

is Dec. 2nd! 

C 
ome check out the third annual 

Christkindlmarket in the Fellowship 

Hall on Saturday, December 2nd, 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Find a unique gift for 

that hard-to-buy-for someone. Artists and 

crafters will be on hand displaying their wares. 

Bring a friend and join in the holiday spirit! 

LWML  will hold their annual 

Christmas Party on 

December 21st at 7 p.m. at the home of Joan 

Vilven. It is open to all women, so bring a 

friend to enjoy an evening of Christmas sto-

ries, games, and fun. There will be an ex-

change of $10 gifts. 

‘Tis the Season 

Message from Pastor 

December Special Worship Services: 

Wednesdays  —  7 p.m. Advent Services 

Dec. 24: 10:15 a.m. Worship &  

7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25: 10:15 a.m. Christmas Day Service 
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(cont’d. from page 1) 
Message from Pastor 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bror Erickson 

ist traditions aside, trying to trace Christmas to 

Viking Jul parties or Saturnalia in Rome are bunk. 

Christmas, as we know it, is a Christian holiday. 

Those who try to celebrate without Christ are 

merely onlookers wanting to join the party.  

 Most “Christian” opposition to Christmas 

celebrations comes from traditions that at root 

don’t think Christmas should be celebrated even 

by Christians. They are opposed to a Christian 

calendar that follows the life of Christ through 

the year. This is a legalistic system set to pass 

judgment on people for celebrating special days. 

And, like most legalistic traditions, it’s a real par-

ty pooper. It also has no joy.  

 Christ is our joy. Christ is our joy because He 

has come into this world to lift all the burdens 

from our life. He gives us the greatest joy in the 

forgiveness of sins that releases us from death. 

We are free from the law. That is, we are free to 

celebrate His life. We can celebrate because we 

are forgiven. We are forgiven for not buying the 

right present. Forgiven for indulging our children 

and freed to indulge them with the Polar Express. 

We are even forgiven for singing stupid ditties 

with the Beatles. And all because on this day we 

celebrate the God of heaven and earth becoming 

man to die for you and me, that we might be 

saved by grace alone, the gift of a Child to the 

world.  

Page 2 

Bringing Hope Through Christ 
Christmas  
Care Boxes 

Z 
ion Circle will be gathering non-perishable 

food items for their annual Christmas Care 

Boxes campaign through December 17. Each 

year, thanks to your generosity, boxes are filled 

and distributed to those in need.  

 Please place your donations in the box at the 

front door, or on the table that is set up in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 If you know of anyone, either within the con-

gregation or around the area, who would benefit 

from one, please see Betty Troxel. 

 On December 19, Zion Circle members will 

meet to assemble the boxes at 10 a.m., followed 

by a Christmas potluck. All congregation members 

are welcome to join in!   

hank you, Zion for permitting 

me to direct choir for the last 

21 years, plus an occasional 

youth choir on special occasions. Some of you 

possibly remember singing in the Kindergarten 

classes in 1962-1964! 

 We all are grateful to Joan and to all the sing-

ers who participated over the years for your devo-

tion and faithfulness. It was pure joy! 

 Soli deo Gloria! ~ Helen Terry 

O ur sincere gratitude to Helen for her many 

years of service as choir director! 



EldEr’s 
Message 

By Gary Duncan 
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A dvent and the beginning of the church year will be starting soon. It’s also the time for frantic 

shopping and Christmas decorations in the anticipation of Santa Claus! 

 There is a lot more in the Christian sense — Advent is Latin 

for “coming.” We are preparing for the coming of Christ, first as Baby 

Jesus and then the promised second coming of Christ. As a family, Martin 

Luther encouraged us to observe Advent as a time to teach our children 

about Christ. 

 This is a time to renew our faith, and God’s saving plan for us as 

Christians. We must always be vigilant not to lose hope, or be guided 

wrongly by opposing forces of Christ.  

 As members of Zion Lutheran Church, I have seen us as a congregation grow through both the good 

and the challenges in our lives. I truly feel and believe we can face what is planned for us and hold onto 

our faith during this season of renewal. 

 Go out into the world with tithings of Joy, and share with everybody the meaning of the Christmas 

season. 

Merry Christmas! 

T hanks, Zion Circle, for the new vacuum cleaner! Zion Circle recently purchased a Shark 

vacuum cleaner for the smaller clean-up jobs around the church. It will be a great help 

in tidying up. Special appreciation is given to Julie Jones for doing all the legwork! 

Thank you, Zion Circle! 

Page 5 

Did  you know you can contribute to Zion while shopping? 

 By using smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experi-

ence as amazon.com...but there is the added bonus that Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to your designated chari-

table organization (hmmm...did we say Zion?). 

 It’s easy to sign up. Go to smile.amazon.com on your computer or mobile device and log in 

with your amazon.com account. On your first visit to AmazonSmile, select a charitable organi-

zation (hmmm...did we say Zion?) to receive donations from eligible purchases. This results in 

the organization receiving a portion of your purchase price at no extra cost to you. 

 A big thank you to the members who have already signed up using this program. It has 

resulted in regular donations to Zion from Amazon. It’s a win-win! 

T 
his past month Zion was saddened to bid goodbye to two long-time mem-

bers, yet happy for them to be with the Lord.  Maxie Krueger passed away 

in Nebraska on November 6 and Carol Maddux on November 9, with both 

memorial services held at Zion. Please keep the families in your prayers. 

 Others needing prayers include Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, 

Nancy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan 

Wood, George Wimsatt, Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Lilly Phillips, 

Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, How-

ard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary and Kay Duncan, Donna Rhames, Virginia 

Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Kerry Gabel, Shea and Jessica, Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Di-

ana Goering, Esther McKeever, Theron Saville, Lewis, Avis, Shanda, Joann Huntsman, Helen Terry, Brian 

Dennis, Liz Hayes, and Jason Hobbs. 



  December  2017   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 

 9 a.m.—5 p.m. Christkindlmarket 

3 First Sunday in Advent (Blue) 

Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 

Altar Duty & Ushers: Mike & Dee 

Flemming  

Greeter:  Jo Anne Ellsaesser 
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

6 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program 

Practice 

7 p.m. Advent Service 

7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

  
8 
  

9 

 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

10 Second Sunday in Advent (Blue) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 

Acolyte: Josh Davis 

Greeters: Bev Maeschen & Tami 

Brown 
  

11 
  

12 

6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 

7 p.m. Church Council 

13 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

6 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program 

Practice  

7 p.m. Advent Service 

14 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 Third Sunday in Advent (Blue) 

Elder: Tim Snyder 

Elder: Bayleigh Culpepper 

Greeter: Gary Hobbs 

10:15 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pro-

gram 
  

18 
  

19 

10 a.m. Zion Circle—Christmas Care 

Boxes & Potluck 

20 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

7 p.m. Advent Service 

21 First Day of Winter 

7 p.m. LWML Christmas Party (Joan 

Vilven’s) 
  

22 

 Newsletter Deadline 

23 

 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

24 Fourth Sunday in Advent (Blue) 

The Nativity of our Lord (White, eve)  
10:15 a.m. Divine Service 

Elder: Gary Duncan 

Acolyte: Noah Keune 

Greeter: Mary Pipkin 

7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

25 The Nativity of our Lord (White) 

10:15 a.m. Christmas Day Service 
  

26 
  

27 

12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

31 First Sunday after Christmas 

(White) Eve of the Circumcision & 

Name of Jesus / Elder: Tim House 

Acolyte: Adreanna Meyers 

Greeters: Youth 
  

 

12/1 Gary Duncan 

12/2 David Brinkley 

12/7 Savannah Kotke 

12/12 Bayleigh Culpepper 

12/13 Rece Wiedmeyer-Olson 

12/14 Carol Cahenzli 

12/16 David Lukow 

12/17 Andrew Galloway 

12/18 Austin Roper 

12/18 Joan Wood 

12/21 Laura House 

12/24 Alden Gabel 

12/25 Jennifer Saville 

12/25 Don Wood 

12/26 Sydney Dennington 

12/26 Michael Flemming 

12/26 Ian Hall 

12/29 Esther McKeever 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader December: 
Dec. 6:  Children’s Christmas Program Practice at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 13: Children’s Christmas Program  Practice at 6 p.m. 

Dec. 17: Children’s Christmas Program PERFORMANCE! 

12/12 Bayleigh Culpepper 

12/13 Rece Wiedmeyer-Olson 

12/26 Sydney Dennington 

12/26 Ian Hall 
Y O U T H 

T hanks for all you do to invest in the life of your teenager(s). You probably feel like an uber driv-

er (ready to pick them up/drop them off when they call), coach, tutor (working with them on 

homework), guidance counselor (preparing them for the future) and, sometimes, a jockey 

(pushing them to cross the finish line...without a whip, of course!)...all wrapped up in one! 

 That's why, with all the insane busyness of parenting a teen, it's easy to let youth group attendance 

slide off the grid. It's tempting to think, "My kid's just too busy for a night of hanging out with other teen-

agers, playing some goofy games and hearing another Bible lesson." 

 Believe me when I say, I understand the temptation. As a parent of a previous teenager, I felt con-

stantly under pressure to measure every event through the lenses of what matters most. Although we 

view ourselves as the primary spiritual influence of our kids, it just simply isn’t the case. There are so 

many other influences out there.   

Teenagers need models and mentors. 

 "O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I still declare Your won-

drous deeds. And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until 

I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to 

come. "  Psalm 71:17,18 

 Of course, you as a parent are called to be the primary spiritual mentor of 

your own teenager, but he/she also needs other godly adults! It's important for your son or daughter to 

see that this whole "Christianity thing" is more than just mom's and dad's belief system. They need to 

have models and mentors that reinforce all of the spiritual truth they are learning from you. 

Teenagers need community. 

 "And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:24,25 

 In an age of bullying, gossip, slander and hatefulness (which can destroy a teenager's self-identity), 

young people need other young people who can lift them up, encourage them, and challenge them in all 

the right ways. 

Teenagers need mission. 

 When Jesus challenged His most-likely-teenaged disciples to "go and make disciples of all na-

tions", he was tapping into the activist wiring of these young men. In the same way, your teenager needs 

to be challenged with the mission to reach their peers with the good news of Jesus in a loving and conta-

gious way. 

Teenagers need theology. 

 "Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every 

wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound 

like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, 

who is the head of His body, the church."  Ephesians 4:14,15 

Teenagers need a safe place to confess and confide. 

 "Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed." James 5:16 

by Michelle Thur 
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(cont.d from page 8) 

(cont.d on page 9) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+71%3A17-18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A14-15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+James+5%3A16&version=NIV
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F ollowing are highlights from the semi-annual 

Voters’ Meeting held Sunday, November 12, 

2017. 

 The Secretary’s Minutes from the May 2017 

meeting were approved. 

 The Youth Leader reiterated that all activity is pub-

lished in the newsletter and on the website. The me-

morial garden initiated by James Schryver was a big summer project. The congregation is strongly en-

couraged to attend youth activities. 

 The Trustees reported the sprinklers have been shut off. The bell tower stucco has cracked and is in 

need of repair to keep water out. The flashing light bulbs in the sanctuary will not be replaced until more 

lights burn out in order to justify the expense and trouble of renting scaffolding for replacement. Mice 

have been reported in the kitchen, and traps have been set. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report was approved, noting that our income is more than $8,000 under 

budget for the year. 

 No Treasurer’s Report was available. Expenditures for the year are $10,000 under budget. The mort-

gage balance is approximately $297,000, with eight years remaining on the mortgage. There is $56,000 

available for building expansion. 

 In New Business, the 2018 budget was approved, with a decrease of $311 from the 2017 budget. A 

motion passed to accept the nominations of David Ripley and Steve Unger for Elders, and Richard Kynast 

and Mike Flemming for Trustees. 

 There were two proposed Constitution and Bylaws amendments. A motion was approved to change 

the semi-annual Voters’ Meeting to an annual Voters’ Meeting to be held each November. This change 

will now require approval by the District office. 

 The second change pertains to the offices of Treasurer and Financial Secretary. A motion was ap-

proved to combine these offices as long as a professional accountant is retained to record income and 

expenses of the congregation and to issue payment of obligations that have been approved by the treas-

urer/financial secretary on behalf of the congregation. Timing of this change will be selected by the 

Council. 

 A request was made for the church to offer a new-member packet to those joining the congregation. 

Along with this, a new pictorial directory is needed. Jenny Dennis and Dee Flemming will work with Olan 

Mills to develop a new directory and to come up with a welcome packet. 

Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$15,826.85 
Total Checking Account Balance: $11,197.81 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,902.16 
Family Fund: $1,891.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $51,743.36 (members' EFT contributions are     
 deposited in this fund) 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,214.59 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $14,578.93 
Total Assets: $1,142,098.07 
Total Liabilities: $301,106.91 (includes LCEF mortgage of $297,184.51) 
Net Worth (Equity): $840,991.16 

October 2017 
Operating Income: $20,852.50 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
$1,976.33 
Operating Expense: $18,007.66  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $2,844.84 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $180,209.59 
Budgeted Operating Income: $188,761.66  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income: -$8,552.07 
Operating Expense: $176,434.28  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $186,970.84 
Net Operating Income: $3,775.31 
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T here have been some questions about what’s going on at church 

on Wednesdays and why there are so many kids here. 

 Since last September, Future Statesmen Academy, based in 

Bloomfield, has had the use of our facilities on Wednesdays during the 

school year, as well as on special occasions, for meetings and instruction. FSA is a non-profit private 

education organization.  

 When we were approached by FSA personnel about the use of our building, the Council felt that 

this was an opportunity to expose Zion to people who would most likely be unaware of Zion’s pres-

ence here and could generate some interest in knowing more about Zion and our mission. 

 FSA pays Zion a usage fee for our facility and carries sufficient liability insurance to cover poten-

tial mishaps. 

 If you have any further questions, please talk with Tom O’Keefe. 


