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(cont’d. on page 3) 

Message from Pastor 

The 
 new year is upon us. I suppose it 

is a natural thing for us to reflect 

on the past and set goals or reso-

lutions for the new. At least it is for me.  

 2017 was exhilarating in many ways, even if 

exhausting for the pace of it all. I hadn’t been to 

Europe in 20 years, but I got to go twice this last 

year. It was fun finally seeing the Sagrada Famil-

ia Cathedral in Barcelona. The pictures really 

don’t do it justice. It was an unexpected sur-

prise to be able to take a private tour of a 

Knight’s Hospitaller castle in Rome also. It was a 

special joy for me, as one of the first books I 

ever translated was a novel concerning that 

order of crusaders called The Knights of Rhodes. 

Then…I got to Sweden for the third time. That 

was packed with many experiences, being an 

honored guest of the Free Seminary there, and 

getting to preach in the Store Kyrkan, the oldest 

cathedral in Stockholm. It was fun to visit with 

so many other theologians and to see the life of 

the church there.  

 Perhaps the high-

light of the year was 

getting my transla-

tion of With My Own 

Eyes by Bo Giertz published. It has been very 

well received by many. Sometimes you look 

back at how God directs your life, and you 

thank Him for the doors He shut in your face. 

Long ago I had wanted to do a Ph.D. and 

looked with envy at friends going off to Ox-

ford, Cambridge, and Ivy League schools. My 

family situation and finances barred me from 

the same pursuits. Though I have to say, I have 

found it to be a true joy to serve God’s people 

as a parish pastor, and I don’t think I would 

have been as happy had I pursued those other 

avenues of higher education. Instead, I deter-

mined to take my own course of study and 

keep my mind sharp with other intellectual 

Here are tips if you’re taking on a New Year’s resolution. 

• Make time to pause and reflect. Decide on a morning to make a 

cup of tea and sit down with a pad of paper. Or, perhaps you think best 

while doing a mindless household chore.  

• Keep it simple. Settle on one or two things that you really can 

accomplish. Not a big list. For example, The Old Farmers Almanac 

founder Robert B. Thomas resolved to “begin the new year square with 

every man.” This meant he settled his debts. Of course, this saying 

could have a meaning beyond finances to relationships! 

• Define a goal that is measurable, doable, and specific. “I want to 

lose weight” is too vague. “I will write out a week’s meal plan and 

follow it for 10 days” is more concrete. Or, “I will spend 5 minutes 

praying every evening before bedtime for 3 weeks.” Or, “I will not eat 

desserts or sugary treats for three weeks.” Once you reach your short-

term goal, you can reassess or moderate. 

• Create a short list of diversions that could come up. For example, 

if quitting smoking is one of your resolutions, sip on lemon 

juice whenever temptation strikes or nibble on sunflower seeds. Keep a 

pencil in your hand to keep it occupied, or play with a yo-yo. 

• If losing weight is a goal, plan on making a cup of herbal tea (or 

a pitcher!) every afternoon to get you through a midday slump. Many 

people get tired and have less control late in the day; if you get late-

night munchies, be sure to buy something healthy to chew on, such as 

a handful of almonds. 

  

Here’s another idea. If you’re not fond of resolutions, how about taking 

a piece of paper and listing a few regrets about the past year? To help 

focus on the future, write down your regrets on a scrap of paper and 

toss it into the fire! Janus, the two-faced symbol of the new year, 

would approve! 

Whether we resolve to return borrowed farm equipment (as did the 

Babylonians) or drop a few pounds, we’re tapping into an ancient and 

powerful longing for a fresh start!  We just have different ways of 

reflecting and resolving to do our best in life. 

HOW TO MAKE (AND KEEP)  
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 

From The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
www.almanac.com 
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Bringing Hope Through Christ 

Christmas  
Care Boxes 

Z ion Circle very much thanks the congre-

gation for their generous donations to 

their annual Christmas Care Boxes cam-

paign. There were seven boxes assembled that 

were given to those in need, along with some 

leftover goods that were donated to the Disabled 

American Veterans. 

 Your generosity is wonderful! God’s blessings. 

pursuits. If I couldn’t do a Ph.D., I would make 

the most of what time I had translating and 

writing. To have so many others enjoy the fruit of 

that labor as they have with With My Own Eyes is 

truly rewarding. But, in my opinion, the frosting 

on the cake is being your pastor and sharing the 

joys and sorrows of life with you in that capacity.  

 No one ever knows for sure what a new year 

holds for them, what opportunities may come 

along, what disasters may strike, or the blessings 

that may be bestowed. We all set goals. Most 

years mine include a read-through of the Bible, 

and this year is no different. This serves as a 

backbone to my devotional life. I would invite 

you to join me. I find that reading five chapters a 

day is a good way to move through the Bible. 

Perhaps there are areas where it is hard to push 

through and none of it seems to mean much, but 

I find that I am sometimes surprised by what 

treasures those seemingly mundane portions 

bring to my understanding of more dramatic 

portions. Of course, one should keep in mind 

that all of scripture is about Jesus Christ and His 

death and resurrection, John 5:39. It’s fun to try 

to puzzle out those connections.  

 This is also a good time to remember your 

brothers and sisters in prayer, especially those 

we have on our prayer list at Zion. People 

choose different times for this sort of activity. I 

enjoy reading and praying when I get up in the 

morning, others in the evening, or over lunch-

break at noon. Whatever time one chooses, it’s 

good to be disciplined about it. As tempting as it 

is to think you don’t have time for it that day, I 

find when I take the time, the other stuff falls in 

place and remains in perspective.  

 My prayer is that all of you would be blessed 

in this new year, that your faith would be 

strengthened, and that the joy of the Gospel 

would permeate your lives.  

LWML  will be reducing activities this coming 

year. There will not be regular 

meetings or projects, but they will continue to  

collect mites, which may be put into Joan Vilven’s 

church mailbox, as she is the contact person for 

LWML. There will be occasional meetings as the 

need arises, but all members will continue to be 

members! When more women express an inter-

est in LWML, they may resume monthly 

meetings. 

 For more information, please see Joan Vilven. 

1/1  Merle Pilavjian 

1/2 Paul Hecht 

1/4 Carrie Wiedmeyer-Olson 

1/9 Matthew Lukow 

1/10 Norm Limback 

1/13 Katie Roper 

1/17 Adam Dennis 

1/22 Dolores Archuleta 

1/22 Bror Erickson 

1/24 Lynn Rupp 

1/27 Madison Woody-O’Keefe 



EldEr’s 
Message 
By Tim House 
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). The greatest gift, Immanuel, “God with 

us.”  

S imeon, a righteous and devout man, called himself the Lord’s servant when Jesus was conse-

crated in the temple in accordance with the law eight days after His birth. Simeon was prom-

ised by God to see the Messiah before his death, and he knew he was 

merely an instrument, as God fulfilled His promise to him and to all 

mankind. This saintly man of God proclaimed the joyful news of the 

long-awaited Messiah to any that would hear. Simeon’s words fore-

told His suffering, as well as His glory, as he held Immanuel, “God with 

us,” in his hands and gave praise. This servant was now ready to de-

part in peace to be in God’s eternal presence.  

Simeon’s words and praise ring through our hearts as well. In Holy 

Communion, we hold Immanuel, “God with us,“ in our hands as we 

hold His real presence in the bread and wine. After communion in our 

liturgy’s Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32), we, too, praise 

and thank God for the greatest gift of all, His salvation, as we sing the 

words first sung by Simeon in the temple 2,000 years ago. We also can depart in peace, whether it 

be from celebration of worship into the day ahead,  or whether it be from our days on earth to the 

celebration ahead.  
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T 
hank you to the many who have served our church faithfully this past year. Congratulations to 

our new and returning officers of the Church Council and committee groups! Installation of all 

officers takes place on Sunday, January 14, during the worship service. 

Church Council: 

President:    Tim Watson 

Vice President:  Don Wood 

Secretary:    Sandra Lanier 

Treasurer:    Ken Hunt 

Financial Secretary: Tom O’Keefe 

Elders:     Gary Duncan   
      Tim House 
      Jim Lukow 
      David Ripley 
      Steve Unger 
 
Trustees:    Jerry Dennington 
      Mike Flemming 
      Richard Kynast 
      Rick Meyers 
      Kelly Thur 
 
Sunday School 
Superintendents:  Julie Jones 
      Wilma House 
 
Youth Leader:   Michelle Thur 

Zion Circle: 

President:    Julie Jones 
Vice President:  Barbara Lukow 
Secretary:    Zola Brinkley 
Treasurer:    Dee Flemming 

S pecial thanks go to outgoing officers and committee members Tim Snyder, Jimmie Fisher, Tim Jones, 

Mary Pipkin, Joan Vilven, Betty Troxel, and Joanne O’Keefe. 
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  January 2018   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

New Year’s Day 
  

2 
  

3 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

4 
  

5 
  

6 Epiphany 

5 p.m. Epiphany Celebration 

7 The Baptism of our Lord (White) 

Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Ryan Wiedmeyer-Olson 
Altar Duty & Ushers: Tom & Joanne 
O’Keefe  
Greeters: Dave & Mary Ripley 
  

8 
  

9 
6:30 p.m. Elders & Trustees 
7 p.m. Church Council 

10  
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
  

11 
  

12 
  

13 
 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

14 Second Sunday after the  

Epiphany (Green) 
Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Tristin Roper 
Greeter: Shirley Shelby 
10:15 a.m. Installation of Officers 
2 p.m. Youth Bowling at Bowlero 
6:30–8 p.m. Confirmation 

15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  

16 
 12 p.m. Zion Circle 

17 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

18 
  

19 
 Newsletter Deadline 

20 
  

21 Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

(Green) Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Melody Richards 
Greeters: Dave & Mary Ellen Esau 
 6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 

22 
  

23 
  

24 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

28 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

(Green) Elder: Dave Ripley 
Acolyte: Brooke Sona 
Greeters: Jim & Barb Lukow 
6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 
 

 

29 
  

30 
  

31 
 12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 

  

“…magi from the East arrived in Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’”  

               ~Matt. 2:1-2 
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Youth Group 
by Michelle Thur 

Youth Leader 

January: 
Jan. 6:  Epiphany Celebration at Zion; 5 p.m. 
Jan 14:  Bowling at Bowlero Lanes at 2 p.m. 

(cont.d from page 8) 

(cont.d on page 9) 

As  
Christmas Day passes and every-

one begins to settle into getting 

back to “normal” routines again 

after the holiday season, we often forget that 

there is another special celebration. Epiphany is 

the celebration of Christ being announced to the 

world.  

 An epiphany is a revelation or realization; 

however, we do not have a revelation or realiza-

tion without something leading us to that realiza-

tion. The wise men, who were from the East 

without a belief in God, would not have found 

Jesus on their own. God placed a star in the sky 

that would lead the wise men to Jesus, to their 

revelation. 

 The wise men most likely knew about the Old 

Testament prophesies and would go seeking the 

newborn king. They, 

like many, thought that 

Jesus would be a physi-

cal king and they went 

looking for him in Jeru-

salem. They would not have found Jesus and had 

the epiphany that He is our heavenly king with-

out God showing them the way. 

 We are like the wise men. We have worldly 

knowledge, live day to day among people with 

different and various beliefs. Without God, we do 

not know how or where to find our light and our 

salvation. God has placed a star in our lives to 

lead us to our epiphany! 

 Christmas isn’t just one day a year. It takes 

place every day! As Christians, disciples of Christ, 

we celebrate His coming to earth on Christmas Day, but we continue to celebrate His purpose for each 

and every one of us on Epiphany, which is January 6, and we celebrate His gift of salvation on Easter.  

 God’s epiphany for us does not only happen on these dates but is for us every day! Celebrate every 

day!  

Check out the 

Zion Lutheran Youth 

Ministry website at 

zlyouth.weebly.com 

Friend  

Zion Lutheran 
Youth  

Farmington  
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O 
ur condolences go to Virginia Schlueter and family after the passing of 

Virginia’s sister, Bonnie Lewis, on December 6. Bonnie lived in Nebraska 

and had recently been diagnosed with cancer. Please keep the family in 

your prayers. 

 Helen Terry recently underwent heart surgery. It’s reported that although 

she is feeling a bit weak, overall she is faring well.  Please keep her, as well as 

the following in your prayers: Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nan-

cy Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, 

Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, 

Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary 

and Kay Duncan, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Kerry Gabel, Shea and Jessica, 

Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther McKeever, Theron Saville, Lew-

is, Avis, Shanda, Joann Huntsman, Brian Dennis, Liz Hayes, Raymond Keune, Bonnie Lewis, Liz Hay-

den, Logan Frost, and Jason Hobbs. 



 
 

Finance At A Glance... 

 
Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: -$22,128.85 Note: $20,000 has been transferred    
from LCEF Savings to Operating Checking Account 
Total Checking Account Balance: $4,550.87 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,925.44 
Family Fund: $1,897.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $53,610.74 (members' EFT contributions are     
 deposited in this fund); $20,000 has been withdrawn from this account in Decem-
 ber. Approximately $20,000 had been deposited since the previous withdrawal. 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,214.59 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $15,086.42 (includes $500 deposit by Zion per budget) 
Total Assets: $1,134,585.37 
Total Liabilities: $297,212.66 (includes LCEF mortgage of $294,157.40) 
Net Worth (Equity): $837,372.71 

November 2017 
Operating Income: $12,795.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
-$6,081.17 
Operating Expense: $18,033.35  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: -$5,238.35 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $193,004.59 
Budgeted Operating Income: $207,637.83  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
-$14,633.24 
Operating Expense: $193,996.27  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $205,667.94 
Net Operating Income: -$991.68 
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Welcome, New Members! 

W e’re delighted to welcome new members 

John and Susan Bintz into our congrega-

tion! John works for Presbyterian Medi-

cal Services and is also an instructor at San Juan 

College. Susan works for an insurance company. 

Be sure to say hi when you see them! 

As  noted in last month’s newsletter, Helen Terry is stepping down as choir director after 

21 years of service. That’s a lot of directing! Helen, we very much appreciate your dedi-

cation and commitment and will miss your overseeing the choir. Thank you to you and Joan Vilven 

for all your efforts to beautify our worship services. 

 Undoubtedly, there are a lot of people who are missing the choir. What about you? Please let 

Pastor know if you are interested in reorganizing and leading this group. We do need a choir! 

Choir Director position open 
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F ollowing are highlights from the Church Council Meeting held 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017. 

 The Youth Leader reported that Christmas practice attendance 

has been good, with the children’s Christmas program scheduled for De-

cember 17. There will be an Epiphany celebration on January 6. Bowling 

is scheduled for January 14. 

 Pastor noted he has been holding two worship services at the Beehive Homes on Wednesdays. He 

suggested that we transfer in John Innacito and Sandra Miller by affirmation of faith. 

 In the Elders’ Report, a motion was made and approved to accept John and Susan Bintz and John 

Innacito and Susan Miller by affirmation of faith. Holly Lopez and Robert Lack have transferred to Trinity 

Lutheran in Cortez. A letter will be sent for that transfer. 

 The Trustees reported the stucco around the bell tower is getting worse. Magic Roofing is preparing a 

quote for repair. The corner outside lights are not working. 

 Both the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were approved, with a correction on the 

Treasurer’s Report for the Operating Income and the ending balance. 

 In New Business, a check was received from Bill Krueger to help with expenses for Maxie’s memorial 

service. A motion was approved to divide the amount among Pastor, Joan Vilven, and Zion Circle, which 

provided the meal after the service. Christmas Eve services will be at 10:15 a.m., 7 p.m., and 11 p.m., and 

Christmas Day at 10:15 a.m. Installation of officers will be on January 14. 


