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(cont’d. on page 3) 

Message from Pastor 

Dear Zion, 

C 
ommunity. I’ve been thinking about 

this a lot lately. Last year I read a 

book by the Danish marketing guru 

Martin Lindstrom titled Small Data. In the book 

he made the observation that the one thing 

Americans lacked most, and craved most, is a 

sense of community.  

 I’m not sure if it is just Americans. In my 

recent trip to Sweden, a pastor friend of mine 

told me how the elderly in Sweden are prone to 

suicide because of loneliness. England has re-

cently appointed a Minister for Loneliness — 

ostensibly, 

a govern-

ment bu-

reaucrat 

that is sup-

posed to find a way to make the people of 

England feel less lonely. However, I get the 

impression that it is perhaps a more acute 

problem in the United States. We have a cul-

ture that prizes independence and self-

reliance. We also tend to relocate for work. 

Our families get torn apart, and it is hard for 

retirees to decide which set of grandchildren 

they want to chase around the country.  

 I think that is perhaps why so many 

“community” churches are so popular. Their 

name alone signals that they are there for the 

community at large. I sometimes think that if I 

were ever to name a new Mission plant, it 

might be worth trying to incorporate commu-

nity into the name of the church, for no other 

reason than to signal to the community that 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

~ Gal. 6:1-2 

Mother Teresa 

Join us on February 4th! 

S unday, February 4th, is a busy day! Join us 
after church service when Zion Circle will 
provide fellowship in honor of Helen Terry, 

recognizing her for her 21 years of service to the 
church as choir director. 
 And...Super Bowl LII is here! The New England 
Patriots will face off with the Philadelphia Eagles 
that day at the U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. 
 There’s been a lot of controversy this year 
with the NFL, but if you’re like some of 
“us” (wink, wink), the commercials and eating are 
much more top priority. And, it’s not necessarily 
in that order! 
 So...whether you watch the Super Bowl or 
not, don’t forget your snacks! Zion Circle again 
this year will have bags of snacks available for 
purchase after church on February 4th so that 
you won’t go hungry on game day. For only $5 
per bag, you can curb the hunger pangs and help 
raise a little moolah for Zion Circle. 
 Come say thanks to Helen, have a bite to eat, 
and grab some snacks for later! 

 Fellowship to honor Helen 
Terry 

 Super Bowl Sunday — 
Snacks available from Zion 
Circle! 

March 24 

U pcoming is our semi-annual blood drive 
scheduled for March 24. There will be 
more details in next month’s newsletter, 

but you can sign up early to get your preferred 
time by going to bloodhero.com and use Sponsor 
Code AE745, or call Tom O’Keefe at 330-9614. 
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Bringing Hope Through Christ 
this church is there for them and their families.  

 Martin Lindstrom made the argument that 

community is most often shaped and created 

around competition, his idea being about getting 

together and cheering for a common football 

team and that sort of thing. There is truth to that. 

However, there are plenty of professional foot-

ball, basketball, and baseball teams to cheer for, 

and we still seem to lack community.  

 I think about these things. Even American 

versions of Christianity 

seem corrosive to com-

munity. One of the big-

gest contributors to the 

decline in church 

attendance today is the 

fact that for so long 

American Christianity 

has placed all the emphasis on the individual 

Christian to the detriment of the body of Christ. 

We talk of a personal relationship with Jesus, in 

such a way that the interaction with other Chris-

tians is marginalized.  

 Sermons are geared toward self-improvement 

topics, which Dr. Stephen Peitsch says is actually 

one of the main causes of depression today, as 

written in his book on Luther’s pastoral practice 

Of Good Comfort. People, he says, simply can’t 

keep improving themselves and their failure to do 

so leaves them feeling worse than when they 

started their self-imposed projects. Rather than 

creating and fostering community, people are 

turned in on themselves and away from others. 

The church becomes a crutch that perhaps some 

people need in order to become “better Chris-

tians.” But, really, when being a Christian has 

little to do with Christ and a lot to do with good 

manners and being a good person, you don’t ac-

tually need church to be a good Christian. You 

can do that at home. And so the cycle starts all 

over again.  

 Jesus had a very different idea behind the 

founding of His church. 

I think it should be em-

phasized, Jesus estab-

lished the church. He 

did not mean for Chris-

tians to be merely indi-

viduals but rather as 

part of a community. 

This is why he instituted baptism as a means of 

membership in the church that has little to do 

with your choice or will. You don’t get to choose 

to be born, so we really don’t choose to be born 

again. The bride of Christ, the church, becomes 

your mother by baptizing you at the command of 

her husband. This is also why He established the 

Lord’s Supper, to bring His community together, 

to bind them to each other in Him, that we would 

share the same forgiveness of sins together and 

thus bear each other’s burdens, even as we carry 

our own. This is community.  

 There are aspects of community that are cre-

ated around the spirit of competition and rivalry 

(cont’d. on page 5) 

You  may 
have 

noticed, as you 
walk under the 
bell tower at the 
church entrance, 
that the stucco 
overhead is cracked and the cracks are worsen-
ing. 
 The cracks are caused by moisture entering 
the bell tower frame through the top surface of 
the bell tower walls. Until that surface is made 
waterproof, moisture will continue to enter the 
frame and cause damage not only to the stucco 
below, but also to the steel frame members. 
 The trustees have obtained a quote from a 
local roofing contractor to install a waterproof 
membrane on the top surface. The cost is ap-
proximately $3,700, and, together with other 
anticipated needs, greatly exceeds the amount 
budgeted for repairs this year. 
 Zion’s Council has approved a special fund 
and collection to help offset this expense. If you 
would like to contribute, there are small brown 
envelopes labeled “Bell Tower Repair” on the 
desk in the narthex. Please use those envelopes 
and insert either a check or cash with a note con-
taining your name if you wish to have the 
amount included in your Giving Report. 

Zion’s Bell Tower  

Z ion Circle will be taking or-
ders for Easter lilies to adorn 

the altar on Easter Sunday. If you 
would like to help beautify our 
church, please see Julie Jones or 
any Circle member. Cost is approxi-
mately $15. 

needs repair 
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in sports, but the aspect of community that is really lacking in the individuals to-

day is the unity that Christ has for you in the forgiveness of sins. Christ knows our 

weaknesses, He knows our labor and our lack of rest. He doesn’t come to lay 

more burdens upon us but to give us rest. It is in this rest that we bear each oth-

er’s burdens by caring for one another with the love of Christ who died for all of 

us.  

 I have to say, it is one of the things that I have enjoyed in serving Zion Lutheran in Farmington. I enjoy 

the care and love you have for one another, and your sense of community. I love how so many get in-

volved in all the different aspects of church life, from Sunday School to Council meetings. I love how you 

look out for each other, and almost every time I’m visiting someone who can’t make it to church, some-

one else from the congregation has just called, or stopped in for a minute. This is the community our 

world lacks, and it makes me all the more thankful for you, my brothers and sisters in Christ.   

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Bror Erickson 

(cont’d. from page 3) Message from Pastor 

Z ion has recently been approved to receive 

funds from Smith’s Food and Drug. Those 

who wish to obtain contributions from 

Smith’s to Zion may do so by enrolling in Smith’s 

Inspiring Donations. It’s easy and Smith’s will con-

tribute 0.5% of your food purchases (not liquor or 

gasoline) to Zion when you sign up and use your 

Smith’s Rewards card. You will still receive the 

same discounts available to Rewards card holders 

and contribute to Zion while you do so. 

 To enroll in Smith’s Inspiring Donations, have 

your Rewards card handy (if you don’t have a Re-

wards card, any Smith’s customer service repre-

sentative will issue you one on the spot), and go 

online to: http://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/

inspire. Follow the instructions and select Zion as 

your Inspire recipient. Zion’s code is TN110. If 

you haven’t created a Smith’s online account for 

your Rewards card, you will need to do that as 

well. 

 If you have questions, please contact Tom 

O’Keefe at 505-330-9614 or by email at  

tomlokeefe@msn.com. 

Note: Amazon and Albertson’s have similar pro-

grams. If you are unaware of either and wish to 

participate, please contact Tom. 

EldEr’s 
Message 
By Jim Lukow 
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Z ion’s church service during a recent Sunday in January included a multitude of instances where 

our Lord calls upon his people – however imperfect – to use their talents for furthering His King-

dom. Those callings mentioned during the service span over a period of 3,000 years and contin-

ue with the daily activities of members of Zion Lutheran Church. An outline is listed below: 

1. The Old Testament reading of 1 Samuel 3:1-10: Around 1,000 B.C., the boy Samuel was called four 

times before he realized God was calling him to be His lifelong servant. 

2. The Holy Gospel Lesson of John 1:43-51: Over 2,000 years ago, Jesus called both Philip and Nathan-

ael to follow Him as His disciples. 

3. The installation of Church officers: As mentioned by Pastor Erickson during the service, the list of the 

Lord’s callings at Zion includes not only the officers of our organized church groups, but dozens of 

others who provide music, the monthly newsletter, those organizing and serving in youth ministry, 

education, care and repair of the church building and grounds, altar duty, acolyte, greeters, calling 

or visiting the home-bound, serving coffee fellowship and meals, and encouraging and upholding 

the congregation in prayer. 

4. Pastor Erickson’s sermon emphasizing the Gospel reading and our individual calling of members and 

their talents as forgiven sinner-saints: Pastor reminded us that it is Christ who empowers and works 

in the Church through His people.   

5. The final hymn (Lutheran Service Book No. 827): The first verse sums up what should be our re-

sponse to the Lord regarding His call:                  

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, Who will go and work today?           

Fields are white and harvests waiting – Who will bear the sheaves away? 

Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee, 

Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I, send me, send me.” 

In conclusion, many of us feel at times inadequate when it comes to our contributions. However, our 

talents with prayer and God’s direction will benefit the church body here at Zion and help to spread the 

Gospel of our Lord to all nations. May each of us recognize God’s calling and be ready and willing to re-

spond. 

Send us, Lord, to make disciples in Your name in accordance with our calling in life. Amen. 

Your servant in Christ, 
Jim Lukow 

http://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
http://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire
mailto:tomlokeefe@msn.com


  February 2018   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

(Green) Elder: Steve Unger 
Acolyte: Joshua Hobbs 
Altar Duty & Ushers: Tim Snyder & 
Anne Zahrt-Brewer 
Greeter: Marlis Rushing 
11:30 a.m. Fellowship honoring Helen 
Terry/Zion Circle selling Super Bowl 
snacks 
6:30-8 p.m.Confirmation 

5 
  

6 Reagan’s Birthday 
  

7  
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study  

2 p.m. Earth Science Day 

11 The Transfiguration of our Lord 

(White) Elder: Gary Duncan 
Acolyte: Gabriella Hobbs 
Greeters: Don & Marilyn Halvorson 
11:30 a.m. Youth Valentine’s Day 
crafts 
6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 

12 Lincoln’s Birthday 
  

13 
  

14 Ash Wednesday (Black) 

Valentine’s Day 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

15 
  

16 
 Newsletter Deadline 

17 
  

18 First Sunday in Lent (Purple) 

Elder: Tim House 
Acolyte: Kelsi Brown 
Greeter: Gleora Walton 
 6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 

19 Presidents’ Day 
  

20 
 12 p.m. Zion Circle 

21 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
6 p.m. Lenten Dinner 
7 p.m. Lenten Service 

22 Washington’s Birthday 
  

23 
  

24 
 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

25 Second Sunday in Lent (Purple) 

Elder: Jim Lukow 
Acolyte: Josh Davis 
Greeter: Esther McKeever 
New Member Sunday w/fellowship 
Youth Roller Skating 
 6:30-8 p.m. Confirmation 

26 
  

27 
  

28 
12:15 p.m. Holy Communion Service 
6 p.m. Lenten Dinner 
7 p.m. Lenten Service 

  

2/3 Lee Cahenzli 

2/4 Billie Inskeep 

2/5 Kelly Thur 

2/14 Jo Anne Ellsaesser 

2/15 Peyton Inskeep 

2/16 Joyce Hecht 

2/20 Brenda Hobbs 

2/24 Matthew Pilavjian 

2/25 Gabriella Hobbs 

2/25 Sydney Jones 

2/26 Gary Thur 
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Youth Group 
February Activities 

Feb. 10:  Earth Science Day: 2 p.m., with a devotion to follow discussing the  

    difference in World science and Lutheran beliefs on creation. 

 

Feb. 11:   VALENTINE’S Crafts after service for those you love with God’s gift  

    of love. 

 

Feb. 25:  Roller Skating, Time TBA  

Youth 

Feb. 15: Peyton Inskeep 

Feb. 25: Gabriella Hobbs 

by Michelle Thur 
Youth Leader 
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“I have much more to say to you, more than you 
can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will 
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He 
will glorify me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you. All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 
the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 
known to you.” 
    ~ John 16:12-15 
 
Ally #1 – The Holy Spirit 

H 
aving a bad day? Feel like God has aban-
doned you? Does it seem like God says one 
thing but does another? The devil will try to 

make you feel like that. The devil will try to get 
you to doubt God and that God is truthful. But 
you don’t have to be afraid. 
 Take these verses from John 16 as your en-
couragement. You aren’t alone. 
 Jesus’ disciples were afraid. He had just told 
them that He was going to leave them. This man 
who could drive out demons, calm storms, and 
raise the dead was going to leave them. They 
were frightened and felt alone. They felt aban-
doned. 
 But Jesus gave them encouragement. He told 
them that they wouldn’t be alone. He promised 
and sent the Holy Spirit to be their ally, to fight 
the devil with them and for them. The Holy Spirit 
would show what is good and truthful. He would 
tell them exactly what the Father told Jesus, and 

what Jesus told them. 
 That promise and en-
couragement is for you 
too. At times, it can feel 
like you have no help, and 
are battling the devil alone. 
By yourself, you can’t do it. 
None of us can. By ourselves we all would fall 
victim to the devil’s lies and tricks. The devil’s 
lies are attractive. They sound very similar to 
what we believe is true. They look like things 
that please others around us. They seem good to 
us as we try to figure out our life and the mean-
ing of life. But they all lead us away from the 
truth. 
 The Holy Spirit speaks only the truth and only 
what He hears from Jesus, who heard it from the 
Father. The Holy Spirit will never try to trick or 
trap you. Instead He fights for you by pointing to 
what Jesus did. 
 It’s good that we have such an ally in the 
Holy Spirit. In baptism God sealed you with the 
Holy Spirit who now lives in you. Your baptism 
snatched you out of the devil’s grasp and put 
you behind the shield of God’s truth and love. 
So, no matter what happens, you are now on the 
Holy Spirit’s team. The Holy Spirit will always tell 
you the truth through God’s Word. He exposes 
the devil’s lies and traps and gives you the ability 
to say “No” to sinful desires. The Holy Spirit 
strengthens you in the faith. He fights with you, 
and for you, by swinging the sharp sword of the 
Gospel. 

S ometimes I just come across an article that is moving, inspirational, and/or pointed that I just have to 
share it. The following article comes from https://wels.net/teen-dev/td20180114/#gsc.tab=0. 

The devil is in 
the details 

New Member Sunday 
Is February 25 

 has been a while since we’ve had fellowship honor-

ing our new members, but the time has come! 

 Join us on February 25th after worship in the Fellowship 

Hall as we welcome the new members from the last couple 

of years. 

Z ion LWML recently sent checks for just 

over $152 each to four mission choices 

for 2017: Navajo Missions in Navajo, 

NM; Good Samaritan Home in Aztec; LCMS Mis-

sions for John Wolf serving in Africa; and our 

own Zion Lutheran Church. 

 Thank you to the members of Zion who 

helped us with our projects this past year! 

LWML distributes  
2017 Mission checks 

https://wels.net/teen-dev/td20180114/#gsc.tab=0
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F ollowing are highlights from the 

Church Council Meeting held 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018. 

 The Youth Leader reported the 

Children’s Christmas program was 

held December 17, and the youth 

would like to do more handbell and 

puppet performances. Attendance for the Epipha-

ny celebration was low. Bowling is planned for 

January 14. Earth Science Day and devotion wil be 

on February 10. Valentine’s crafts will take place 

on February 11. 

 In Pastor’s Report, it was noted that Charlotte 

Schryver, Bob and Gwen Schryver’s granddaugh-

ter, was baptized Christmas Day. Christina Fergu-

son has transferred back in by affirmation of faith. 

Pastor and Gary Duncan will attend the District 

Convention in June in Denver, with Gary attending 

as a lay delegate. 

 Trustees will finish up with Magic Roof on the 

stucco repair. Some light bulbs need to be re-

placed. Christmas trees will come down on Janu-

ary 13. 

 It was noted in the Financial Secretary’s Report 

that the General Fund is $50 higher compared to 

the Treasurer Report, which is believed to be due 

to the rent from Future Statesmen of America 

being recorded twice. Trustees will proceed with 

bell tower repair. A motion was made that the 

funds come from the Building Completion Fund 

and Repairs & Maintenance from the 2018 budg-

et. An amendment to the motion was made that a 

special offering be taken to cover the bell tower 

expenses so that the Repairs and Maintenance 

monies can be preserved for future repairs. A spe-

cial collection will be taken on the 

first and second Sundays in Febru-

ary. Motion approved as amended. 

Specially marked envelopes will be 

placed in the bulletins. The Financial 

Secretary and Treasurer Reports 

were approved, noting the $50 

difference between the two reports. 

 In Old Business, there will be a recognition of 

new members during the service and fellowship 

on February 25, with Council providing the food 

for fellowship. 

 In New Business, it was felt that recorded 

music is needed in the event of the absence of 

the organist. Currently we have a license that 

allows us to get those CDs. A new CD player 

needs to be purchased. Tim House will check to 

see if the music can be run from a thumb drive 

on the computer.  

 Helen Terry is retiring as choir director. A 

motion was approved to host a fellowship in her 

honor on February 4. 

 Ken Hunt submitted his letter of resignation 

as Treasurer on January 9. As per the amend-

ment made to the constitution and by-laws, a 

motion was approved to combine the Financial 

Secretary and Treasurer offices. 

 It was reported that Safeway accepts the 

Community Partners cards (as does Albertson’s), 

but the Safeway Club card and the Community 

Partners card cannot be used simultaneously.  

[Ed. Note: This is yet to be verified.] Smith’s also 

offers a money-back program that the church 

must sign up for. Tom O’Keefe will let us know 

when that is set up. 

Finance At A Glance... 

Balance Sheet 
Operating Checking Account Balance: $1532.37  
Total Checking Account Balance: $28,846.09 
Building Expansion Fund: $54,968.73 
Family Fund: $1,936.88  
Steward Savings (LCEF) General Fund: $35,477.37 (members' EFT contributions are deposited 
 in this fund); $20,000 has been withdrawn from this account in December. Approximately 
 $20,000 had been deposited since the previous withdrawal. 
Scholarship Permanent Fund: $5,247.50 
Scholarship Demand Fund: $15,094.02 (includes $500 deposit by Zion per budget) 
Total Assets: $1,137,547.11 
Total Liabilities: $290,654.34 (includes LCEF mortgage of $287,074.91) 
Net Worth (Equity): $846,892.77 

December 2017 
Operating Income: $24,185.00 
Budgeted Operating Income: $18,876.17 
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
$5,308.83 
Operating Expense: $15,467.14  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $18,697.10 
Net Operating Income: $8,717.86 

Year-to-Date 
Operating Income: $217,189.59 
Budgeted Operating Income: $226,514.00  
Operating Income minus Budgeted Income:  
 -$9,324.41 
Operating Expense: $209,515.19  
Budgeted Operating Expense: $224,365.04 
Net Operating Income: $7,674.40 
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Alana Nichols is busy training for the next Paralympics in Alpine Skiing in Winter Park, 
Colo., where  she recently competed in three days of races. The result of three gold 
medals shows that she's been working hard! Later this winter she will have races at Vail, 
Park City, and also in Canada in order to qualify for the Paralympics in South Ko-
rea. Earlier in the fall she returned to Southern California to compete in surfing at an 
international competition and came out with another gold medal. An all-around athlete, 
Alana has certainly been busy! Congratulations, Alana! 

 Congratulations also go to Danny and Alyssa House, who welcomed Linkin Radley House on 
December 15. Linkin evens out the family number, joining brothers Ryker and Jackson, and sister 
Emri. God’s blessings to you all. 
 Sadly, we lost one of our longtime members. David Brinkley went to his eternal home on Janu-
ary 19. Please keep Zola and family in your prayers. We’re going to miss David. 
 Other prayer requests include Helen Terry, Merle Pilavjian, Colter Hanson, Sue Gehrke, Nancy 
Schaefer, Donald Campbell, Marie Bond, Carol Cahenzli, Don and Joan Wood, George Wimsatt, 
Carol Unger, Dar Trost, Deborah Mobley, Lilly Phillips, Paul Hecht, Gabe Metayor, Deborah Unger, 
Matthew Brinkley, Diana Fisher, Howard Limback, Ron Caffee, Richard Smith, John Richards, Gary 
and Kay Duncan, Donna Rhames, Virginia Schlueter, Tom O’Keefe, Kerry Gabel, Shea and Jessica, 
Sandy Lauer, Craig Thornton, Jack McKeever, Diana Goering, Esther McKeever, Theron Saville, Lew-
is, Avis, Shanda, Joann Huntsman, Brian Dennis, Liz Hayes, Raymond Keune, Bonnie Lewis, Liz Hay-
den, Jason Hobbs, and Baily Nikant. 


